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	 LIU Post has two upcoming study abroad 
opportunities, including a trip to Peru during the 
winter break, and a service project in Puerto Rico 
during spring break. 
	 Yet, on Nov. 24, LIU Information sent out an 
e-mail notifying students that the State Department 
has recently issued a Worldwide Travel Alert to U.S. 
citizens. According to the alert, “Current informa-
tion suggests that ISIL (aka Da’esh), al-Qa’ida, Boko 
Haram, and other terrorist groups continue to plan 
terrorist attacks in multiple regions,” according to 
trave.state.gov. The report advises about possible 
targeted locations, such as large sporting events, 
theatres, open markets, and aviation services.
	 The only international course being offered 
during the winter semester is an Andean History, 
Culture, and Politics course in Peru. Professor 
William Hiatt said, “The course combines rigorous 
classroom study with cultural excursions in and 
around Cuzco.” The course is split 50/50 between 
class work and excursions through Cuzco. There are 

 Worldwide 
Travel Alert

By Brian Riley
Co-New Editor

	 LIU Post had an 
unusual visitor in Hillwood 
Commons on Tuesday Dec. 1 
during common hour. Blos-
som, a four-legged repre-
sentative from Northshore 
Animal League of America, 
stopped traffic of the second 
floor of the commons as stu-
dents fell to their knees to 
entertain the almost 2-year-
old pup. 
	 Two graduate stu-
dents, Tim Howe and Alyssa 
Gobetz earning their Mas-
ters in public administration 

with a focus in nonprofit 
organization, set up a fund-
raiser for Northshore Ani-
mal League. 
	 Inspired by an as-
signment given by Professor 
Cathy Black, also the advisor 
for the College of Manage-
ment, teamed up to sponsor 
an organization that they 
both feel is worthy of the at-
tention and time.
	 According to Howe, 
North Shore is the biggest 
no-kill animal shelter in 
the world. This shelter will 

Northshore Fundraiser

ANGELA ALFANO

After freshman Kyle 
Felice floored his com-
petitors in the Men’s 
under-18 category at 
the Mid-Atlantic Region 
Irish Dance Champion-
ships on Nov. 27, he is 
qualified to dance in the 
World Championship 
in Glasgow, Scotland, in 
March of 2016.

Full story soon at  
liupostpioneer.com.

JIM FELICE/LIU POST PUBLIC SAFETY

Read up on senior 
Akosa Maduegbu-
nam, the Pio-
neers’ shooting 
guard

Professor Molly 
Tambor researches 
Italian women in 
the workforce

Students show-
cased Moving 
photographs at the 
exhibition “(un)
still”

Following the late 
finals week, stu-
dents share their 
holiday anticipa-
tions

By Angela Alfano
Co-New Editor

 Post Student to Compete in World Championships
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Holidays at Hillwood 2015

On Dec. 2, students celebrated Holidays at Hillwood, which included ice skating,  
Build-A-Bear, a live NYC tree lighting, food and more. Photos courtesy of Campus Life.
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Travel Alert continued from page 1...

By Brian Riley
Co-News Editor 

	 The Office of Campus Life and Appleseed Expeditions 
is offering an Alternative Service Break to Puerto Rico this 
upcoming spring semester. The trip will cost $1,995, and will 
take place on March 7-11. The price includes travel, hotel ac-
commodations, and food.  Appleseed Expeditions is a travel 
company designed to allow students to use their passion and 
educations to help the world outside of their normal commu-
nity, according to appleseedexpeditions.com. 
	 The itinerary includes a balance of sightseeing, and 
community service work. Students will get a guided tour of 
the Old World Spanish settlement, which includes beautifully 
restored buildings and homes in Spanish Colonial style. In 
addition, students will explore the 268-acre Rio Camuy Cave 
Park, which is one of the biggest three cave systems in the 
world.
	 For the service aspect of the trip one of the objec-
tives will be to get involved in a project at Las Casas de la 
Selva, which is a rain forest preservation. Projects will range 
from planting trees, re-searching reforestation, and building 
retaining walls. Lastly students will volunteer at a local foster 
care center. Registration and the first deposit of $300 is due 
on Dec. 18.

Spring Break Puerto Rico 
Service Trip

currently 12 enrolled in the course now.  
The number of courses available was 
not impacted by current threats, see-
ing as the classes have to be approved a 
year earlier, according to Director of the 
Study Abroad Program, Patricia Seaman.
	 The travel alert offered students 
some tips on how to keep safe in foreign 
countries. The main focus is for students 
to be alert at all times. One of the tips 
was to avoid large crowds and heavily 
crowded places, especially during holi-
day season. Another tip was to monitor 
the media, and local information sourc-
es. 
	 The alert also suggested sign-
ing up for the State Department’s Smart 
Traveler Enrollment Program. By regis-

tering for STEP, U.S. citizens enroll their 
trip with the closest U.S. Embassy. The 
embassy will help to keep you informed 
and help your family keep in contact 
with you in an emergency. Students who 
register for a study abroad course are 
all automatically enrolled in the STEP 
program, according to Seaman.
	  Seaman said, “We realize that 
situations are constantly evolving and 
can change quickly.  If, based on the 
information received, we feel that any 
of our program locations are not safe; 
we will not hesitate to arrange to modify 
plans accordingly. Post is doing this by 
closely monitoring The Overseas Secu-
rity and Advisory Council messages and 
other news sites.

“Travel and write more.” 
-Melanie Spina, Assistant Arts & Entertainment Editor 

“Become a better musician.” 
-Julian Wilson, Opinions Editor 

“Get my shit together or learn time management.”
-Angela Alfano, News Editor 

“If you ain’t first, you’re last -Ricky Bobby.” 
-Michael Otero, Sports Editor

“I commit myself to being 100% happy,
I commit 100% of myself to being healthy,
I commit 100% of myself to loving myself.”

-Kristen Linsalata, Editor-in-Chief 

“Save up 10 g’s, become an editor, stay the course, and 
kick ass.”

-Joey Iemma, Staff Writer 

“Hit the gym and graduate without gray hair.”
-Brian Riley, News Editor 

“I want to improve my health by eating better and im-
prove my thinking by writing more.” 
-Francesa Gaspari, Promotions Manager

“Become old and wise enough to  be able to answer these 
kinds of questions...”

-Moa Golster, Online Editor 

“I will accomplish everything I set my mind to.”
-Jenny Edengard, Assistant Opinions Editor

“Continue to take advantage of all the possible experi-
ences.”

-Johannes Forgaard, Business Manager

“Migos.” 
-Margaret Pepe, Assistant Features  Editor 

New Year’s Resolutions from Our Staff!!

The Pioneer wishes you a happy holidays and  
 

a productive start to the New Year! 

Fellow students enjoyed 
a trip to Acapulco, Mex-
ico, over spring break. 
The travel alert offers 
students tips on how 

to stay safe in foreign 
countries

MAXIME DEVILLAZ
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take in dogs from kill shelters and puppy mills when they have available 
space. The animal loving duo said they did not want to pass up the op-
portunity to raise awareness and funds for this organization. 
	 North Shore appreciated their efforts and accepted their offer. 
Blossom and her rescuer were then sent to the campus.
	 “They’ve [Northshore] been trying to get the support of students 
so we reached out and they loved it,” Howe said. “They have been trying 
to get a hold of that demographic [students] and we gave them a really 
good opportunity they couldn’t resist.”
	 The team set a goal to raise $250. With bountiful family mem-
bers on speed-dial, the two do-gooders managed to raise just over $365 
for the adoption center from students and staff within the two hours 
Blossom was on campus. Those who donated $25 or more recieved a 
metal bracelet commeding them for their contribution. 
	 “We managed to bring a bit of puppy love to Post,” said Howe.
To donate to the organization and possibly provide a puppy with its 
forever-home, log onto: www.animalleague.org 

North Shore continued from page 1...

