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By Shelby Townsend
Staff Writer
 
After a semester on leave from her position 
as Chief of Staff, Dr. Jackie Nealon has been 
named the new vice president of enrollment 
at the Culinary Institute of America in Hyde 
Park, N.Y., and will not be returning to LIU.
 As the Pioneer reported on Feb. 13, 
2014, Dr. Nealon was appointed as chief of 
staff and vice president of enrollment, Campus 
Life, and Communications by President Kim-
berly Cline in 2013.  According to Dr. Nealon’s 
LinkedIn page, before that, she spent 14 years 
as the Vice President for Enrollment, Commu-
nications and Marketing at NYIT. LIU Admin-
istrators would not comment about why Dr. 
Nealon left less than three years after becom-
ing President Cline’s second in command.  The 
university did not issue an announcement 
about Nealon’s departure.

Chief of Staff  
Departs 

University

By Moa Golster
Online Editor

After the hoverboard started to appear in the 
streets and on celebrity Instagram sites in 
2015, it quickly became the must-have gad-
get of the year. Recently, however, the self-
balancing, motorized scooter has been the 
object of legal and safety concerns. LIU Post is 
now among an increasing number of colleges 
across the country prohibiting hoverboards on 
their campuses.
 Notices posted in the B. Davis Schwartz 
Memorial Library entrance, and elsewhere 
on campus, inform students that “LIU Post is 
prohibiting the usage, storage and charging of 
[hoverboards] on campus, this includes, resi-
dence halls, academic buildings or any other 

Hoverboards 
Banned

“This is from Delta Zeta’s first philanthropy event, Mr. DeZirable, on November 19, which was a huge suc-
cess. We raised over $1,000 and it all went to our philanthropy for speech and hearing. The money was 
given to the Starkey Hearing Foundation. I can’t wait to watch our chapter grow!” 
        - Bailey Taft, junior marketing major

“This is my favorite picture in my camera roll because it reminds me of how much joy my friends bring into 
my life. It’s my favorite because it was the start to a night my friends and I will never forget and that we’ll 
always reminisce about. Besides that, it captured each of our facial expressions and you can tell how much 
joy we bring to each other.”    - Giovanna Domingo, sophomore accounting major

Let the Good Times Roll: 
The Pioneer’s weekly feature where students share their most memorable moments on camera

See more on page 7
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Snow on campus isn’t out of the ordinary. Above, pictures from previous issues of The Pioneer showing what 
snow has been like in Brookville dating back to 1995.

A car parked in the snow, from a February 2000 issue of The Pioneer

A snow man built out on the Great Lawn, from a 
February 1995 issue of The Pioneer

ERIK H. LEE

DARREN ERIC GABA
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 The university’s department of human resources would not 
respond to inquiries regarding her last day of employment.  Dean of 
Students, Abagail Van Vlerah, confirmed that Dr. Nealon was no longer 
at the university, but would not comment further.  Dr. Nealon did not 
return the Pioneer’s multiple phone calls. 
 Although Dr. Nealon’s name is not listed on the Culinary Insti-
tute’s website as part of the admissions team, Dr. Nealon’s LinkedIn 
page states that she began her new position as vice president, enrollment 
management, in January 2016. 
 Jeffrey Kane, vice president for academic affairs, in response to 
the Pioneer’s inquiries about Nealon’s departure from the university, 
said, “We don’t comment on personnel matters. It’s a matter of personal 
privacy, and I wish her the best.”

buildings, walkways and parking lots.”
 According to a Huffington Post ar-
ticle last month by Collin Binkley, at least 20 
universities have banned or restricted hover-
boards during or after the winter break this 
winter. The online news source reported that 
the risk of falls and collisions is a concern, 
but that many colleges are also responding to 
warnings from federal authorities that some 
hoverboards have caught on fire. Dean of Stu-
dents, Abagail Van Vlerah, confirmed that this 
is the case on campus.
 “Because of recent news reports 
regarding hoverboard fires and because the 
safety and security of our students is our top 
priority, the university chose to ban hover-
boards from campus,” Van Vlerah wrote in an 
email  to The Pioneer. 
 An unconfirmed number of hover-
boards were actually purchased by the univer-
sity for students to rent through the campus 
concierge last semester. These have now been 
returned to the seller for full price, according 
to Van Vlerah.
 Students have cooperated with the 
new policy, according to Van Vlerah, and no 
feedback has been received by the dean of 
student’s office or Campus Life.
 In November, a Louisiana home was 
destroyed when a hoverboard exploded after 
it was left plugged in to charge, according to 
wgntv.com. During the past month, several 
incidents about charging hoverboards catch-
ing fire have been reported also in New York 
and New Jersey. The incidents are believed to 
have been caused by poorly made batteries. 
 Stony Brook University, which has 
also announced a campus ban, is warning stu-
dents on its website about safety alerts from 
the National Fire Protection Association and 
the NYS Office of Fire Prevention in relation 
to hoverboards. Furthermore, the univer-
sity reports that the U.S. Consumer Product 
Safety Commission is investigating the cause 
of fires and risks linked to fires in 17 states.  
 The hoverboard, which is an evolution 
of the infamous Segway “personal transporta-

