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 On Friday, April 8, the journalism program 
in the Media Arts Department welcomed high 
school students from Nassau, Suffolk and Queens 
County for the Best of High School Journalism 
Awards. The awards acknowledged the best of high 
school journalists. Multiple student winners were 
recognized in six different categories, including Best 
Commentary/Editorial, Best Sports Story, Best Fea-
ture Story, Best News Story, Best Online Publication 
and Best High School Newspaper. 
 Dr. Barbara Fowles, chairperson of the 
department of media arts, said, “The awards intend 
to recognize young talent and encourage future 

Journalism Program 
Hosts 

High School Awards
By Hayley Rydowski
Staff Writer

 The Student Caribbean Association cel-
ebrated its four-year anniversary and Caribbean 
week at LIU Post during the last week of March.  
 The club came to Post on March 27, 2012 
after a woman named Roxy gathered others 
interested in learning about, discussing, and cel-
ebrating Caribbean culture.  According to Shiann 
Hancock, the president of the club, Roxy wanted 
a club that “would make the Caribbean students 
feel a little closer to their countries” and to bring 
those students together to learn about where 
they came from.
 Caribbean week celebrates the club’s 
anniversary with various activities from Mon-
day, March 28 through Friday, April 1.  Monday 
was the cake cutting ceremony, celebrating the 
fourth birthday of the club; Tuesday was a com-
edy show; Wednesday was bingo night, where 
multiple winners received a combined total of 
$175; on Thursday, the group helped out with 
Take Back the Night; and they capped off the 
week with a babeque on Riggs Lawn where at 

least sixty people showed up.
 Hancock also said the club hosts movie 
nights, Caribbean jeopardy, family feud, Jou-
vert which is a carnival much like the Labor Day 
parade, and “the infamous pool party.”   
 According to the club’s vice president, 
Antonette Daure, a junior forensic science major 
who is originally from Jamaica, the club consists 
of about 15 people.  
 “I feel appreciated and a part of a com-
munity,” Daure said.  
 Students do not have to be of Caribbean 
descent to join the club.  Hancock is the first 
American president of the club, and her family 
does not have any ties to the Caribbean.  “I have 
become completely infatuated with the culture 
in all aspects,” she said.  She added the club is 
open to anyone who would like to join and that 
it “impacts others by making them feel closer to 
their country,” and it also brings awareness to 
students who may not know about Caribbean 
culture.

 It is because of this diversification that 
Hancock said the club has grown over that past 
four years and she described the club’s events as 
“becoming bigger and better.”
 The Student Caribbean Association 
meets biweekly in the Hillwood cinema during 
common hour.  Duare described the meetings 
as both social and educational with discussions 
about Caribbean culture and serious topics like 
poverty, and games and skits showcasing Ca-
ribbean culture.  Hancock also added that she 
like to diversify the topics and discuss other 
world problems to help draw more members.  
Meetings and events are open to the public and 
members should attend at least 75 percent of the 
meetings or programs.  
 As for the club hosting any more events 
by the end of the year, Hancock said that Carib-
bean Week is usually the last event of the semes-
ter but “we may surprise the campus with some-
thing to end the year with.”

Student Caribbean Association Celebrates
Fourth AnniversaryBy Shelby Townsend

Staff Writer

KHADIJAH SWANN

High School journalists from all over Long Island gathered in the Tilles Atrium for awards day
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Corrections

A Letter From the Editors

Dear Pioneers,
 
In the April 6 edition of The Pioneer, the headline for the women’s lacrosse article in-
cluded language that was unacceptable.
 
The Pioneer deeply regrets publishing, and even considering, the headline, as it was not 
in accordance with the high standards and journalistic ethics that we are taught in our 
journalism program. 
 
As members of the LIU Post community, The Pioneer is dedicated to follow all athletic 
teams in success as well as defeat. While insulting the team or its players was by no 
means the intention of The Pioneer, we understand the headline may have been per-
ceived that way.
 
To the women’s lacrosse team, we apologize for the use of the headline. Putting up a 
valiant effort against the no.1-ranked team in the country, and coming up only one goal 
short is remarkable in and of itself. 
 
To all student-athletes and Pioneer alumni, we apologize for misrepresenting your “fam-
ily.” To the university that we’re all part of, we feel extreme sorrow for causing a situa-
tion that could have easily been avoided.