	 With over 80 active clubs and activities, it is hard to believe that 
one very important club has been left out until recently. Post’s brand-
new book club, which had their first meeting on Thursday, Oct. 22, has 
been extremely successful, welcoming 56 eager members.
	 “The idea for the book club was a joint effort among [the Her-
story] interns from both Hofstra University and LIU Post,” said Nicole 
Bellinger, a senior English major at Post. Bellinger and Phillip Catapano, 
a junior criminal justice major, are both Herstory’s Youth Writing for 
Justice program interns. Herstory is a “writers workshop that provides 
opportunities through guided memoir writing that empower people from 
all walks of life,” according to the Herstory website.
	 “Phil and I decided to inquire about the creation of a book club 
on the Post campus,” said Bellinger. “And it was approved! With the sup-
port of the Honors Society on the LIU Post Campus, fellow peers, Profes-
sor Campbell, and the leaders of Herstory, Phil and I were able to have 
our first meeting.” The club is currently reading “All I Ever Wanted” –a  
collection of stories from children with incarcerated parents put together 
by Erika Duncan, the founder of Herstory. 
	 “Phillip, Nicole, and Kristen [Linsalata] have been attending 
weekly intern meetings exploring the use of stories in justice reform, 
followed by writing workshops with high school students, during which 
they’ve each been drafting a 15-page justice-centered memoir,” said 
Professor Campbell, who is the faculty mentor for the program. “The 
interns are also doing an intensive study of Herstory pedagogy, creating 
a professional academic poster to be presented at Post’s annual Student 
Research Symposium this spring, and forming a book club centered 
around Herstory’s most recent publication,  “All I Ever Wanted: Stories 
of Children of the Incarcerated.” The book was supplied to each intern 
on the first day of the internship.
	 “Professor Campbell, Phil, members of the book club, and my-
self actively read the book and discuss it via weekly meetings. Because 
the book is now for sale on campus, fellow peers are increasingly taking 
interest in reading the book and speaking about its moving content,” said 
Bellinger. So far, the book club has not faced any major obstacles, ac-
cording to the leaders of the club.
	 “Students are actively showing up to the weekly meetings, our 

discussions address important topics, such as issues related to social in-
justice, and everybody is engaged in the readings of All I Ever Wanted,” 
said Bellinger and Catapano. However, both students stress that the 
book club is not only for reading.
	 “The book club is truly a rewarding experience for students,” said 
Bellinger. “Not only do we read from ‘All I Ever Wanted,’ which contains 
real-life memoirs, but we all express ourselves, therefore we are able to 
relate to one another. The book club also grants students the opportunity 
to share their writing. In fact, we have had members of our book club 
share poems that they have written.” The club prides itself on its wel-
coming and tolerant attitude.
	 “The book club is a great opportunity for students to voice their 
opinion on profound subjects- such as raising the age of youth incar-
ceration,” said Bellinger and Catapano, “Thus, the book club welcomes 
students from all different majors because the subjects we discuss can 
be viewed from a variety of perspectives.” Professor Campbell is thrilled 
about the progress of the club and encourages all students, not just Her-
story interns, to join.
	 “All I Ever Wanted” contains moving stories by ten of the 2.7 
million children who have experienced a parent serving time in prison or 
jail as a result of this country’s mass incarceration epidemic,” said Camp-
bell. “Herstory is encouraging not just interns, but also teachers, fami-
lies, community members, and legislators to read and foster dialogue 
around this book, thereby amplifying the voices of youth demonstrating 
resilience as they deal with the stigma and intergenerational trauma 
caused by incarceration. We hope that this book club will continue into 
the spring semester, and Phillip, Kristen and Nicole continue to sell ‘All 
I Ever Wanted’ at a reduced student rate to encourage its purchase and 
dissemination.”
	 LIU Post’s book club meets on Thursdays from 5-7 p.m. 
 

Gianna Barberia is a high school senior on special assignment for the 
Pioneer. Kristen Linsalata, an intern with Herstory and a member of 

the book club, is the Co-Editor-in-Chief of the Pioneer.

By Gianna Barberia
Contributing Writer 

Book Club Begins at Post

ANGELA ALFANO
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By Danielle Marano
Staff writer 

	 The holiday season brings tons of food, family time, holiday cheer 
and, of course, holiday shopping. Before Thanksgiving is even over, be-
fore the turkey has been taken off the table, people are rushing out to get 
the best deals on Black Friday. 	
	 This year, many stores and shopping malls opened early on 
Thanksgiving Day. The Broadway Mall in Hicksville, N.Y., opened at 
6 p.m. on Thanksgiving Day and stayed open until midnight. The mall 
then reopened at 6 a.m. on Friday morning, Nov. 27. 
	 Tiye Bradley, a freshman dance major, works at Victoria’s Secret 
at the Broadway Mall. “The customers weren’t really disorderly but the 
store was very busy all night [on Thanksgiving],” Bradley said.
	 Natasha Vaughn, a senior adolescent Spanish education major, 
accompanied her brother on a quick shopping trip on Thanksgiving 
night. “We just went for a television purchase, but the madness in those 
20 minutes was enough for me,” Vaughn said. Even though Vaughn and 
her brother were only out for a short while, they saw some interesting 
occurrences. “I saw people scrambling to get their hands on the last of 
the 4,ooo televisions that were on sale, whatever that means,” she said.
	 Even after Black Friday, shoppers are still out and about prepar-
ing for holiday gift giving. Roosevelt Field Mall in Garden City, N.Y. like 
other malls in the area, extends its hours during the holiday season. 
Starting on Dec. 2, the mall will be open until 10 p.m. on weeknights and 
until 11 p.m. on Saturdays. From Dec. 11 to Dec. 25 the mall is open until 
11 p.m. every night. Many stores have special deals around the holidays; 
Brighton, for example, gives shoppers a free tote bag with any other 
purchase until Dec. 13. Journeys shoes also is offering up to 50% off on 
selected items until Dec. 11, as an extended Black Friday deal.
	

	 Despite the crowds and rush for deals, a touch of holiday spirit 
infused the Black Friday shopping experience, holiday shopping brings 
people together in an odd way. It reminds us of how close the holidays 
are and gets us in the spirit.

 “Shop the Halls”

ADVERTISEMENT

FLICKR.COM

Black Friday lines at a holiday decorative shopping 
mall



	 Professor Molly Tambor’s interest in 
20th century European history, especially on 
topics of women and gender, has led to an 
amazing discovery: the existence of women-
only police forces. 
	 Her initial research focused on the 
suffragist movement in Italy following World 
War II, when the women there began earn-
ing new rights for themselves. But while doing 
her research, Tambor said she found accounts 
of these newly-liberated women entering law 
enforcement, and began to explore their expe-
riences as a new class of police officers trying 
to make it in a field predominately made up of 
men. 
	 Tambor conducted her research at the 
Central State archives in Rome where the gov-
ernment stores its records. Tambor discovered 
something else among her findings: she found 
that the national director of the police force had 
reports submitted to him stating the possibility 
of allowing women to join the force. “I found 
that women who were protestors and activ-
ists were trying to get into the police force, so 
I started to follow the trail of paperwork,” she 
said. 

	

Many male police officers were reluctant to 
have women join since they didn’t think women 
could stomach the crimes. “Women actually 
spent most of their time handling terrible 

crimes, including sex offenders, sex trafficking 
and prostitution,” Tambor said. “They ended up 
dealing with what seemed not appropriate for 
women.”
	 Tambor came across some interesting 
facts while doing her research as well. “Pros-
titution is technically legal in Italy, and when 
women are arrested they are charged with 
‘disturbing the peace’. But when male prosti-
tutes who are usually transgender are arrested, 
they are charged with ‘identity fraud’ because 
their identification papers say they’re male and 
pretending to be female.”
	 Tambor intends to write a book, or 
as historians call it a ‘monograph’, which is a 
detailed written study on a topic that might 
turn into a documentary. She said she found all 
these bizarre stories about women, the kind of 
policing they did, the obstacles they faced, the 
crimes they were involved in, and how soci-
ety went crazy at the thought of police officers 
wearing skirts.
	 “I feel like my story is turning out to be 
not just about how law enforcement is different 
for men and women, but how the law is differ-
ent for men and women too,” she said. 
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By Alyssa Seidman
Contributing Writer 
  
	 A childhood of “Dungeons and Drag-
ons” and time abroad in London as an under-
grad were the contributing factors that led Jay 
Diehl to pursue a career in understanding the 
texts and manuscripts that came out of monas-
tic life during the 11th and 12th centuries.
	 Diehl, who is an assistant Professor of 
History at Post, said his research is “an attempt 
to write a social history of learning and writing 
in monasteries.”
	 “My research really has to do with 
manuscript books in monastic communities,” 
Diehl said. He explained that this time period 
experienced a “spike” in book production. “It 
was kind of the first revolution in literacy in 
European history. In the region I study, from 
all the centuries beforehand, there’s about 80 
books. Then starting in the 11th century, we 
have like 600 books.”
	 This great divide fascinated Diehl. “I’m 
interested in understanding what role this in-
creased presence of the written word was play-
ing in monastic culture,” he said. “And to try to 
figure this out I look at the books and the texts 
they contain, and because this is a manuscript 
culture – everything is handwritten – you can 
customize the text to a certain extent.” Diehl 
explained these customizations involve chang-
ing the formal characteristics of handwritten 

texts; such characteristics include annotations, 
drawings, layout structure and titles.
	  Diehl explained that these manuscripts 
could help determine which bodies of knowl-
edge certain monasteries were focusing on, and 
how those studies factored into daily monastic 
life. 
	 Diehl went on to talk about his experi-
ences both inside and outside of the classroom 
that have helped his independent research. 
	 “In my religion course I did show one of 
these manuscripts that I’m working with that 
contains a church law collection, and certain 
canons in it have little notes. And so I ask [my 
students] to theorize what these notes might’ve 
said about how this book was being used.”
	  Diehl spends a large part of every sum-
mer travelling to libraries in Europe and play-
ing with manuscripts, mentioning that his visits 
to one particular monastery inspired the pros-
pect of a book. “I’m working on it right now,” 
he explained. “It’s about the history of books in 
the Saint Lawrence monastery in Belgium.”
	 His parting words revealed that his 
line of work is not easy. “Book history is its 
own thing. To be a medievalist who works with 
manuscripts, you need to learn how to read 
Latin, you need to learn how to read the hand-
writing that’s used. You need to learn how to 

date them. There’s all these skills, and the only 
way to really get good at it is just to do it over 
and over again.”