tion device,” caused concern almost immedi-
ately after it entered the market. In Novem-
ber, NYPD officials prohibited hoverboards  in 
New York City, simply because they are motor 
vehicles that cannot be registered. Unlawful 
hoverboarding on sidewalks, streets or park-
ing lots could result in a fine of up to $200, 
according to the New York Daily News.
 New York isn’t the only state to regu-
late the use of hoverboards. In California, a 
new has gone into effect that requires hover-
board users to wear helmets and limit speeds 
to 35 mph. It will also prohibit anyone under 
16 from riding the devices.

Hoverboards Banned continued from page 1

Cheif of Staff  Departs University continued from page 1

By Hayley Rydowski
Staff Writer

 At the beginning of this spring semester, 
students discovered that the photocopy ma-
chine located on the main floor of the library, 
which previously charged 10 cents per copy, 
was now free. Copies can be made without 
depositing money. Rosmary Kopczynski, an 
Administrative Assistant in the office of the 
Dean of Library, said that the reason behind the 
elimination of the charge was that “Dr. Cline 
felt it better aligned LIU Post with other univer-
sities. 
 Gabrielle Lewis, senior public relations 
major, said that this change is a positive one. “I 
don’t have a printer or copy machine at home, 
so it being free helps me out a lot, plus I can 
photocopy pages out of some books I need… 
some of my professors only use the books a few 
times a semester, there is no point [in] buying 
them.”  
  Mary Kate Boyd-Burns, a reference 
librarian at the B. Davis Schwartz Memorial 
Library, often sees students taking pictures of 
textbook pages on their phones. Now, “with the 
copy machine being free, I do see many more 
students taking advantage of it. I think anything 
the school can offer to their students for free to 
help is great,” she said. 

Free Copies

MOA GOLSTER

Posters banning the use of hoverboards can be 
seen at various locations on campus

LINKEDIN/JACKIE NEALON

Former Chief of Staff, Dr. Jackie 
Nealon, has been named the new 

vice president of enrollment at 
the Culinary Institute of America 

in Hyde Park, N.Y.  

One of the 
copy machines 
now free from 

charge, located 
at the Library

HAYLEY RYDOWSKI
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By Angela Alfano
 Co-News Editor

 The legalization of mari-
juana is one of the latest topics of 
conversation in America. While 
some states such as Colorado and 
Washington passed the legaliza-
tion of the drug for leisure pur-
poses, others are beginning to 
warm up to the idea of at least 
allowing the plant for medical use. 
New York, more specifically Long 
Island, opened two new medical 
marijuana dispensaries; one in 
Nassau County and the other in 
Riverhead, Suffolk County. 
 According to Marijuana 
Policy Project’s official website, 
the first eight medical marijuana 
dispensaries were opened in New 
York on Jan. 7, 2016. As far as 
rules and regulations go, the web-
site states, “marijuana can only be 
recommended by registered doc-
tors who have taken a costly 4.5 
hour course on medical cannabis,” 
As of Friday, Jan.29, there were 

306 physicians and 465 patients 
certified by the state, according to 
the Department Of Health.
 Under the New York State 
Medical Marijuana Program, 
“anyone with a debilitating or life 
threatening-condition is eligible 
to use medical marijuana.” Such 
conditions include, cancer, HIV 
infection or AIDS, amyotrophic 
lateral sclerosis (ALS), Parkin-
son’s disease, multiple sclerosis, 
spinal cord injury with spasticity, 
epilepsy, inflammatory bowel dis-
ease, neuropathy, and Hunting-
ton’s disease.
 According to The Long 
Island Press, the medicinal mari-
juana offered at the Riverhead 
facility costs between $100-$300. 
However, some patients may be 
eligible for subsidies of 15-20 
percent depending on if they live 
below poverty level or are on 
Medicaid.

Medical Marijuana  
Dispensaries on Long Island

NEWSADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT
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MORE THAN JUST PIZZA

SINCE 1997

38 Glen Cove Rd Greenvale, NY 11548 ■ lontzapizza.com

516.621.5566
PIZZA

SPECIAL 06
CHICKEN PARM
ENTRÉE

+TAX
$1000

SPECIAL 07
GREEK CHOICE!