The Pioneer’s goal is to be accurate, unbiased and interesting in informing the LIU Post 
community. In this case, we failed. 
 
This failure, however, will not deviate us away from our mission statement. As students, 
we learn every day from the invaluable opportunity that we have to work on The Pio-
neer. We do understand that words are very powerful.
 
The Pioneer’s doors are always open to feedback. We welcome any member of the LIU 
Post community to email us at liupostpioneer@gmail.com.

In the April 6 issue of The Pioneer, both photographs accompanying the story “Arts in Brief” on page 13 
were taken by our photo editor, Khadijah Swann - not Janisha Sanford, as one of the photo credits stated
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 Within just 15 minutes of walking into the library, three people 
stopped to talk excitedly to Anthony Losardo, and they all want to 
discuss one thing:  beer.  Losardo, a senior at accounting major, started 
Bayside Brewery about three years ago, and he plans to officially launch 
his business this July.  
 According to an article published by metro.us in January, “Losar-
do opened up his grandmother’s garage in Bayside, purchased a how-to-
book, trademarked the company name and got to work” on developing a 
signature beer.
 The Pioneer profiled Bayside Brewery in October 2015, describ-
ing how students from multiple majors at Post, including the biology, 
dance, marketing and film/audio departments, help run and develop 
the company.  Since then, the company has expanded the outreach with 
bioresearch to Hartwick University, and is in the process of developing 
graphic art with the art department.  Jason Rubenfield, a junior business 
marketing major, said that about nine students are currently involved in 
running the business. 
   The company brews its seven types of beer in Bayside and will 
soon be moving to Long Island City.  Because Bayside Brewery has yet 
to officially launch, it has not sold any of its beer.  Up until this point, 
their beer has only been involved in networking events where people 
are introduced to the products, merchandise, and the team.  Losardo 
said he met many investors at these networking events, and he is look-
ing forward to two upcoming networking events before the launch of 
the company, the Pink Tie 1,000 and Taste of Queens.  Bayside Brewery 
is involved with the Queens Economic Development Board where they 
were put on the international tourism guide for Queens.  

 “We don’t sell beer, we provide beer,” Losardo explained of their 
current services. 
 Since Bayside Brewery’s office is moving from the library to Long 
Island City, the company will be able to get licensed and sell its beer.
 With Losardo and two other students who help run the different 
departments of the company graduating this spring, the dynamic of the 
company will also undergo some changes.  Losardo said the “business 
will have 100 percent of his time” after he graduates and that he plans on 
hiring many of the other graduating seniors as employees.  He also plans 
on hiring more interns, especially from the Biology department, and his 
goal is to “stay in touch with the local market” and continue to generate 
new ideas.  
 The future of the company seems to be headed in the right di-
rection as the have been consulting with former Guinness Brew Master 
Fergal Murray.  According to Rubenfield, Murray is helping scale their 
recipe from a small scale to a large scale commercial brewing, and it is 
information like this that will help them gain the interest of investors. 
 Bayside Ale is the company’s flagship ale, and Rubenfield said it 
is the only sweet pale ale on the market.  “It has a light, hoppy flavor on 
the front half and a sweet, gentle finish on the back half,” he said. 
 After Bayside Brewery launches this summer, all seven brews will 
be available on tap in multiple bars in Long Beach, Freeport, Bayside, 
Queens, Huntington, and near Madison Square Garden in Manhattan.  
Losardo said that because Bayside brews a “higher end beer,” it will sell 
for about $8 a glass.  

Bayside Brewery Launching in July
By Shelby Townsend
Staff Writer

TWO SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL JOURNALISTS 
HONORS FOR THE PIONEER

Congratulations to Maxime Devillaz and Harry 
Pearse, who were winners in the 2015 Region I 
Society of Professional Journalists Mark of Ex-
cellence Awards, honoring the best in collegiate 
journalism. Maxime was a finalist in the Fea-
ture Writing category and Harry was a finalist in 
the General Column Writing category. They ac-
cepted their awards at the SPJ Region 1 Confer-
ence on Saturday, April 9 in New Haven, CT.