The Book of Monk-men: A Professor’s 
Research of Monastic Life in Literacy

Women in the Work Force: A Professor’s Research
By Casey Koster
Contributing Writer

KASEY COSTER

ALYSSA SEIDMAN

Professor Jay Diehl



7OPINIONSDecember 9, 2015

By Joseph Iemma
Staff Writer

	 San Bernardino, C.A., was the epicenter of America’s latest mass 
shooting.  According to San Bernardino Sheriff’s Department, the shoot-
ing occurred at the Inland Regional Center, a center that provides servic-
es to people with developmental disabilities. Marybeth Feild, president 
and CEO of the center, said “…the incident took place in a conference 
area that an outside agency was renting.” 
	 Also, Wednesday’s gathering was one of two “general education” 
meetings that the department holds each year. The purpose of the meet-
ing was to provide employees the recognition they had earned through-
out the year’s work before the holidays. However, according to media 
reports (both FOX News and MSNBC) the gathering dubbed this meet-
ing a “Company Christmas Party.”
	 According to San Bernardino’s Sheriff’s Department, “14 have 
been pronounced dead, and 21 are wounded but expected to survive their 
injuries.” The suspects, Syed Rizwan Farook, 28, and Tashfeen Malik, 27, 
are Los Angeles natives, who according to law enforcement, “worked in 
collusion with each other to execute the premeditated mass murder.”
	 Now, the FBI is investigating the case have yet to label the inci-
dent as terrorism or, for that matter, ISIS-related. However, democratic 
presidential candidate, Hillary Clinton, deemed the incident “not nor-
mal” and “intolerable.” She’s right; but in wake of the attacks in Paris, 
with unrest in the Middle East, and ISIS undoubtedly on the rise, many 
Americans have been quick to cry terrorism, and America as a whole is 
growing restless with radical Islam.
	 Given the circumstances of living in the Post 9/11, it’s become 
ever more strenuous to monitor and manage enemies of the state such 

as ISIS. ISIS hasn’t been the only thing on the minds of Americans as 
of late. Issues such as racism, police brutality, the ever-growing issue of 
income inequality, and climate change have become the talking points. 
Oh, and did I mention we are less than a year away from election?
	 Don’t ask for me for a solution to these problems, for I have none. 
All I can do is voice the opinion of my generation, and especially, Post 
Students. The Pioneer asked students what they thought about America’s 
recent issues, both foreign and domestic. 
	 “I’m worried,” said Livy Booker, a freshman communications 
major. “It’s scary when you turn on the news, and we live in New York, 
so you know we are a target. I’ll be honest I’ve been on edge as of late.” 
	 Booker isn’t alone, when asked the same question, Michael 
Santos, a junior political science major voiced a similar sentiment. “It’s 
[shootings] everywhere. It’s in schools, cities, suburbs, hospitals, planes. 
Everyone’s a target now, and our enemy, or whatever you want to call 
them, [are] faceless. You just don’t know,” Santos said, as he anxiously 
tied his shoes and made his way to class.  
	 Will anything change? I honestly do not know. However, based 
off my observations, the confidence of Americans, for whichever reason, 
seems to be wavering. The confidence Americans once sported so proud-
ly, is seemingly giving way to insecurity. Is it because our borders are 
under siege? Is our dollar not stretching as far as it once did? Or terror 
threats both foreign and domestic? Is it all the above? 
	 Well, whatever the problem is, Americans are searching for 
answers to those questions. Perhaps, they will be answered on Election 
Day. 

Tragedy in California Pushes Americans to the Brink

ADVERTISEMENT
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By Jenny Edengard
Assistant Opinions Editor

	 Two years ago, the award-winning documentary “Blackfish” 
premeired (July 19, 2013). Since the release, SeaWorld’s stock has had a 
dramatic fall. Now, SeaWorld is reinventing itself with a new plan of in-
creasing the size of their pools, and supposedly ending their orca shows 
in one of their theme parks.
	 “Blackfish,” a documentary following the captivity of orcas, also 
known as killer whales, shows the danger of captivating wildlife for both 
humans and whales. The documentary revealed SeaWorld’s treatment of 
orcas as to how they use callous practices at their marine-based theme 
parks. The documentary examined the death of trainer Dawn Brancheau 
that died at SeaWorld, and interviews with former trainers described 
how unethically the orcas were treated. The story revolves around Tili-
kum, a captive killer whale that has taken the lives of several people. 
	  “I felt bad initially as I have been to a show at SeaWorld as a kid, 
and enjoyed it,” said Rebecca Goch, a senior English major, after watch-
ing the documentary. “Now as an adult I was awakened to the tragic real-
ity of animals held in captivity. I would never visit SeaWorld again.” 
	 The effect of the documentary regarding SeaWorld’s revenue the 
last two years since the release of Blackfish is a dramatic stock decline. 
Its stock has dropped about 35 percent since it went public in 2013, ac-
cording to CNN Money. 
	 According to Blackfishmovie.com, in two years, SeaWorld has 
reported an 84 percent total drop in profits, as figures included a huge 
drop in attendance rates.
	 When SeaWorld’s stock started to decline, they first began by 
fighting back, stating that PETA has been spreading lies about their 
treatment of wildlife. SeaWorld announced a new project two days after 
its stock dropped more than 30 percent. SeaWorld’s latest approach is 
taking numerous steps to boost its image by new ads that feature Sea-
World employees conveying the care that animals receive at its parks.
	

	 No matter how they try to reinvent themselves or manipulate 
their practices, SeaWorld’s latest earnings show that they are losing the 
public relations battle. As SeaWorld’s revenue has declined, news about 
them reinventing themselves has spread. However, the change has only 
been announced for its San Diego Park, leaving with no planned changes 
at the other two parks in Florida and Texas, according to Blackfishmovie.
com.
	 The latest changes for SeaWorld are that in Sept. 2015, it 
launched a $100 million plan to increase the size of its whale habitat. 
The plan has been approved by the California Coastal Commission. Sea-
Worlds new tank is 350 feet long and 50 feet at its deepest point, accord-
ing to TakePart.com. 
	 However, in their article, facts regarding the usual habit of orcas 
are not meet saying, how orcas in the wild swim over 100 miles per day, 
equivalent to 1,500 laps a day in the new tank [Is this correct? Can’t fig-
ure out the sentence]  Another aspect is that orcas dive up to 1,000 feet 
below the ocean’s surface. In their new tank, that would be impossible 
as it is only 15 feet deeper than the current tank at a maximum of 50 feet 
deep. 
	 The new plan came with new additions, as SeaWorld has had 
many lawsuits against them, because of their treatment of wildlife and 
deaths at their parks. According to CNN Money, a condition for the new 
plan to be approved was that SeaWorld cannot breed the orcas it cur-
rently has in captivity in the state of California. SeaWorld has guaran-
teed that they will fight the ban.
	 When I heard about SeaWorld’s plans of expanding their pools, 
I couldn’t help but think that it’s like kidnapping someone and after a 
while providing them with a longer chain; it’s not going to do anything 
but to ease the guilt of the offender. Greed has won over ethics many 
times before, however, in the case of SeaWorld, they can’t invite ethics 
into a company built on greed, and to falsely advertise themselves as a 
company now caring for wildlife would be hypocrisy. The truth of the 
matter is—they are “reinventing” themselves to avoid bankruptcy, smell 
the greed yet?
	 Wildlife is meant to live in the wild—hint: the name. They’re not 
called pool-life creatures for a reason; they don’t belong in a pool. As 
little as Orcas deserve to be put in a pool, does SeaWorld deserve a sec-
ond chance because their new plan is preposterous? No bigger pools or 
cancellation of shows can ever set the orcas free.
	 The orcas don’t belong to SeaWorld, they were stolen from the 
ocean and their freedom was taken away. On SeaWorld’s website, they 
state that they have rescued over 26,000 animals, and helped them give 
a second chance. So my question is, why don’t they give the wildlife they 
have captivated a second chance?