+TAX
$1000

SPECIAL 08
LARGE CHEESE PIE,
6 BUFFALO WINGS,
6 GARLIC KNOTS

+TAX
$2000

(INCLUDES HOUSE-MADE BLUE
 CHEESE AND TOMATO SAUCE)

(INCLUDES PENNE PASTA, 
 ITALIAN BREAD)

SPECIAL 09
LARGE CHEESE PIE,
6 GARLIC KNOTS,
BAKED ZITI, SALAD

+TAX
$2500

(INCLUDES ITALIAN BREAD,
 HOUSE-MADE TOMATO SAUCE)

SPECIAL 10
2 LARGE CHEESE PIE,
12 BUFFALO WINGS

AND FRENCH FRIES

+TAX
$3500

CHICKEN SOUVLAKI OR GYRO,
BEEF SOUVLAKI OR GYRO (INCLUDES HOUSE-MADE

 BLUE CHEESE)

SPECIAL 01
SMALL
CHEESE
PIZZA

+TAX
$1000

SPECIAL 02
PENNE ALA VODKA
GRILLED CHICKEN

+TAX
$1000

SPECIAL 03
CHEESEBURGER
DELUXE

+TAX
$1000

(OR BURGER DELUXE - INCLUDES
 FRIES/LETTUCE/TOMATO/PICKLE)

SPECIAL 04
GARDEN, GREEK, OR
CAESAR SALAD
GRILLED CHICKEN

+TAX
$1000

(INCLUDES ITALIAN BREAD OR
 FRESH MADE BREAD STICK)

SPECIAL 05
PARM HERO CHOICE!

AND 5 BUFFALO WINGS

+TAX
$1000

CHICKEN, EGGPLANT, SAUSAGE,
OR MEATBALL

PIZZA
HUNGRY?

GYROS
HEROES
SALADS

DID YOU KNOW?
Lontza never charges for 

delivery to your dorm, 

club, or anywhere in the 

school. We just ask for a 

minimum of $10.

DID YOU KNOW?

You can combine 

coupons with friends

and have one large 

order delivered at once! 
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STUDENT & EDUCATOR DISCOUNT

SHOW YOUR I.D.
AND SAVE!

No coupon or appointment necessary.
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Not valid on batteries, or brake and diagnostic services, 
or in conjunction with any other offer or discount.20%
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Visit us at NYC.JiffyLube.com for additional coupon offers and participating Jiffy Lube® service centers near you.

By Shelby Townsend
Staff Writer

 Winter Storm Jonas dropped nearly two feet of snow on parts of 
Long Island, according to weather.com. With more snow expected in the 
forecast within the next few weeks, students may have difficulty filling 
the time when stuck indoors.  Although the weather since Winter Storm 
Jonas has been mild, winter is far from over.  Here are a few ideas that 
can help pass the time if you are snowed in.  
1. Netflix
Many students will probably say they spent their time indoors binge-
watching their favorite show on Netflix.  As long as the Wi-Fi is working, 
streaming services like Netflix can be the perfect way to pass the time; 
whether you are alone or with a group of friends.  If you aren’t a sub-
scriber to any of these, you probably know somebody who is.  An easy 
solution would be to join them, or since subscribers are allowed multiple 
devices, many people may have extra devices that have not been used.  
Ask them if they would be willing to share their username or password. 
Temporarily of course.
 Natalia Schaefer, a freshman business major, is one of many stu-
dents who went with this option.  “I stayed in and watched three seasons 
of the office,” she said. 

2. Games
Whether they’re video games or old-school board games, games are a 
great way to spend time with friends without just sitting in front of a T.V.  
If neither is available, look up new ones on the Internet.  
3. Adult Coloring books
It is amazing how quickly time flies when coloring in all of the intricate 
details in each picture.  Adult coloring books are a new craze that makes 
it socially acceptable for grown men and women to color pre-drawn pic-
tures.  They are available from a variety of retailers including Barnes and 
Noble, Target, Urban Outfitters or Amazon.  Plus, according to an article 
published by medicaldaily.com in 2015 by Dana Dovey, art therapy in 
highly effective in relieving stress in adults. 
4. Shovel
Zoey Zibor, a freshman public relations major, went home to New Jersey 
for the storm, where she said her hometown got more than 20 inches.  “I 
shoveled for about three hours because the plow plowed us in,” she said.  
Although this may not sound like the most fun option, it is a really pro-
ductive way to spend the time.  If your sidewalk or driveway is all clear, 
try seeing if anybody in your neighborhood could use any help.  
5. Schoolwork
Whether you finish your homework at the beginning of the storm, or put 
it off until, it has to get done eventually, so you may as well use this time 
inside to finish it.  
6. Go Outside!
After the storm has passed, but the roads and sidewalks have not yet 
been touched, put on a few layers and go outside.  It looks like the snow 
could be around for a while, so you might as well enjoy it.  Grab a few 
friends, channel your inner child and head outside.  
 

How to Beat Cabin Fever 

SHUAISHUAI LI

From left: Students Reggie Zhang, Peter Lu, and Wind Che 
built a snow man with the leftovers from storm Jonas

ADVERTISEMENT
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Share your favorite photograph on your phone, too. Email it to us at: liupostpioneer@gmail.com and tell us why it is important to you.

By Mirna Youssef 
Features Editor 

 To most college students, their phone is their life. Not only because it houses their favorite social media, games, emails and notes, but also 
their photographs. The photos of your best friend making a fool of himself, your sports team or your sisters make your life worthwhile. Your pho-
tos will always mean something and you will have that moment forever. In this weekly feature, Post students share their favorite photo on their 
phones.