Photo courtesy of Lindsey Slote



practitioners to hone their journalistic skills throughout high school and 
beyond.” Maura Venice, the editor of Anton Media Group’s Port Wash-
ington News, and one of the judges for the awards, stated how surprised 
she was at the quality of  the entries. “I was beyond impressed with the 
writing of these students; they’re only in high school and most of them 
are writing on a college level. It was very hard to decide winners.”
 The first place award for Best High School Newspaper went to 
the Hewlett Spectrum from George W. Hewlett High School. The first 
place award for Best Online Publication went to The JerEcho of Jericho 
High School. Gianna Barberia, a senior at Half Hollow Hill High School, 
won two awards, in the Best Commentary/Editorial and Best News Story 
categories. Barberia is the editor-in-chief of her high school newspa-
per and was a participant in the LIU Post Summer Honors Journalism 
Institute in July 2015. As a participant in the LIU Post Summer Honors 
Journalism Institute, Barberia gained hands on experience reporting on 
campus and during a field trip to the New York Times headquarters. The 
program confirmed her passion to pursue a career path in journalism. 
She will be majoring in journalism when she begins college in the fall. 
 Before the award ceremony and luncheon in the Tilles Center, 
the nearly 200 high school students participated in  interactive learn-
ing experiences at the LIU Post media outlets, WCWP, PTV,the Pioneer,  
and the digital gaming labs. 
 The keynote speaker at the luncheon, Angela Susan Anton, edi-
tor and publisher of Anton Media Group, told the high school journal-
ists, “What you do matters! Our world today is filled with a great deal of 
misinformation, rumors, gossip and hype. By working hard to report and 
publish accurate, factual and truthful information, you are truly making 
your high schools and the world a better place.”
 The Best of High School Journalism Awards Day was an excep-
tional experiential learning experience for LIU Post media students, who 
ran workshops, organized the event, led the groups, and presented the 
awards certificates. For more information about the awards, go to www.
liu.edu/hsja or view the LIU Post Department of Communications and 
Film Facebook page.

THE PIONEER 4 NEWS

Property Damage

On Feb. 25, the complainant states he parked 
his vehicle in the upper Hillwood Com-
mons lot. He claims when he returned to his 
vehicle three hours later he found damage to 
his driver’s side, rear bumper, trunk and tail 
light.

On Feb. 29, the complainant states she was 
trying to find a parking spot near Hoxie Hall. 
She pulled into the lot entrance and noticed a 
car by the south chain. She further stated she 
could not see the east chain on her right side 
because it was very low. The chain snapped 
and hit her vehicle causing damage to her 
car.

The Crime Blotter is provided by The Pio-
neer as a public service for the campus com-
munity. All incidents that take place on the 
Post campus are, by law, a matter of public 
record and can be found at Public Safety.

Crime Report
By Angela Alfano
Co-News Editor

Journalism Awards continued from page 1

            As President of the Student Government 
Association, Brianna Pisano and her team, 
strive to create an engaged and aware student 
body, while working to bridge the gap between 
students and campus advisors when it comes to 
issues on campus.   

In order to ensure that both students 
and campus advisory staff are on the same page, 
SGA held its second Town Hall meeting of the 
school year on Tuesday, April 12. The Town Hall 
was conducted in Hillwood’s Gold Coast Cinema 
Theatre and featured a star studded cast of ten 
campus advisors. Included were: Bryan Collins, 
athletic director, Ilkania Maldonado, director of 
enrollment services, Michael Berthel, director 
of Campus Life, Ali DiBona, senior associate 
director of LIU Promise, Chris Salute, director 
of LIU Promise/student run businesses, Paul 
Rapess, director of Public Safety, Bill Kirker, 
director of facilities services, and lastly, Brian 
Yoli of Aramark.  

After brief introductory statements 
by Pisano and Abigal Van Vlerah, LIU Post’s 
Dean of Students, the ten advisors gave brief 
introductions on who they were, their position 
on campus and if available, potential plans for 
their department they represent.
 Collins kicked off the festivities when he 
announced that there will be two new women’s 
sports teams in the fall, a women’s bowling team 
and a women’s rugby team. In his first year at 
Post, Salute also made it a point to announce 
that he plans to advance on the progress he’s 
made in the coming semesters on the stores in 
Hillwood. 
 Aside from that, announcements were 
brief, which then allowed Dean Van Vlerah to 
open up a Town Hall Q&A between students and 
advisors.