Sea World Reinvents Itself Into Hypocrisy

FortunoffJewelry.com  
over 2500 items • shop 24/7 • hassle free returns

free shipping • free gift wrapping

1504 OLD COUNTRY ROAD, WESTBURY, NY 11590 
Parking lot entry, northeast end of Mall at The Source 

Order gifts for everyone on your list
while you’re on a study break.

SAVE 10% when you enter LIU at checkout

ADVERTISEMENT

SEAWORLDSANDIEGO/INSTAGRAM



OPINIONS 9December 9, 2015

By Julian Wilson
Opinions Editor

	 When we venture off to the movie theater, most of the time, if 
not all, we see movies for the ‘entertainment’ value. However, do we ever 
take a moment to think if what is on screen in front of us, could actually 
exist somewhere in real life?
	 Take Christopher Nolan’s film, “Inception” for example. The 
plot-basis for “Inception” involves the story of a man named Cobb, who, 
in essence, learns how to ‘tap’ into his mind and the minds of others and 
diffuse his and their ‘dreams’ from reality (almost acting as a parallel 
universe, in which he attempts to prevent things that could potentially 
be dangerous to them in real life).
	 Now, that may have sounded like a whole lot of jargon, so let’s 
cut to the chase. Recent discoveries by scientists are now allowing them 
to begin to ‘see’ what you’re dreaming about as you sleep, all of this in 
the form of shapes and colors thus far. Creepy? Yes, but real.
	 An article by LJ Vanier, “Scientists Can Now Record And Show 
You Your Dreams,” (Oct. 18) shed light on the new and eerie experi-
ments. “This innovative device utilizes existing technologies like Mag-
netic Resonance Imaging (MRI) and supercomputers to make a video of 
what a person is thinking about through computational models,” he said, 
highlighting the technology that scientists are using to make this a ‘real-
ity.’
	 Diving deeper into the process itself, the article states that a 
study conducted at Brown University in 2011 incorporated three people 
who wore EEG devices as they slept. When they woke, they were asked 
what they were dreaming about, and then the brain device “cataloged all 
of the brain images and stored them.” Afterwards, the scientists repeated 
this an estimated two-hundred times, and they were able to show the 
people multiple images stemming from their dreams.
	 Philosophy professor Dr. Arthur S. Lothstein believes that these 
‘experiments’ altogether, are more than what meets the eye. “The tech-
nological project in question seems little more than scientific hubris, and 
a possible cash cow for the technologists in question,” he said. “I’m not 
a Luddite, who disbelieves in science or technology, but the project in 
question though, raise more questions than it answers, and seems to me 
to be but one of many poorly thought through scientific projects, hiding-
behind the protective coloration of the attractiveness of the subject.”
	 On the other side of the coin, Richard Renelique, a senior broad-
cast major, thinks this is a discovery that will be beneficial to the public. 
“I think it is a great advancement because it can lead us to better inter-
pret the human mind and possible discover things we do not know about 
the human process of thought or emotion,” Renelique said.
	 Agreeing with Renelique’s notion is junior transfer undeclared 
major, Robert Williams. “I think it’s good that science is learning more 
about the human brain and how it works,” he said. “For scientists to be 
able to ‘see’ what you are dreaming can be very beneficial for certain 
types of patients but the technology has to be used for the greater popu-
lation and not to manipulate it.”
	 That leaves the very intriguing question: would students ever 
partake in an experiment like this, and why?
	 “If I was given the opportunity, I definitely would,” Williams 
said. “I have always been interested in dreams and what they mean but 
I normally have had trouble remembering them when I wake up. With 
this type of technology I would know exactly what I dreamt, giving me a 
clearer picture into what happens when I fall asleep.”
	 Renelique agrees. “I would do this the first chance I got,” he said. 
“I think it is an integral part of the human experience to understand 
one’s self, and what better way to do that than to see what your mind 
tries to hide from you? I may end up being scared or even bothered by 
what I find, but this is sort of like a metanoia or spiritual journey. In the 
end, I’ll be better for it.”

	

	 I have to agree with Renelique and Williams. I would honestly 
love to test this out, because all my life thus far I have been intrigued 
with the concept of dreams and just everything that goes along or is 
transpired from that concept. 
	 Even though it stems from a different branch, when I first saw 
“Inception” by Christopher Nolan, it instantly became my favorite movie 
and I was mesmerized by its plot and how, in essence, the entire movie 
was an internal battle. Aside from that, I connect to dreams in a personal 
way and have always felt that the vivid feeling one gets from a dream is 
remarkable, and how close it can feel to real life. 

Dreams: A Visual Inception Into Reality

Scientists are working on being able to record and show your 
dreams, much like that of the plot-basis for “Inception” 

INCEPTIONMOVIE/TWITTER
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By Jenny Edengard
Assistant Opinions Editor

	 Finals week has been scheduled unusually late this semester, and 
students have come to realize that this year, they might have to juggle 
cramming in ways to attain Christmas spirit between long study ses-
sions because the last final exams are on Dec. 22. So, in between writing 
papers, students might have to write their wish lists. Some students have 
already started and know what’s on their wish list.
	 “My mom asks me to make a list every year so she has some ideas 
of what to buy,” said Melissa Grossi, an early childhood education senior. 
“The one thing I really wish to get on my list this year is a new purse, I’ve 
set my eyes on a Michael Kors bag.”
	 “On my list are new dress clothes like ties and a suit. I am start-
ing student teaching next year and will soon need it for work,” said Jus-
tin Boba, a childhood education senior. 
	 Miranda Higgins, an senior English major, doesn’t have a wish 
list but is excited for exchanging gifts. “I never write a list, as I don’t care 
for what the actual material possession is,” she said. “It’s the thought 
that counts, plus, this way it’s more of a surprise.”
	 Some students don’t wish for material items, instead their wishes 
seem to be things that money can’t buy. “My biggest wish is to have a job 
by the beginning of 2016, so I can quit my part time job when I graduate 
in the spring,” said Megan Draghi, a senior childhood education major. 
	 One student has already gotten a head start from her wish list. “I 
got a new computer just now, because mine broke,” said Christina Kotar-
ski, a senior English education major. “Since I need it for school, I got it 
in advance. So this year, Christmas came early.” 

	 According to Brostick.com, the best selling technology gift prod-
uct of 2015 has been the Fitbit, a charge wireless wristband, and they 
estimate that it will he one of the best selling tech products that will be 
on people’s wish lists. The Fitbit monitors your sleep patterns, and tracks 
you workouts, heart rate, distance, calories burned, floors climbed, active 
minutes, and steps taken.
	 If you haven’t made a list yet, you better get to it. As we all know, 
if you don’t have a list, Santa might assume that you’ve been bad this 
academic year.

What’s on Your Wish List for Christmas?