Let the Good Times Roll

“This is my most important picture 
because it’s the first picture my 
stunt group took together. These 
girls are my closest friends here at 
Post and our friendship is unique 
to everyone else’s. I’m so grateful 
to have them as my group because 
of all the laughter and confidence 
they give me can to get through the 
hardest practices.” 
- Miranda Alldaffer, freshman biomedical 
science major

“I would say this picture of the 
tree is my favorite because it 
was taken in early November. 
I love Post during the fall. The 
colors of the leaves are my 
favorite and the sun shining 
behind the tree really makes 
the leaves glow with color.” 
- Camila Merchan, senior fine arts 
major

MIRANDA ALLDAFFER

CAMILLA MERCHAN
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By Melanie Spina
Co-Opinions Editor

 Memes and viral videos play a huge part in what we know today 
as modern comedy. Almost every other day that I log into Facebook or 
any other social media site, I  see different examples of what people in 
this generation find funny. Some examples, to name a few, are the Ker-
mit the Frog tea meme and the famous Grumpy Cat. 
 Internet comedy can be funny and relatable to almost anyone. 
Doug Robinson, who graduated in May 2015 with a B.F.A. degree in mu-
sical theater, believes that this type of comedy speaks very loudly for his 
generation. “The Kermit meme is a great meme and it’s so relatable to 
everything we know because of the Internet. We’ve all been so connected 
because of memes, and they make everyone laugh,” Robinson said. “I 
think things like Vine and [memes] are funny, but, I am not sure of [its] 
lasting impact. I guess no one is sure of the lasting impact of our genera-
tion’s brand of humor,” he added. 
 Robinson believes that people simply have a lot of free time on 
their hands to ‘make’ their own humor, whether it’s someone creating a 
meme, or uploading a funny video on YouTube. “I think those who really 
know how to use their free time, use it well and have made a career for 
themselves and everyone else is just copying [them],” Robinson said.
 But, Robinson also believes that there isn’t enough substance to 
physical comedy today. “People now try to be clever and witty, and often 
times it can go over people’s heads,” he said. “I think comedy writers are 
often thinking ‘man how clever am I’ and the point of comedy isn’t how 
clever you are; it’s what you are making people realize, and if you are so 
smart that people are missing it, you really aren’t that smart.” 

 
 Another issue that comedy faces in the present day is the issue of 
political correctness. It is common for comedians to make jokes that de-
grade others; however, when an individual feels offended by these offen-
sive jokes, a common response is that it is simply comedy. The question 
is: how far is it ok to go with comedy? Does political correctness have to 
be taken into consideration? 
 Marielisa Andaloro, a senior sociology major, believes that mod-
ern comedy can be a little bit over the top. “I went to a fundraiser and 
there was a comedian who just [said] really horrible things, like degrad-
ing women, so people started to actually leave,” she said. “It’s really sad 
that you have to use comedy to do that; to get a laugh out of college kids, 
when you can use it without having to offend anybody.” 
 Comedy can sure have a big impact on what people think. I be-
lieve it’s important that comedians have that freedom of speech, but I do 
think some comedians can take it a bit too far when they use degrading 
comments in their jokes. Of course everybody has their personal sense 
of humor and what may be funny to some might simply not be funny 
to others. However, I do believe there is a line that can sometimes be 
crossed.
 As for comedy on the Internet, I think it so popular because a 
majority of comedic trends are all so relatable. Anything can be turned 
into a funny meme or video and it’s guaranteed to be successful as long 
as people actually can relate to it. However, this modern comedy doesn’t 
really have a long impact on the audience. Just as one meme surfaces, 
there is one right around the corner that will most probably make us 
forget the other one even existed. 

Modern Comedy: Funny or Not Funny?  

Kermit has made his way from ‘The Muppets’ all the way to the Internet crazed meme world
MELANIE SPINA



 When you’re a college student, it seems as though there are not 
enough hours in the day. Sleep becomes a distant friend you once knew. 
Coffee and energy drinks become bold, new companions, perpetually 
snapping in your face and scolding you to stay awake. So why do we opt 
for these instead of simply turning in early? The answer is clear—they 
are more convenient. Sleep is a luxury we cannot afford. Sleep wastes 
time and comes with opportunity costs. Stimulants require little time 
and effort. 
 In this fast-paced Millennial Age, what students crave more than 
anything is convenience. Therefore, it makes sense that when asked 
what changes students wished to see on campus, dormers and commut-
ers alike zeroed in on this particular issue.
  Much like sleep, eating seems to pose a major inconve-
nience. Despite being a commuter, I have faced a similar struggle. For 
the majority of my time at Post, I have subsisted on meal bars and Diet 
Cokes. My car looks like the temporary resting place of a vagrant—lit-
tered with wrappers, plastic bottles, and books. Hillwood Commons is 
always swamped come common hour, leaving me no choice but to eat in 
my car. 
 I know I am not the only one. There have been many times I have 
locked eyes with another student as they were eating in their car. When 
this occurs, I cannot help but think, considering the exorbitant tuition 