Student Government Hosts Town Hall 
Meeting

By Joseph Iemma
Assistant Features Editor

See more on page 5

KHADIJAH SWANN

Representatives from Chaminade High School

KHADIJAH SWANNGeorge W. Hewlett High School students accepting the  
award for “Best High School Newspaper”
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 Katie Muller, a graduate student in digital game design and de-
velopment program, recently designed levels for the game Imago as part 
of her internship at Arkadium.
 While the game, Imago, was already created, it was Muller’s job 
was to design how the game looks. “I pretty much said what buttons go 
where, how players choose levels. The level mechanics, making num-
bers/score go up or down, win and lose conditions, as well as the Lead-
erboards and how those work. I also designed most of the levels that are 
generated, since they were all pre-made and there are hundreds,” said 
Muller. The mode she helped create is called Daily Flight and is unlocked 
after the player reaches a certain score in the level of the last stage of the 
game.
 The games team at Arkadium heard through emails and ratings 
that players really wanted Imago to be expanded. A development team 
consisting of five programmers, artists, and game designers, as well as a 
few others from Arkadium’s Krasnodar office in Russia, helped to de-
velop the new modes. Together they worked to design daily challenges, 
in hopes that players would never get bored and have something new to 
come back to everyday. At her internship with Arkadium this semester, 
Muller has had a chance to participate in the development of Imago, and 
she is listed on the credits for the release.
 Imago is currently released on the App Store (iOS) as well as on 
Google Play (Android), however the recent Daily Flight update hasn’t 
been released on Android yet, but will be soon. Imago is a mobile game 
that can also be played on tablets.
 Muller took courses in the game design and development pro-
gram during her sophomore year of college, when the program was only 
for graduate students. She graduated from LIU Post with an English 
writing degree in 2015, and stayed on as a graduate assistant in the mas-
ter’s program. Muller was a member of the staff of the Pioneer in 2014.
“I actually spent a lot of my younger years writing and illustrating my 
own stories. As I grew older, I wanted to find a way that I would be 
able to combine my writing and art together, and game design really 
does that. I love that I can create worlds for people to explore,” said 
Muller.“Honestly, the best part to me is seeing people’s reactions to 
your game after it’s finished. You worked so hard on designing so many 
intricate, important things — like, how long a power up lasts, how high a 
player can jump, all these things affect a game and can easily made it un-
pleasant if designed improperly. Then you see people playing it and how 
happy they are, and their excited reactions and wanting to keep playing. 
It’s super rewarding.”

 The graduate game design and development program began in 
fall 2011, and the undergraduate program began in fall 2015. “We are 
really excited about the overwhelming interest we have received from 
students so far, as the program is growing at an incredibly fast pace,” 
said Corbetta. The program currently has a total of 30 students.
 Students applying to the undergraduate program do not need 
any specific prior experience. Each aspect of game development is taught 
with the assumption that students are learning it for the first time.
 Representatives from Arkadium, including David Or, the senior 
game developer and project lead, and Will Bredbeck, director of visual 
design/creative director, will be on campus on Wednesday, April 13, 
from 2 p.m. until 4 p.m. in the game lab, (Humanities 205), to recruit 
students for their summer internship program. They are looking for 
interns in game design, game programming, visual design, project man-
agement, and marketing. The information session is open to students of 
all majors.
 The graduate game design and development program is still ac-
cepting applications for fall 2016. Email Ramiro Corbetta, the director of 
the program, at Ramiro.Corbetta@liu.edu for more information.

Student Joins Production of Imago Game
By Caroline Ryan
Assistant News Editor

According Stephanie Athanasopoulos, a junior digital arts and 
design major, “The fun really began when we [students] were able to 
ask Yoli about Winnick.” Athanasopoulos was one of three students who 
grilled Yoli on Aramark policy, particularly when it came to Winnick’s 
hours of operations. Yoli fought back criticism by explaining to students 
how “We [Winnick] have created new specials menu’s since the last 
break, and we now plan on opening up Winnick earlier on the weekends 
to accommodate student athletes so they can grab a muffin, a bagel and 
then hit the field.”  

Berthel then seconded that notion, stating how Campus Life has 
pushed Subway, Twisted Taco and Starbucks to stay open later to better 
accommodate students who find themselves hungry during the later 
hours of the day. “We are not going to be able to make every student 
happy,” Brethel said, “But we have increased hours across the board to 
better accommodate students.”