By Harry Pearse
Staff Writer 

	 Catching up on assignments, writing essays, practicing statistics 
equation after statistics equation, making sure I’m ready for finals, wak-
ing up at 9 a.m. to start a day filled with studying, and being productive 
throughout out the time off. No, this is certainly not what I did through-
out the Thanksgiving break. 
	 My story was more like waking up at noon, cuddling, drinking 
tea, eating poorly, watching films, thinking about doing work, but then 
coming to the reality of  “no” to that. Now I am back at school, and the 
realization of the workload is smacking me in the face. I do regret, just a 
little, not doing an ounce of studying.
	 My justification for my lack of any attempt of bettering my aca-
demic self, is that I have had a long, tough soccer season, which, sadly 
has just come to an end. The practices five times per week, two games 
per week, and traveling up and down the east coast, and to West Virginia 
for the later part of the season, can really take its toll, especially when 
it’s on top of all the essays and quizzes that students have to complete on 
time. 
	 However, many students who don’t have this obligation also have 
other things that draw away their attention, and are still able to stay on 
top of academic tasks throughout the Thanksgiving break, which I ad-
mire. As I now look at the bright lights of my laptop, I wish I also had the 
same attitude a week ago; it would have helped.
	 It is really important to take the breaks as they come; not only to 
enjoy the company of your family and indulge in the excitement for what 
Thanksgiving has to offer, but to just relieve stress and relax, so we can 
prepare ourselves for some tough schoolwork ahead. Finding the balance 
between chillin’ and getting those stat equations 

securely fixed into your mind is hard, but important. Something I may 
have to take into consideration next year. 
	 Although I now have the dark and stormy cloud of catching up 
with some work over my rough and uncontrolled hair, I cannot let it 
overshadow the brilliant, beautiful and blooming time I had over the 
Thanksgiving break. I had such an amazing time; I experienced my first 
real Thanksgiving. Although the European one I celebrated with my best 
friends and housemates last year was wonderful, this year was just a 
REAL Thanksgiving. 
	 A gorgeous and loving Palestinian woman, Abir Khouri, hosted 
my night along with her perfect family, who provided my first taste of 
that marshmallow and sweet potato mashed potatoes. The whole expe-
rience is one I will never forget, and something I’ll take home with me 
to tell my family. The company was tremendous, and when the guitar 
and piano began to harmonize, I felt like I was in paradise (of course, I 
requested Wonderwall by Oasis). 
	 The most beautiful and defying thing about the night was the 
warmness and thankfulness of family and friends. The Khouri household 
really did remind me how important your loved ones are; their support, 
their love, their defaults, their perfect imperfections…putting all of these 
into perspective was wonderful and gave me this excitement to get home 
for Christmas and hug my own family.
	 I hope your Thanksgiving was as overwhelmingly brilliant as 
mine. I hope it was more productive on the academic side than mine 
was. Also, if you don’t think you fully appreciated what you experienced 
over the break, then have a thought, and make sure you truly and sin-
cerely say thanks for all that you have and experienced. 
          Now, good luck in all your schoolwork. I need it.

What Did You Do?

Early childhood education major Megan Draghi
JENNY EDENGARD
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By Pete Barell
Editor-at-Large 

	

	 Local band Stray Shadows will be playing two shows as part of 
Gorilla Music’s Jingle Bell Rock Festival. The band, which includes junior 
film major Mike Themistocleos on guitar and vocals, is to appear on the 
evening of Friday, Dec. 19 at The Nail in Ardmore, Pennsylvania, fol-
lowed by a show on Sunday, Dec. 20 , at Revolution Bar and Music Hall 
in Amityville, N.Y. 
	 “We play indie garage rock kind of like the early 2000’s Strokes 
and Arctic Monkeys era when [that genre] was coming back,” said The-
mistocleos. The band has been playing together for a year and a half but 
have only been playing shows for a few months. Other members include 
Joe Oliveto on guitar and Dan DeLucia on bass, both of them contribut-
ing backing vocals. 
	 According to Themistocleos, the band has recorded demos but 
are waiting to record full tracks until they acquire a permanent drum-
mer, who they are actively seeking. “I would like to take [the band] as far 
as possible,” continued Themistocleos. “Of course, it’s just fun playing 
shows and writing music. This summer I want to see if we can get togeth-
er a two week tour or something.” 
	 Stray Shadows found its origins when Themistocleos’ punk band 
in high school stopped playing together. “A good friend of mine who I 
used to swim with picked up the guitar and used to always say we should 
start a band one day,” he explained. That band eventually became a real-
ity, at first playing covers of favorite bands, but quickly writing original 
material. 
	 Themistocleous is the primary lyricist for the band. “I’m a very 
anxious person, so anxiety works into the writing,” he said of his lyrical 
topics. “Women, too. The same stuff you tend to see. Either striking out 
with women or just in general.” Alex Turner of the Arctic Monkeys is a 
key influence to the Stray Shadows lead man, as well as David Bowie. 
Originally a poetry writer, Themistocleous also find interest in the poems 
of Libertines singer Pete Doherty. 
	 Being a student of film at LIU Post, Themistocleous has informed 
his music writing with that perspective. “I can be writing something on 
guitar and think that it would work perfect in a film,” he explained. “One 
of our songs we mention Alvie Singer, the main character of ‘Annie Hall’. 

There’s always those name drops and references to scenes in our songs. I 
think in a way [film and music] are separate but you can listen to a song 
and in the second verse think about how it may tie in to a scene from 
‘Lost in Translation’ for example.” 
	 Stray Shadows and ticketing information can be found at their 
Facebook page, facebook.com/strayshadowsband. Themistocleous 
stressed the importance of supporting local bands, and why someone 
should attend a concert for band like his. “The most important reason 
[to come to these events] is that it’s good to support local bands. We’re 
definitely not as great as we can be yet, we’ve only played a few shows, 
but we’ve run into some great support. It would be very fun, it’s a holiday 
show so we have quote unquote holiday surprises, and there will be other 
bands there as well. A fun day out.” 

Stray Shadows’ Cinematic Songwriting

ANTHONY CASTALDI

ANTHONY CASTALDI
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By Melanie Spina
Assistant Arts & Entertainment Editor

	 Last week, LIU Post’s photo department held a photography 
exhibition named “(un)still”. The exhibition took place in the Sculpture 
Building from Dec. 1- 5, with a reception on the Dec. 2. It presented 14 
artists, where each of them exhibited two of their photos. Photography 
Professor Allison Rufrano explained that the exhibition was part of the 
Photo 7 “Photography Workshop” class. “The main part of the class is 
that it’s an exhibition class,” said Rufrano. “So students are working 
on this body of work so they each leave with a portfolio with their own 
concept in vision but at the same time they are putting together group 
shows.” 
	 The theme behind this show was movement. Rufrano claims that 
the theme was something the class picked as a while the first day of class 
after brainstorming different ideas. “We had groups of like five of us and 
we all came up with words and from the words we picked ones that we 
liked,” said Jessica Peace, a  senior photography major. “So for our group 
we did movement so then we all picked movement as a class and then we 
picked the title after that.”
	 Once the theme was selected, the students had a process of taking 
photos every week that related to the theme of movement. “Each artist 
approaches that theme with their own concept, their own style, their own 
vision,” said Rufrano. Peace was also very satisfied with the theme since 
she believes it was a good theme where everybody could just do their 
own thing, “You have such a variety that you can do with the concept of 
unstill,” she said. 
	  Peace, a boy’s soccer coach in her free time, decided to photo-
graph the boys in her team. “My interpretation of movement was that 
their minds are always going like crazy all the time,” she said. “So when 
it comes to sports, it’s harder to make them pay attention and get what 
they are doing, so I [captured what] they are during games and all that 
stuff.” 

ANTHONY CASTALDI

	 Student Jacqueline Scaccia, who is also a senior photography 
major, also worked with athletes but decided to go for more of the still 
part of the unstill theme. “I did athletes standing still like posing for a 
picture,” said Scaccia. “But I also wanted to show like the same emotion 
that they have on the field so I did that in the studio in Pell.” 
	 The exhibition showed a great variety in the pieces even though 
they all had the same theme. “It all depends on how the artist decides to 
take the theme, that’s why they each also wrote a statement underneath 
to tell the viewer a little bit of where they were coming from,” said Ru-
frano. “There is one student who is dealing with nature and her photo-
graphs are very sharp; they don’t deal with motion at all it’s all about the 
unstillness of nature and that kind of thing.” 
	 Scaccia really enjoyed seeing all of her classmate’s work and 
believes that the show was very successful. “There were a lot of people 
that came out and it all looks good,” she said. “I like that there is a lot 
of variety like everybody’s interpretations are different so its nice to see 
how everyone comes up with it.”  
	 “That’s the good thing about the concept of unstillness, it’s open 
ended, it’s open for interpretation,” said Rufrano. “Even having the ‘un’ 
in parenthesis leaves it a little more open for the artist to really approach 
whatever they want.” 
	 But the class didn’t only focus on the pictures, Rufrano claimed 
that big part of the class was learning not only how to put together an 
exhibition but how to work in groups. “There was a reception committee, 
a hanging committee and graphic design committee, leaving the students 
completely in charge of getting the show ready,” she said. 
	 Rufrano believes that the exhibition was fabulous and had a great 
turnout that allowed people to take a look at the work of very talented 
photographers. The exhibition was for sure filled with amazing work, 
each one with their own unique take on what (un)still might mean to the 
artist or the viewers themselves.