we pay, that there should be adequate seating available to the student 
body. Should this prove impossible, perhaps they should reconsider 
the implementation of a common hour. I think I speak for all introverts 
when I say that wandering around Hillwood Commons, searching for a 
seat in vain, is not only inconvenient, it is the ninth circle of hell.
 Another source of inconvenience that seems to overwhelmingly 
trouble students, is parking. We have all been there. You have ten min-
utes to get to class and you are circling for a spot. Suddenly, you begin 
to break a sweat and the profanities begin to spew more and more with 
each passing row.  
 Leah Marshall, a junior education major and commuter, called 
the parking situation a nightmare. “It is especially bad when you get here 
later in the day,” she said.
 Samantha Fanning, also a junior education major and commuter, 
shared this concern, adding that there should be more signs stating 
where people are permitted to park. “I have received tickets because I 
wasn’t aware of where I could and could not park,” she said.
 Expected to juggle school, work, internships, and our social lives, 
all with relative grace, we have but one reasonable request. This is a call 
for convenience. Even the smallest of changes on campus can go a long 
way in alleviating the stress that we as students endure.
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Pieces
Love, happiness, sadness, peacefulness, contempt, anger, rage, kindness, determination

They are all pieces. Pieces of us.
But are the pieces always meant to fit?

My love has always made you a piece of me as yours has always made me a piece of you.
Our love is a broken puzzle.
I wanna line the pieces up…

Yours and mine…
Some of the pieces don’t fit you say?

Well that’s okay because the pieces don’t always have to fit the same way.
Let’s make a new puzzle.

Some pieces we’ll throw away and some we’ll cherish.
No matter the pieces the picture will always be the same.

We’ve broken each other’s hearts countless times…
Possibly an even bigger puzzle than the world itself.

I have a new way to put the puzzle known as forever together again…
Laugh your joy into my despair.

Cry your sorrow into my comfort.
Together this puzzle will be a piece of the biggest mystery of all: Life.

The journey will take time but I am no longer alone because you became my final piece…
No longer a puzzle as with you I am complete.

A Call for Convenience on Campus
By Erin Chenicek
Staff Writer

By Randall Taylor
Contributing Writer
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By Bendik Sorensen
Arts & Entertainment Editor
 
 Going to a play or a concert is a vivid experience. There are so 
many details incorporated in the performance, in addition to the per-
formers that are often overlooked and taken for granted. However, Greg 
Brown, a senior technical theatre student, notices these details because 
of his soon-to-be profession. He is one of the people who help make the 
shows happen. “I’m the tech guy. I set up for sound, lights and prepare 
the stage,” he said.  Brown’s last project was a jazz concert, where he 
designed the lights to the best of his efforts. “It ended up being a bit dim 
and sexy and jazzy,” he described. 
 Brown is a busy guy to anyone’s standard. He works at the Tilles 
Center as a stagehand helping with lights and sound, he is a stage man-
ager at Chaminade High School where he helps students with the light 
and sound designs, and does the same at Adelphi University. In addition, 
he is a volunteer firefighter.
 Throughout the semester, his classmates are involved with just 
about every theatre production that comes through. “I touch on just 

about everything. Next weekend, we’re doing “Corpse Bride,” but the 
major production this semester is Bernarda Alba, a musical,” Brown 
said. “We work very closely with the actors and the director. We work 
together to present something together. We all love performance.”
 The technical theatre majors have to have a wide variety of 
knowledge for this profession. They take electric engineering classes, 
sound production classes, light production classes, acting classes, cos-
tume design, the list just goes on and on. “It’s a [widespread] field,” 
Brown said. “And it’s heavily related to art.” 
 They also need to keep a wide variety of skills intact to have a 
job. “Paid theatre work doesn’t just jump at you without a huge resume,” 
Brown said. They work on a lot of different productions. “My job at the 
Tilles Center helps me for my other jobs as well. I get to see the best of 
the best,” he said, both in terms of performances and equipment. “I get 
to try it there before we get it at Chaminade, so I’m already familiar with 
it when we get it there.” 