Aside from the back and forth over Winnick, students such as 
Rakwan Hedgemond, a junior broadcasting major, called the meeting 
‘helpful’ and a ‘breath of fresh air.’ 

“It’s good to see that SGA and members of the faculty want 
to come together to talk about important issues like Winnick and 
graduation,” said Hedgemond and according to SGA President Pisano. 
“That’s the point…for students to have a face to face opportunity [for 
students to talk with advisors] about issues on campus.”  

After all was said and done, students and faculty left the less 
than an hour meeting with a better understanding about one another’s 
perspectives on campus.  

“I think it’s really important for student’s to know what’s 
going on,” said Van Vlerah, before the meeting concluded. According 
to students who spoke to The Pioneer, most left ‘satisfied’ with the 
feedback they received from campus advisors.

SGA Townhall Meeting Continued from page 4

PHOTO COURTESY OF KATIE MULLER
Katie Muller, from the class of 2015
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ADVERTISEMENT

 It might not feel like it’s spring time, but in the fashion world, it 
is officially spring season. The stores have switched their hats and boots 
for sunglasses and sandals. According to InStyle.com, this year’s spring 
trends are all about self-expression. LIU Post students spoke about what 
they are most excited to see in spring fashion. 
 One of the newest trends is statement chokers, just like back 
in the 90s. Whitney Arnow, a freshman fashion merchandising major, 
claims she is really excited to start wearing them this season. Arnow 
likes to keep up with everything that is going on in the fashion world and 
she believes that there are a lot of fun trends for this spring. “Denim is a 
huge trend right now, so I’ll be wearing a lot of that,” she said. “Also, lace 
is always a must.” For Arnow, spring is the bridge to summer so she is 
also looking forward to wearing flowy dresses and shorts. 
 Spring trends are not only available for women; more and more 
men are starting to pay attention to fashion trends. Jeniel Terrero, a 
senior broadcasting major, believes that spring is the perfect season 
to explore with your wardrobe and try out different trends, especially 
when it comes to street style. “My favorite trends this season are pastel 
clothing, from caps to sweatshirts, and sneakers,” Terrero said. “I’m also 
loving suede jackets which have been making a splash across many high 
end retail outlets.” 
 “Do-it-yourself” is also something Terrero sees as a trend this 
season, “loose fit jeans with DIY raw hems has become popular this sea-
son,” he said. “I love this trend because you can style it grunge or urban, 
and still make it look cool and laid back.” 
 The Student Body Boutique in Hillwood Commons has been 

preparing for this season as they decorate the shop with flowers and put 
emphasis on their spring items. Sandra Angilletta, a junior art therapy 
major who works at the boutique, said that as of right now they don’t 
have a new spring line. “It’s hard to order clothes now since it is the end 
of the semester and we are not open over the summer,” she said. “How-
ever we do have a large mix of clothes out right now that includes some 
spring essentials.” 
 The boutique has taken out more shorts and tank tops for the 
spring, Angilletta said. “One item that sells really well this season are the 
graphic tees,” she said. “We also have a basic soft hoodie that sold really 
quickly.”  The Student Body Boutique will be open through May 6 and 
will close until the beginning of the fall semester.
 As fashion is not revolutionary but evolutionary, it’s always 
changing. Therefore, it can become a bit overwhelming. This season 
seems to bring back old trends and incorporate them to the modern 
times. So, if you have an old choker from when you were little or if your 
mom still has her denim overalls, take them out and add them to your 
wardrobe. 
 Many more trends from the past are definitely making a come-
back. Tying a shirt around your waist is a trend that was quite popular in 
the 90s that we are now seeing again. Using bandanas, whether it is in 
your hair or around your neck like a scarf, is another big trend adapted 
from past decades. Remember those round sunglasses from the 90s? 
Well, those are back too, so go looking for your old pair. Hopefully the 
weather will work in fashion’s favor so people can start to break out their 
spring outfits. 