(un)still: LIU Post Photography Exhibition 

KHADIJAH SWANN

KHADIJAH SWANN
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By Thomas Gillen
Staff Writer

	 The television show “The Flash” premiered in October of 2014 
and is a spin-off of fellow CW show “Arrow,” starring the Green Arrow. 
The show follows the adventures of superhero Barry Allen, a.k.a. the 
Flash, and is based on the DC Comics character. In “The Flash,” Barry 
and Team Flash work at S.T.A.R. Labs in Central City and attempt to 
capture various meta-humans who threaten the city. Meta-humans are 
people who were given superpowers after an explosion in S.T.A.R. Labs, 
which affected Barry, Team Flash member Cisco Ramon, and countless 
others. Some of Barry’s powers include super speed, time travel, and 
super agility.
	 “Legends of Today,” is the eighth episode of “The Flash’s” second 
season and functions as part one of a crossover with “Arrow.” It expands 
on several characters for the newest CW spin-off of “The Flash” and “Ar-
row,” “Legends of Tomorrow,” which will premiere on Jan. 21, 2016.
	 In the eighth episode of “The Flash,” which aired on Dec. 1, Barry 
and Cisco are tasked with protecting Hawkgirl from Vandal Savage, who 
has journeyed to Central City to find and kill her. With an unstoppable 
immortal searching for Hawkgirl, Barry turns to the only people who can 
help him, Oliver Queen a.k.a. the Green Arrow and his team in Star City. 	
	 After joining with Team Arrow, our heroes meet Hawkman, who 
is also trying to protect Hawkgirl as he attempts to free her to unlock her 
powers and the memories from her past lives. While half of the episode 
was focused on Hawkgirl, the other half involved other members of 
Team Flash, including Dr. Caitlin Snow, Dr. Harrison Wells, Joe West, 

and Jay Garrick. The four had to come together to save Dr. Wells after he 
was accidentally shot by a police officer.
	 Since “Legends of Today” will be the first episode in the two-
episode crossover between “The Flash” and “Arrow,” it will have big 
shoes to fill after the high bar of the first crossover last year. Not only 
was this one of the best episodes of “The Flash,” it also topped last year’s 
crossover. Once again the high point of this crossover is the interaction 
between the different characters. It’s always fun to see actors and char-
acters from two different shows on screen at the same time. All of the 
actors have great chemistry, with Stephen Amell and Grant Gustin as 
Oliver and Barry and Carlos Valdes and Emily Bett Rickards as Cisco and 
Felicity as the standouts.
	 While the fight scenes in “Legends of Today” were fun, the small-
er character moments really stood out. One of the best moments is when 
the heroes are in Team Arrow’s base of operations where Cisco makes 
fun of Thea Queen’s alter ego and tells her he could give her a better 
superhero name. 
	 With all of the different story lines in this episode, it had the 
potential to feel very stuffed with characters and a complicated plot. 
Thankfully, this was not the case. Each story line was given plenty of 
attention and enough time was devoted to setting up “Legends of Tomor-
row” and continuing story lines in past episodes of “The Flash.” Every 
character was also given enough material and was able to stand out in 
some way.
    

“The Flash’s” Universe Expands 

INSTAGRAM/CWTHEFLASH

New episodes of “The Flash” air on Tuesday nights at 8 p.m. on The CW.
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MORE THAN JUST PIZZA

SINCE 1997

38 Glen Cove Rd Greenvale, NY 11548 ■ lontzapizza.com

516.621.5566
PIZZA

SPECIAL 06
CHICKEN PARM
ENTRÉE

+TAX
$1000

SPECIAL 07
GREEK CHOICE!

+TAX
$1000

SPECIAL 08
LARGE CHEESE PIE,
6 BUFFALO WINGS,
6 GARLIC KNOTS

+TAX
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(INCLUDES HOUSE-MADE BLUE
 CHEESE AND TOMATO SAUCE)

(INCLUDES PENNE PASTA, 
 ITALIAN BREAD)

SPECIAL 09
LARGE CHEESE PIE,
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 HOUSE-MADE TOMATO SAUCE)

SPECIAL 10
2 LARGE CHEESE PIE,
12 BUFFALO WINGS
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+TAX
$1000

SPECIAL 02
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GRILLED CHICKEN

+TAX
$1000
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CHEESEBURGER
DELUXE

+TAX
$1000

(OR BURGER DELUXE - INCLUDES
 FRIES/LETTUCE/TOMATO/PICKLE)

SPECIAL 04
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CAESAR SALAD
GRILLED CHICKEN

+TAX
$1000

(INCLUDES ITALIAN BREAD OR
 FRESH MADE BREAD STICK)

SPECIAL 05
PARM HERO CHOICE!

AND 5 BUFFALO WINGS

+TAX
$1000

CHICKEN, EGGPLANT, SAUSAGE,
OR MEATBALL

PIZZA
HUNGRY?

GYROS
HEROES

SALADS
DID YOU KNOW?

Lontza never charges for 

delivery to your dorm, 
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school. We just ask for a 

minimum of $10.

DID YOU KNOW?

You can combine 

coupons with friends

and have one large 

order delivered at once! 
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By Michael Otero 
Sports Editor 

	 And the bragging rights go to the New York Jets, at least for four 
years. The New York Jets defeated the New York Giants in overtime on 
Sunday by a score of 23-20. Going into the game, there was a lot of hoop-
la surrounding a possible matchup of Darrelle Revis and Odell Beckham 
Jr. Unfortunately, Revis didn’t live up to his end of the bargain as he was 
sidelined with an injury. 
	 As the game shifted from talking about what-ifs in press confer-
ences and interviews, the Giants were the ones who came out swinging. 
After the Jets got on the board with a field goal, giving them a 3-0 lead, 
it was Dwayne Harris who provided a spark and ignited the pro-Giant 
crowd at MetLife Stadium. On a punt by the Jets, Harris took it 80 yards 
to the house and gave his team a 7-3 lead. A few possessions later, the 
Giants added three points and took a 10-3 lead. 
	 Trailing 10-3, the Jets began to get tailback Bilal Powell involved 
in the action. Powell on the day hauled in eight balls for 91 yards and one 
of those passes went for a score from 25 yards out to even things up at 10 
with 3:30 left in the half. Less than a minute later, Beckham came alive. 
Up until that point, he had been held to one catch, (A one-handed snag 
over the middle that left spectators in awe), but one catch nonetheless. 
He found a soft spot in the Jets’ secondary and took off 72 yards to the 
end zone, putting the G-Men up 17-10. The Jets tried to put up points at 
the end of the half, but failed. In doing so, they gave the Giants enough 
time to add another field goal and make it 20-10 at the intermission. 
	 The third quarter was scoreless and that looked to be a big disad-
vantage for the Jets who were now facing two enemies: the Giants and 
the clock. As the fourth quarter opened, the Giants were in the midst of 
a drive that spanned 11 minutes. They made a choice that will be second-
guessed by many critics and decided to go for it on fourth down and two 
from the Jets four-yard line and forgo an almost automatic three points. 
Instead of going up 23-10, the Giants went for it and Eli Manning was 
intercepted, and the Jets suddenly had life. 
	 On the Jets ensuing drive, they marched into Giant territory, but 
stalled on the six-yard line and had to settle for a field goal, which made 
it 20-13. On the next Giants possession, the Jets defense stepped up and 
forced a three-and-out. Down by a touchdown and with 2:40 left, the 
Jets had a chance to tie it. They started their drive from their own 29 

and quickly moved the ball downfield thanks to plays from Powell and 
scrambles by Ryan Fitzpatrick, including a big one on fourth and six, 
which went for 15 yards. 
	 With 32 seconds left, the aforementioned Fitzpatrick connected 
with Brandon Marshall on a fade route and the Jets evened up the score 
at 20, while the Giants found themselves in a familiar position. The Gi-
ants, who opened the year with back-to-back fourth quarter debacles, 
allowed 10 points to the Jets in the last five minutes of play. 
	 In the overtime, the Jets drove the ball all the way to the Giants 
eight, but were stopped and forced to kick a field goal. With the Jets up 
by three and the Giants needing at least a field goal to extend the game, 
all the pressure fell on Manning. Manning and the offense found them-
selves in a critical fourth down, but were able to convert thanks to none 
other than OBJ who hauled in one of his six catches on the day, this one 
for 20 yards, all the way to the Jets 34-yard line. 
	 A few plays later, the Jets forced the Giants to attempt a 48-yard 
field and Josh Brown, who hadn’t missed a kick all year, hooked it wide 
left, giving the Jets a thrilling victory and the Giants a deflating loss. 
	 A lot of what fans expected to see on the field happened. Beck-
ham had his way for the most part with the Jets defenders (he totaled 
149 yards on six catches and a TD). The Jets defense was able to stuff 
the run. But the big x-factor was the play of Fitzpatrick, who was 36 of 
50 passing for 390 yards and two touchdowns. He also accounted for 22 
yards on the ground and a couple key first downs, which extended drives. 
	 You can point to multiple spots in the game where the tide began 
to switch in favor of the Jets, but Giants Head Coach Tom Coughlin 
needs to take blame for his decision to go for it on fourth down in the 
fourth quarter and not take three points and go up 23-10. If you kick the 
field goal, you go up by 13 points and the Jets are now forced to score 
two touchdowns in a matter of eight minutes and change instead of a 
touchdown and a field goal. That was the turning point of the game.
	 As it stands right now, the Jets are 7-5 and are right in the thick 
of things in a crowded AFC Wildcard picture. The Giants sit at 5-7 and 
are still in contention in the NFC (L)East. Both have put themselves in 
position to play meaningful games in December and hopefully playoff 
games in January.  