The Hidden Hero of Theatre

By Bendik Sorensen
Arts & Entertainment Editor

Feb. 4
Media Arts presents Lunchtime Lecture Series Panel discussion about 
sports, magazine and broadcast journalism. 
 The discussion is held in Humanities Hall room 109 at 12:30 p.m. 
Free lunch is served. All journalism majors are required to attend, and 
all other media students are also encouraged to attend. It is open to all 
students. 
 Speakers: Liza Burby, former editor of Parents and Children and 
Long Island Parent magazines. Mary Snow, reporter at Al Jazeera Amer-
ica. Jarad Wilk, New York Post sports desk editor 

Feb. 1 through March 25
Steinberg Museum Presents “L’Amour Du Beau: French Nineteenth-
Century Landscapes: Drawings and Paintings from the Tabler Collec-
tion.” 
Museum Hours:
Monday - Friday  9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesdays 9:30 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Saturdays 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

A’s and E’s This Week on Campus
Greg Brown, a senior technical theatre major, hard at work before next weekend’s production, “Corpse Bird”

BENDIK SORENSEN
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 Two days after releasing his final album, legendary rock persona 
David Bowie passed away at the age of 69 after an on-going battle with 
liver cancer. His music never spoke for itself. Bowie needed to be the 
voice for his own tune and the face for his next album. More importantly, 
he never quite made the music about him, but rather about five fictional 
individuals camped within his alternative worlds.  
 Early on in his career, Bowie fashioned a traditional Beatles 
haircut and embodied the simple, but soothing presence of a whimsical 
singer-songwriter. Before leaving planet earth, his earlier music shifted 
between soulful Rolling Stones ballads to the occasional London pop. 
With the all-round entertainer mentality, Bowie finally ventured out into 
space, producing lightly psychedelic folk-rock with hints of progressive 
rock tendencies thrown into it. His second album, “Space Oddity” gave 
listeners a taste of the Bowie-like originality coming in full fruition. 
 The album’s title track, “Space Oddity”, became the poster-child 
song for his unique story-telling ability and reference to one of his many 
fictional characters, Major Tom. The late, Woody Guthrie, who was a 
true folk master at painting vivid images with his words, would most 
certainly nod his head in approval following the release of Bowie’s 69’ 
“Space Oddity”. 
 Now, with the passing of “The White Duke,” people from around 
the world recall and reminisce about the mysterious man from his earlier 
swing of multiple identities to a more refined, jack-of-all-trades Bowie of 
present. Stuart Berman, staff writer for Pitchfork magazine, beautifully 
sums up the life of the star-man by stating the following:
 “David is not simply the prettiest star—he’s a constellation. No 
matter which Bowie you encountered—the orange-haried alien andro-

gyne of Ziggy Stardust, the creepy clown in the “Ashes to Ashes” video, 
the louche lothario of the Let’s Dance era, or even the guy refereeing 
Derek Zoolander’s walk-offs—you were instantly disarmed by his style, 
sophistication, and presence.”
 I just imagine to myself what people would think if Ziggy Star-
dust walked out onto an American Idol or Britain’s Got Talent stage. The 
judges probably would tell him to leave the drag at the door. Even in the 
21st Century, we are still afraid of individuality expressed in its deepest 
sense. When David Jones (his original name) became David Bowie, he 
chose to disguise himself as a way to hide his shy tendencies. 
 Bowie’s choreographer, Lindsay Kemp first introduced to him an-
cient dramatic arts like commedia dell’arte, kabuki, and mime on a more 
grandiose scale. And like a true artist, Bowie carried these influences in 
his back pocket and sometimes wore them with the upmost pride.  
 Beyond his fluid, joyous charisma, Bowie left his final mark on 
planet earth in a rather grim prophetic manner with his last album, 
Blackstar. This album became the only album among Bowie’s extensive 
discography to top the UK Charts at number one. The nature and inten-
tions of this album as Bowie continued to battle cancer remain to be a 
mystery. However, with his passing coming two days after its release, it 
is almost impossible to imagine that this album is not referencing an end 
of a hero and the beginning of a legacy. 
 In his music video, Lazarus, you finally see the theatrical Bowie 
coming to terms with the reality ahead of him. “Just like that bluebird,” 
Bowie took his flight from his makeshift stage to the great beyond, leav-
ing audience members with unsettling wonder, but in complete admira-
tion for their space cadet.  

A Tribute to David Bowie
By Bryan Stengel
Contributing Writer

David Bowie passed away on January 10, 2016

FRANCEBLEU.FR
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Look your best in the latest  
designer styles at up to 75% off retail. 

GRADUATION  |   SORORITY FORMAL

WEDDING GUEST  |  DATE NIGHT

Book your private fitting at our  
Port Washington showroom: 

www.charlottes-closet.com  
516-570-0200 

reservations@charlottes-closet.com   

designer 
styles  

at up to

75% 
retail.

off

Why buy a  
dress you’ll only 

wear once?

RENT IT. 

ROCK IT.  

RETURN IT.

RENT IT. ROCK IT. RETURN IT. 
www.charlottes-closet.com 

516-570-0200 
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THE PIONEER 14 SPORTS

By Michael Otero 
Co-Editor-in-Chief

 The Pioneers traveled up to Connecticut to do battle with Bridge-
port University on Wednesday, Jan. 27, and suffered an 82-77 overtime 
loss to drop to 2-17 on the season. The Pioneers got off to a strong start 
and kept their foot on the gas through the first half; leading 31-26 at the 
break. Senior forward Nyasia Davis led the squad in the scoring depart-
ment at intermission with 12. 
 In the second half, the Pioneers extended their lead to as many 
as 12 points, but left the door slightly open for a Bridgeport comeback 
attempt. Although down by double-digits with just over a quarter to play, 
Bridgeport battled back and eventually tied the game at 66 late in the 
fourth quarter. Senior guard Khea Gibbs nailed two free throws for the 
visitors towards the end of regulation to send the match into overtime. 
In the extra period, the two teams went back and forth trading baskets, 
but Bridgeport had the last laugh as they hung on for a wild 82-77 vic-
tory. 
 Davis ended up scoring a team-high 21 points and grabbing 10 
boards for a double-double while Gibbs tallied 19 points of her own. 
Junior forward Melsha Messam also chipped in, scoring 13 points and 
snagging nine rebounds. 