Post Students and Spring Fashion 
By Melanie Spina
Co-Opinions Editor
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 Land of the free, home of the brave; 
America, although great, is not perfect. A na-
tion of immigrants, America was founded on 
the sole purpose of for allowing its citizens to 
exercise their God given right to pursue happi-
ness without higher powers, in this case gov-
ernment, intervening. It’s a fantastic premise 
for government, one that’s done us extraordi-
narily well since our constitution was written in 
1787 by our founding fathers.  
 Undoubtedly, America, like the rest of 
the world, has changed since late 18th cen-
tury, however, we still recognize ourselves as; 
‘one nation under God,’ where ‘all men [and 
women] are created equally’ so on and so forth.  
American’s take these words extremely serious, 
especially when it comes to issues like abortion 
and whether or not an unborn child has a right 
to life, or that the mother of that unborn has 
the right to choose what goes on inside of her 
body. The abortion dilemma eventually made 
its way to the highest court in the land in 1973, 
America’s Supreme Court, in the infamous case 
of Roe vs. Wade. In a 7-2 decision, the Supreme 
Court found that it’s a woman’s ‘fundamental 
right’ to decide that she wants to terminate 
an existing pregnancy, and since then, there 
have been “more than 54.5 million abortions 
through 2011,” according to the National Right 
to life committee, via politcalfact.com.   
 

Pro-choice advocates will argue that Roe vs. 
Wade was a landmark case, a triumph of some 
sorts, claiming that abortion has saved the 
lives of women who would have sought out for 
illegal abortions, and that the case advanced 
and preserved women’s rights. According to 
Elisabeth Ahman and Ibqal Shah, of the World 
Health Organization, an “estimated in 2004 
that unsafe abortions cause 68,000 maternal 
deaths worldwide each year, many of those in 
developing countries where safe and legal abor-
tion services are difficult to access.” 
 Pro-choice advocates argue that al-
lowing abortions benefits women financially. 
According to a Sep. 2005 survey in the peer-
reviewed Perspectives on Sexual and Repro-
ductive Health asking women why they had an 
abortion found that 73 percent of respondents 
said they could not afford to have a baby, and 
38 percent said giving birth would interfere 
with their education and career goals.  
 With all that said, abortions are not 
conducted solely for ‘financial’ reasons. Women 
of rape, incest, abuse or life of the mother are 
leading contributors to why women decide to 
have an abortion. According to the U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) re-
ports that “pregnancy-related deaths increased 
from 7.2 deaths per 100,000 live births in 1987 
to 17.8 deaths per 100,000 live births in 2011.” 
It gets worse. According to Andis Robeznieks, 
of Modernhealthcare.com, “U.S. women are 
more likely to die during childbirth than wom-
en in any other developed country, leading the 
U.S. to be ranked 33rd among 179 countries on 
the health and well-being of women and chil-
dren.”  
 The statistics provided above help 
shine a different light on abortion, one that 
rarely gets recognition in regular abortion talk;  
hence, why I believe in the use of contracep-
tives. Why wouldn’t people who are sexually 
active, while not wanting to get pregnant use 
contraceptives? Not only would be banning 
contraceptives lead to the spread of disease 
and unwanted is pregnancies alike, but ban-
ning contraceptives, and ‘defunding’ organiza-
tions such as planned-parenthood is irrational.  
Again, why defund a government based pro-
gram that’s designed not just to provide contra-
ceptives, but to sexually educate both men and 
women on how to manage sexual activity and 
ultimately a pregnancy.   
 I titled this article ‘Abortion: A Wound 
that Still Stings America,’ because it does. Just 
two weeks ago Donald Trump was eviscerated 
by the press for his on women being ‘punished’

for having an abortion if abortion were to be 
outlawed in America. One can even make the 
argument that those comments lost Donald 
Trump the Wisconsin Primary. In light of the 
the controversy, I realized that the notion of 
being pro-life or pro-choice is ludicrous, all it 
does is divide America in two and that’s not 
right. Granted, I was raised a catholic, and ul-
timately pro-life, but over these past two weeks 
I realized that our main priority should be edu-
cating the American public on sex, pregnancy, 
the pros and cons of being sexually active and 
when the is ‘ideal time’ to be sexually active.  
Growing up in Queens, I’ve met many young 
people, both male and female, who were faced 
with pregnancy, and one thing I took from 
these people is that most of them weren’t irre-
sponsible, but they were simply uneducated on 
the risks of being sexually active. As a closing 
statement, I would just like to say I do see both 
sides of the abortion debate, but as a nation, 
we should be focused on creating a solution to 
the issue of abortion, instead of being forced to 
pick a side. 