Gang Green Trumps Big Blue 

LASVEGASNVBLOG

Jets Head Coach Todd Bowles
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By Joseph Iemma
Staff Writer

           Woeful, pitiful, inept, and disgraceful are a just a few words used 
to describe the Los Angeles Lakers since the death of Franchise Owner, 
Dr. Jerry Buss, back in the spring of 2013.  
	 Formerly known as the ‘Showtime Lakers’, the Lakers as of 2013 
wouldn’t even qualify as an opening act for your daughter’s 8th grade 
dance recital. Since the beginning of the abysmal 2013-14 campaign, the 
Lakers have amassed 138 losses and just 49 wins; and just to put things 
further into perspective, the 2014-15 Golden State Warriors, who by the 
way hoisted the Larry O’Brien trophy this past summer over LeBron and 
a hapless Cavs team in six, had 42 wins at the all-star break and just nine 
losses.  
	 Did I mention that the Oklahoma City Thunder; who played 55 
games without the 2013-14 League MVP Kevin Durant (due to a multi-
tude of injuries including a season ending broken foot) somehow man-
aged to amass 45 wins last year, while just missing the playoffs as a ninth 
seed, in a stacked Western Conference.  
	 Sorry folks, but the Lakers are far away from competing for an 
NBA championship, according to Bleacher Report’s senior NBA writer 
Kevin Ding.  
	 “When you look at the talent, especially in the stacked Western 
Conference, it’s safe to say the Lakers are certainly in a rebuild mode,” 
said Ding, who has covered the Lakers for the past 19 years. 
	 “What makes matters worse for Laker fans is that for the past 20-
30 years (with the exception of the last three seasons), Laker fans know 
only Magic Johnson, Kobe Bryant, Shaq, Kareem, and oh yeah, Champi-
onships,”  Ding added.  
	 The demise of the Lakers, on the court, can be traced back to 
that fateful night in early April 2013, the night Kobe ‘Bean’ Bryant, tore 
his left achilles tendon. Since then, the organization, as well as their fan 
base, has seen nothing but loss after loss, whether it be on the court, or 
in free agency.  
	 “It’s certainly frustrating for Kobe, as well as the organization, 
to miss out on all these big time free agents,” Ding said. The free agents 
he is referring to, include stars such as Dwight Howard, Lebron James, 
Carmelo Anthony, and most notably, Lamarcus Aldridge, whose camp 
expressed his displeasure with L.A.’s sales pitch to him this past off-sea-
son, before he took his talents to San Antonio.

	 Bryant received most of the flak for Aldridge’s decision not to 
become a Laker, after reportedly telling Aldridge; “You can almost be my 
Pau [Gasol].”  However, Ding refuted that report, claiming Bryant was a 
positive focal point in the organization’s sales pitch to the All-Star Power 
Forward, who in Ding’s word “wasn’t really cut out for the job anyway” 
for becoming the centerpiece of a rebuilding NBA franchise. 
	 Nonetheless, the Lakers are currently caught between two eras, 
managing a fading superstar’s farewell tour, while ushering in a youth 
movement, with the likes of guards Deangelo Russell, Jordan Clarkson, 
and stretch four Julius Randle, who have all shown plenty of promise in 
their first year playing together.  All despite a 3-15 start to what will most 
likely be another lost season.  

Trouble in Paradise:  Starring your Los Angeles Lakers

	 Although their season came to an end last week, the men’s soccer 
team had five members earn All-East Region Honors by the National 
Soccer Coaches Association of America. Three members were named to 
the first-team, including senior midfielder Per Forgaard, junior forward 
Jason Lampkin, and sophomore back David Arvidsson. Junior goal-
keeper Jesper Malmstrom got a second-team nod, and senior midfielder 
Matias Ruiz earned third-team recognition. In addition to this honor, 
Forgaard and Arvidsson were named All-Americans by the same com-
mittee. 
	 On the women’s side, four student-athletes were also named to 
the All-East Region roster and they included: senior forward Susanne 
Vistnes, who landed on the first-team, junior back Kristin Brandman, 
who earned a second-team nod, and senior back Katie LaManna and 
junior midfielder Julia Backman, who both earned third-team praise. 
And no surprise here, but Vistnes landed on the All-America team for the 
fourth straight season.

Soccer Honors
By Michael Otero 
Sports Editor
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	 Competing in the Dragon Open in Minnesota, the wrestling team 
had 11 top-5 finishes, led by sophomore Joe Calderone and junior Vinny 
Turano. Both gentlemen had respective second-place turnouts at 133 and 
141 lbs. 
	 Calderon advanced to the final in his weight class after pinning 
his opponent in the semi-final in just over two minutes. He later fell the 
Blake Bosch, who is ranked no. 2 in the nation, by a score of 8-2. 
	 Turano won back-to-back decisions against North Dakota State 
en route to his second place finish. Sophomores Ronnie King and Matt 
Langan each had third place showings at the 149 and 184 lb. marker, 
respectively. 
	 The Pioneers will hit the mat again on Saturday, Dec. 12, when 
they wrestle at the Mariners Duals, which is hosted by the United States 
Merchant Marine Academy. First bout is scheduled for 11 a.m. 

Wresting 
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Los Angeles Lakers’ Kobe Bryant
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	 On Thursday, Dec. 3, the fifth-seeded Pioneers got an incred-
ible performance from sophomore outside-hitter Danielle Valenza, who 
totaled a match-high 19 kills, but it wasn’t enough to get passed fourth-
seeded NYIT in the NCAA Division II Championship East Region quar-
terfinal. NYIT ultimately won the hard fought match 3-2. 
	 The Pioneers claimed the first set rather easily thanks to a 12-2 
run late, but lost their groove; dropping the next two sets. With their 
backs against the wall, the Pioneers responded and it was Valenza who 
provided the impetus. During an 8-1 run in the fourth set, she slammed 
down two kills and also had a block. 

	 In the deciding fifth and final set, the Pioneers were, again, led 
by Valenza who had four kills, but NYIT weathered the storm and came 
out on top in the final set, 15-13. In addition to Valenza’s fantastic game, 
freshman outside-hitter Rachel Londot totaled 14 kills and 11 digs while 
junior outside-hitter Analise Austin chipped in with six kills and seven 
digs of her own. 
	 Head Coach Shellane Ogoshi and her team finished the season 
with 23 wins compared to 11 losses. The team will look to build on its 
successful campaign next fall.  

Women’s Volleyball 
By Michael Otero 
Sports Editor 

HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS?
ADVANCE YOUR STUDIES & GRADUATE EARLY

JANUARY 4 - 15, 2016
Earn 3 credits in 10 days

• Earn 3 credits in 10 days 
• More than 40 courses available
• Morning through evening  
   classes available
• Courses run Monday  
   through Friday

For course offerings and to register, 
visit liu.edu/post/winter

Winter Session 2016 is held over a 10-day  

period (Jan. 4 through Jan. 15, 2016) and  

is considered a full semester. Courses are  

open to both current LIU Post students,  

new students as well as visiting students  

from other colleges and universities.
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By Thomas Scavetta 
Assistant Sports Editor 