 The Pioneers looked to right a couple of wrongs when they payed 
a trip to Dowling College on Saturday, Jan. 30. Led by a career-best 24 
points from senior guard Jalyn Brown, the Pioneers cruised to a 90-63 
win. The win was their third of the season and by far their largest.
 It didn’t start that way though as the Pioneers got off to a sloppy 
start, but quickly responded with a short 11-2 burst to get back in the 
game early in the first quarter. From that point on, Brown and Co. took 
over the game. The Pioneers shot close to 50% for the game and were 
dominant down low; out-rebounding the opposition by 17 and outscor-
ing them in the paint by 20. 
 In addition to Brown’s 24 points, she also had four assists as well 
as two steals. Senior guard Quanisha Ratley contributed 19 points and 
nine boards while Messam had 15 points to go along with seven boards. 
 The Pioneers and Head Coach Deirdre Moore hit the hardwood 
again on Wednesday, Feb. 3, when they continue their road trip against 
Mercy College; a team they have yet to play this season. Tip-off is set for 
5 p.m. 

Women’s Basketball Bounces Back 

ADVERTISEMENT
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By Thomas Scavetta
Sports Editor

 Rich Grillo, a junior psychology major and journalism minor 
from Wantagh, N.Y. is a member of the men’s wrestling team at Post. 
Grillo has an impressive track record as a four-time Nassau County 
Team Champion in high school and was New York State Champion in 
2012 and 2013.  

Q: What first sparked your interest into becoming a wrestler and joining 
the team? 
A: My dad was the head coach of the youth program in Wantagh. Some 
of my dad’s friends and buddies from work convinced him to bring me 
down when I was about seven years old. 

Q: Did you always want to be a wrestler? 
A: No, I used to be really into baseball, but that didn’t really work out 
and wrestling did, so I just stuck with that and it became the best deci-
sion I’ve ever made. 

Q: How did having Johnny Brush as a captain last year help you grow 
and become more experienced? 
A: He was really inspirational because he’s been through so much and 
having a guy like that on the team and seeing everything he’s gone 
through. He’s just a regular, level-headed, cool guy with all he’s got going 
on for him with his wife and three kids, having a job, going to school and 
still coming out to wrestle.   

Q: How has being on the wrestling team affected you as a student? 
A: I remember I was late for a practice last year because I was out the 
night before and he kind of knew about it and talked to me and told me I 
was a really good kid and wanted me to make good decisions. After that 
it really never happened again.  

Q: What’s your biggest goal this season?
A: I really would’ve liked to have been all-state, but things don’t always 
work out. I’d say my biggest goal this year is to fill in where I’m needed 
for the team and do whatever I can.   

Q: After attending Nassau Community College for one year, what influ-
enced your decision to come to LIU Post? 
A: I wanted to come here in the first place, but I hoped to wrestle too 
and I heard Post was getting a team. My dad was Coach Patrovich’s high 
school coach back then and I found out the coach here was recruiting 
one of my best friends from Wantagh, Matt Langan, and my other best 
friend from Wantagh was with me at Nassau and we imagined the three 
of us together, so we all decided to come here. 

Q: What goes through your mind when you’re preparing for a match? 
A: I just try to relax and remember everything I’ve been through and try 
to stay loose. I say to myself that it’s not the end of the world if you win 
or lose and I just try to have fun with it. 

Q: Is being competitive a part of your mentality heading into matches?
A: I’m extremely competitive with everything I do, but that’s not neces-
sarily a good thing. Wrestling helps keep me in check and sticking with 
my schedule. It also keeps me in shape, disciplined and it really helps me 
blow off some steam when I’m stressed out. 

Q: Any plans after graduating from Post?
A: I want to be a comedian because I do that now and I hope that would 
take off. Being a comedian is my number one focus in life right now. 

Q: Can you share something interesting many people don’t know about 
you?
A: A lot of people don’t know that I was a triplet. My sister actually went 
here, but she transferred out and I had a little brother when I was a kid 
who passed away when we were ten years old. That’s really why I got into 
comedy at such a young age because I wanted to help the world. I knew 
how to make people laugh and realized that you can’t waste one second 
in life, which is why I work so hard at everything I do. 

Q: Who do you most admire?
A: My little brother. He’s my rock and my guardian angel. I always think 
about whatever I’m going through could be so much worse. Any minute 
it could all end, so he’s my driving force.     