By Joseph Iemma
Assistant Features Editor

 Abortion: A Wound that Still Stings America

The abortion dilemma 
eventually made its way 

to the highest court in the 
land in 1973, America’s 
Supreme Court, in the 

infamous case of Roe vs. 
Wade. In a 7-2 decision, 

the Supreme Court found 
that it’s a woman’s ‘fun-
damental right’ to decide 

that she wants to  
terminate an existing  

pregnancy

TIA-MONA GREENE
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 Everyday people use drugs for a variety of reasons. Some may use 
prescription drugs, as prescribed by a doctor. Others may use drugs like 
marijuana recreationally, to enhance a good time or become more social 
with friends. For whatever reason people use drugs, they can be found 
within almost any community, including college campuses. 
 According to a 2015 University of Michigan news article, stu-
dent drug use, especially marijuana use, has significantly increased 
since 1991. The percentage of daily marijuana users has increased from 
3.5 percent in 2011 to 5.1 percent in 2013. Why the increase in usage? 
There could be many reasons. First, according to Pew Research Center, 
about 69 percent of Americans believe that alcohol is more harmful than 
marijuana. Second, the increase in daily marijuana use could be due to 
how easy it is to obtain. A 2009 Columbia University study found that 40 
percent of teens could get marijuana within a day, with some even stat-
ing it is easier to get marijuana than cigarettes. 
 Although these statistics may seem quite troubling, the fact is 
that marijuana is safer than many of the other drugs that college stu-
dents could be taking, like Xanax or cocaine. According to DoSomething.
org, a website for young adults to inspire social change, about two in 
three college students are offered prescription drugs by their senior year.  
According to addictionhope.com, cocaine is more popular at clubs and 
parties, and is used to increase euphoria and pleasure. 
 Rich Grillo, a junior psychology major, admits that the possibil-
ity of drugs on LIU Post’s campus scares him a bit. “Some people behave 
a little differently when times are tough, especially around finals week,” 
he said.  “I could see how the stress could get to them and make them do 
something like that, but I would never do it myself,” he said. Grillo’s so-
lution to the problem? “Make finals easier,” he joked. “Honestly, I think 
[Post] does a pretty good job. I think they could be a little more open 
about it. Talk to people; see what help they need. I feel like they kind of 
forget that we’re people and also students,” he said. 
 

 Charlie Moerler, a senior broadcasting major, feels uncomfort-
able around students who do drugs. “It’s a little sketchy. I have no 
problem with the people who do [drugs] but I don’t like when people 
walk around campus and you can clearly smell that it’s on them,” he 
said. Regarding Xanax and Adderall usage during finals week, Moerler 
thinks there is a line that shouldn’t be crossed. “I don’t have a problem 
with people [using], I have a problem when people overuse it,” he said. 
“I think it kind of gets in their head that finals may be a little too difficult 
and that taking Adderall and other stuff like that is the only way to pass 
them, and get through them easier,” he said. Finally, Moerler believes 
that drug cases on campus should be carried out on an individual, case-
by-case basis. 
 According to the LIU Post campus drug policy, “The Campus sup-
ports federal, state and local laws regarding illegal drugs, narcotics and 
other controlled substances. Possession or sale of such drugs is a viola-
tion of applicable laws and Campus policy.”
 Associate Dean of Students, Adam Grohman stated that LIU 
Post supports all state and federal regulations related to the possession 
or personal use of illegal substances. Grohman stated that the Office of 
Community Standards assists students “in addressing matters as related 
to the use of illegal substances so that they can ensure success both in 
and out of the classroom environments.” The LIU website states that the 
“mission of the Office of Community standards is to promote student un-
derstanding of rights and responsibilities as individuals and as members 
of the Campus community.” This office is responsible for the handing 
down of punishments to students who violate the Code of Conduct.
 According to the LIU Annual Security and Fire Safety report, 
which is publicly available on the LIU website, there were 193 drug and 
liquor arrests, on Post’s campus in 2014, the most recent year reported.
 For counseling information on campus, visit the Center for 
Healthy Living or contact Lynne Schwartz at 516-299-4162 or lynne.
schwartz@liu.edu 