	 Akosa Maduegbunam, a senior broadcasting major form Hyde 
Park, Mass., is a shooting guard for the men’s basketball team. Madueg-
bunam is in his third year for the Pioneers and is averaging 7 points and 
4 rebounds through the first six games of the season.  
Q: What would you say first sparked your interest into playing basket-
ball?
A: When I was a kid, I heard that Michael Jordan never missed a shot. 
Just hearing stories like that influenced me to strive to be perfect and 
perfect my craft, which is what I still try to do today. 
Q: So, you transferred to LIU Post after playing for Penn State University 
for one year?
A: Yes, I went to Penn State my freshman year. I was actually recruited 
by Coach Pat Chambers at Boston University and he got the job at Penn 
State, so I was pretty much committed to the coach more than the 
school. Chambers was involved with my family in terms of reaching out 
to my mom, my siblings, and myself, which made me feel very comfort-
able. He was always the ideal coach I wanted to play for. When I got to 
college, I realized it was very complicated at that level in terms of plays 
and how intense the game was. I was a little overwhelmed at that time, 
so transferring to LIU Post was the better move for me because the game 
was slower and had a better pace that I could play at.  
Q: Being a more experienced player who’s played in Coach Smiles’ sys-
tem for two to three years, how do the younger players look up to you? 
A: Playing in Coach Smiles’ system for two to three years has made 
me think less and play more. I’m not one of those guys who fills up the 
stat-sheet a whole lot, but I play hard and I make big plays that help us 
win games. Coach Smiles has brought the best out of me by making me 
prepared for that level of play if I was to get recruited all over again.   
Q: What is the strongest asset of your game?
A: Shooting is definitely the strongest asset of my game and I pretty 
much fell in love with that. As a kid growing up, I always dreamed of 
making game-winning shots, so that’s something I took seriously early 
on. From there on, the rest of my game started falling into place.  
Q: What influenced your decision to come to LIU Post? 
A: I think Coach Smiles just won me over. He’s a great recruiter who’s 
huge into transfers and guys who are looking for second chances and 
getting a fresh start. Coach Smiles has an eye for talent on that and he 
recruited guys like myself, P.J. Torres, Jared Hall, Isaiah Stokley, and so 
on. I think he’s building a good foundation here and the type of guys he 
wants in his program.
Q: What goes through your mind when you’re on the floor late in a close 
game?
A: I just try to focus on my habits and making winning plays. I also try 
teaching plays that I’m learning in practice and all the things Coach 
Smiles is trying to instill in us. Guys get tired late in the game and Coach 
Smiles wants us to continue to close out with two hands up, play on our 
toes, and to communicate with our teammates. Those are the little things 
that I really try to focus on late in the game. 
Q: Are there any areas you think the team needs to address or improve 
on moving forward? 
A: Our biggest area of improvement is getting better every day. I think 
if we all get better individually and collectively, it will help us. We need 
to consistently bring effort, play tough, and do all the little things like 
crashing the defensive boards and getting back on transition defense. 
Q: Do you think this team has the ability to win the East Coast Confer-
ence?
A: We have more than the ability to win the ECC because all of the pieces 
fit here and we really gel well together as a team. We also have experi-
ence, scoring, and other strengths. I’d like to see myself and the other 

guys work on playing tougher as the season goes on because toughness 
isn’t a skill that everyone has.   
Q: What is your favorite part about playing basketball? 
A: My favorite part is making a shot in someone’s face knowing that you 
put in all the hours and to see all the hard work pay off when you’re mak-
ing shots. The game of basketball is beautiful to watch; it’s like poetry in 
motion, so I think seeing the look on my defender’s face after I make a 
shot is something I get a thrill out of. 
Q: What is one thing that people may not know about you?
A: I’m really into fashion, so I think my personality is the same both on 
and off the court. I just try to play loud and make statements just like I 
do with my fashion. 
Q: Do you have any plans after graduating?
A: Hopefully I can play professionally, but if not, I want to pursue my 
career in broadcasting. I’m excited for my future, whether it’s playing or 
coaching basketball or pursing my career. My biggest goal would be play-
ing in front of the camera.
Q: Who do you most admire?
A: I most admire my mom. My father passed away when I was nine years 
old, so my mom has been raising me since I was nine. I just turned 23 on 
Sunday and I feel like my mom is a superwoman, which is no cliché. It 
was only a few years ago that my mom just went full-time in her job back 
home working for public transportation. I try to pick my toughness from 
my mom because she’s such a tough woman.  

Athlete of the Week: Akosa Maduegbunam 

Pioneers’ #0, senior Akosa Maduegbunam, about to make an offensive 
play
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By Thomas Scavetta 
Assistant Sports Editor 

	 After falling behind by 17 points in the first 
half, men’s basketball (5-2) battled back to secure a 
71-63 victory over the Mercy College Mavericks (1-3) 
in their East Coast Conference debut, Saturday, Dec. 
5, at the Pratt Recreation Center in Brookville, N.Y.
	 The Pioneers were coming off a loss against 
seventh-ranked Southern Connecticut State Univer-
sity Monday night where they surrendered 98 points. 
Saturday’s first half seemed to be a bit of a hangover 
as the Pioneers were down 40-23 late in the opening 
stanza. Part of the issue was finding an answer for 
Mavericks’ center William Robinson, who scored 13 
first-half points. However, sophomore forward Hunter 
Powell finally slowed Robinson down late in the half 
as the Pioneers chipped away at the lead, going into 
the locker room down 42-32.  
	 In the second half, the Green and Gold flipped 
the switch with a 12-2 run, which tied the game at 
44 apiece at the 13:38 mark. All the momentum 
had shifted to the hosts as junior guard Jared Hall 
knocked down the jumper to tie up the score. 
	 Mavericks guard Shaquille Stokes would bury 
a corner three out of the timeout to regain the lead for 
the visitors, but the Pioneers erupted with an 8-1 run 
as senior guard Dillon Burns scored five of the first 
seven points. 
	 Burns also drained the eventual dagger, a 
three-pointer from the top of the key, putting the 
game to bed. The 5’7” guard was one of many players 
who had an impressive second half after only scoring 
two points in the first 20 minutes of play. Burns fin-
ished with 15 points, seven assists, and four steals. Ju-
nior forward Greg Dotson also struggled early on, but 
still tallied 10 points, five rebounds, and three steals. 
Leading the pack in scoring was Hall who scored a 
game-high 22 points, with six boards, and three steals.   

	

	

Mercy fell apart in the second half as they only made 
four field goals, shooting just 16 percent from the 
field, and only making one three-pointer after mak-
ing seven from downtown in the first period. Mercy 
scored just 21 second half points and turned the ball 
over 24 times in the contest, which helped the Pio-
neers get back into the game. 
	 Defensively, LIU was able to limit Robinson 
and Stokes who were on fire in the first half. Robinson 
recorded 21 points and 10 rebounds and Stokes had 
20 points, three assists, and two steals. 
	 Head Coach Erik Smiles will lead his squad 
back on the floor on Wednesday, Dec. 9, as he pre-
pares to square off against his alma mater, the Univer-
sity of Bridgeport, in an ECC duel at the Pratt Recre-
ation Center in Brookville, N.Y. Tip-off is scheduled 
for 7:30 p.m.    

Men’s Basketball Bounces 
Back Against Mercy

	 The Pioneers stepped on their home 
court for the first time this season on Wednes-
day, Dec. 2, when they welcomed Mercy Col-
lege to the Pratt Recreation Center. The Green 
and Gold came out strong and shot at a 50 
percent clip for the first half, which set the tone 
for the game. Senior guard Quanisha Ratley 
scored 12 of her season-high 18 in the first half, 
as the Pioneers took a 36-19 lead into intermis-
sion. 
	 In the second half, the Pioneers let their 
foot off the gas slightly, but kept the damage 
under control and ended up winning by a score 

of 63-55. Freshman guard Shannon Doyle 
finished with 12 points while senior forward 
Nyasia Davis and senior guard Jalyn Brown 
had 10 points each. 
	 The Pioneers returned to the hardwood 
on Saturday, Dec. 5, when they traveled to face 
St. Thomas Aquinas College. In that battle, the 
Pioneers scored just six points in the opening 
ten minutes and that was a microcosm of the 
afternoon as points were hard to come by and 
the Pioneers fell 48-41. 
	 Junior forward Janaysia James led LIU 
with 14 points on 12 shots in her 30 minutes 

of action while sophomore guard Khea Gibbs 
also played well scoring nine points with two 
assists and a couple steals. On the other side of 
the ball, sophomore guard Jenna Erickson led 
in the scoring department for St. Thomas with 
14 points while they played stifling defense 
against the Pioneers, limiting them to just 23 
percent shooting from the field. 
	 The Green and Gold will get back at 
it on Wednesday, Dec. 9, when they host the 
University of Bridgeport. Opening tip is set for 
5 p.m.

Women’s BasketballBy Michael Otero 
Sports Editor 

Mens Basketball

University of Bridgeport
Wednesday, Dec. 9, at 7:30 p.m.

Dowling College
Saturday, Dec. 12, at 3:30 p.m.

Womens Basketball

University of Bridgeport
Wednesday, Dec. 9, at 5 p.m.

Dowling College
Saturday, Dec. 12, at 1:30 p.m.
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