Athlete of the Week: Rich Grillo 

Junior wrestler Rich Grillo

THOMAS SCAVETTA



Men’s Basketball
Wednesday, Jan. 27 
@Bridgeport University
Lost 91-100

Saturday, Jan. 30
@Dowling College
Lost 87-89

Women’s Basketball
Wednesday, Jan. 30
@Bridgeport University
Lost 77-82

Saturday, Jan. 30
@Dowling College
Won 90-63

Women’s Swimming
Saturday, Jan. 30
@Kutztown University
Won 151-98

Saturday, Jan. 30
vs. Millersville University
Won 153-74

Upcoming Schedule

Results

PIONEER    SPORTS

By  Thomas Scavetta
Sports Editor 

 Despite four Pioneers scoring in double 
figures, the men’s basketball team came up short 
against arch-rival, University of Bridgeport, 100-91, 
on Wednesday, Jan. 27, at Hubbell Gymnasium in 
Bridgeport, Conn.
 The East Coast Conference duel commenced 
with the Pioneers (13-7) jumping out of the gate 
with a 10-4 lead thanks to junior guard Jared Hall 
who scored six of the team’s first 10 points. Howev-
er, Hall only played 10 minutes in the first half due 
to foul trouble and had four turnovers. Bridgeport 
(8-7) took a 41-32 advantage into the locker room. 
The Purple Knights flourished behind the lights of 
senior forward Muhammed Ahmed, who tallied 13 
points in the opening stanza.  
 After falling behind 47-33 a minute into the 
second half, the Pioneers began to chip away at the 
deficit. Just passed midway through the second half, 
the Green and Gold came within four points (61-57) 
after junior forward Barrington Alston dropped in a 
lay-up. 
 Bridgeport would re-gain their double-digit 
edge (79-69), but the Pioneers used an 11-0 stretch 
highlighted by a trifecta via senior guard Devon Mc-
Millan, as the Pioneers went on top 80-79 with just 
over three minutes left. Junior forward Greg Dotson 
gave the visitors the lead with a pair of free throws.  
 It was all Bridgeport from that point on 
though, as the Purple Knights used one last run to 
put the game to bed with under a minute remain-
ing. Although the Pioneers shot 74% from the floor 
in the second half, it wasn’t enough to prevent the 
Purple Knights from clawing out another conference 
win. Hall finished with 24 points and six rebounds 
in the contest. McMillan tallied 17 points while Dot-
son chipped in with 15 points and six boards.  
 The Pioneers received a similar fate in Oak-
dale, N.Y. when they lost an 89-87 heartbreaker to 
Dowling College on Saturday, Jan. 30, in another 
ECC matchup.
 With eight and a half minutes to go in regu-
lation, the Pioneers staged a 24-7 run to take an 
84-83 lead with just 1:04 remaining. Hall paved 
the way for the Pioneers during the run with seven 
points. Alston continued to dominate the interior 
and crashed home the go-ahead dunk.  
 From that point on, Dowling (10-9) stole 
the lead away and put the icing on the cake with 
six free-throws in the final 48 ticks as they held the 
Pioneers to just one field goal.  
 In the first half, the Golden Lions had control 

for the most part as junior forward Chris Millender 
collected 14 points in the final six minutes of the 
period. Thanks to Millender’s effort during a 24-8 
stretch, the hosts held a 10-point advantage (51-41) 
at the intermission. 
 Offensively, the Green and Gold continued 
to shoot the ball well at over 50% from the field and 
43% from downtown. Hall led the team with 25 
points, in addition to his seven rebounds and five as-
sists. Dotson provided 18 points, five rebounds and 
dished out two assists while McMillan recorded a 
double-double with 10 points and 10 boards. Alston 
and sophomore forward Hunter Powell both con-
tributed off the bench as the Delaware product had 
11 points, five rebounds to go along with three steals 
and Powell pitched in with 10 points of his own. 
 Head Coach Erik Smiles and the Pioneers 
look to salvage the final game of their four-game 
road trip Wednesday, Feb. 3 against Mercy College 
in another ECC showdown at the Westchester Coun-
ty Center in White Plains, N.Y. Tip-off is scheduled 
for 7:30 p.m. 

Losing Skid Hits Three for
 Men’s Basketball 

Men’s Basketball
@Mercy College
Wednesday, Feb. 3 @ 7:30 p.m.

VS. St. Thomas Aquinas College
Saturday, Feb. 6 @ 3:30 p.m.

Women’s Basketball
@Mercy College
Wednesday, Feb. 3 @ 5 p.m.

VS. St. Thomas Aquinas College
Saturday, Feb. 6 @ 1:30 p.m.

Women’s Swimming
@New York University International
Saturday, Feb. 6 @ 10 a.m.

Women’s Fencing 
@City College of New York
Sunday, Feb. 7 

#4 Junior guard Jared Hall 
JACQUELINE SCACCIA