Drugs on Campus
By Alec Matuszak 
Staff Writer

ADVERTISEMENT
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 Ever wonder what it’s like to run your own fashion blog?  Well, 
that’s exactly what Stephanie Adelson Bray, a junior public relations 
major and fashion merchandising minor, is doing. Bray started the blog, 
themodwear.com, in October 2015, collaborating with her best friend 
Sara Sherman, who is a senior broadcasting major at the New School in 
New York City. Since then, things have really taken off. 
 Prior to starting the blog, Bray attended Carleton University 
in Ottawa, Canada, to pursue a pre-med degree. She realized that was 
not her calling in life; fashion was. Bray decided to come back to Long 
Island, where she then spent two years at Suffolk County Community 
College, before transferring to LIU Post in 2015.
 Bray worked for Sam Lehr Designs Ltd., a high end jewelry com-
pany, from 2010 to 2011 as a sales associate and said the experience she 
gained from that was wonderful. It introduced her to fashion merchan-
dising, as she was able to help choose pieces for the store. Bray prepared 
jewelry for showcases, and even got to help prepare a showcase for the 
Oscars. 
 In 2014, Bray worked for Saks Fifth Avenue as a sales asso ciate, 
while attending Suffolk County Community College, and said that was 
definitely a major push for her to go into the fashion industry. “It was a 
great experience. I definitely learned a lot about how to style people, and 
it definitely pushed me more to be in the fashion industry,” said Bray. 
However, her mom is her biggest fashion inspiration. She explained that 
she grew up alone with her mom “in a very female house, and we just 

loved clothes and to go shopping.”
 What inspired her to then start her own blog? Bray explained 
that she saw a lot of blogs that showed clothes that are not wearable or 
affordable for most. She wanted to change that. Bray said, “My blog is 
very fashion forward, but is wearable clothing that people can relate to 
and actually afford and buy.” Bray and Sherman do post some designer 
pieces on the blog, but they will always make sure to mix in affordable 
pieces as well. Bray and Sherman include a description of the outfits un-
der the pictures, making it easy for the readers to purchase the clothing 
being pictured and posted. They also post links to some of their favorite 
pieces on the blog.
 Bray also started the blog to inspire girls. Bray wants girls to feel 
comfortable in what they are wearing, and to show it off. She explained 
that when you are wearing an outfit that makes you feel good, you have 
an added boost of confidence. “Put on that leather jacket, and just be-
lieve you can rock it, because you can,” she said. “I just want people to 
feel beautiful and inspired and ready to take on the world,” she added.
 Bray said in the next few years she hopes to be able to collabo-
rate with retailers and other fashion bloggers, and build her brand. She 
said this experience has helped her learn a lot about not only the fashion 
industry, but herself also. “It’s been a journey of excitement and fun, and 
it’s been a crazy ride, but I completely enjoy all of it,” said Bray. 
 Bray’s blog is at www.themodwear.com, and her Instagram ‘the-
modwear’. 

Fashion Blog Takes Off
By Marissa Hoffmann 
Staff Writer
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Stephanie Adelson Bray, a junior public relations major and 
fashion merchandising minor, showing off her outfit
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Share your favorite photograph on your phone too! Email it to us at: liupostpioneer@gmail.com and tell us why it is important to you!

To most college students, their phone is their life. Not only because it houses their favorite social media, games, 
emails and notes, but also their photographs. Your photos will always mean something and you will have that 

moment forever. Here are this week’s LIU Post student’s favorite photo on their phones:

By Mirna Youssef
Features Editor

Let the Good Times Roll

“My favorite picture is the one I took of Cinderellas 
castle. I just love how it feels so magical and surreal 

there.” Ashley Oliver, junior environmental sustainabil-
ity major.

“Brought Tom to Disney in July 2015, the first time he’s 
been there since he was a baby.”

Stephanie Frobin, senior psychology major.

“From Britt Amadio: Delta Zeta won their first Greek week! They had so much 
fun getting to know the other organizations better while having fun!” Brittney 

Amadio, junior early education major.

PHOTO COURTESY OF BRITTNEY AMADIO

PHOTO COURTESY OF ASHLEY OLIVER

PHOTO COURTESY OF STEPHANIE FROBIN
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PHOTOS COURTESY OF CARRIE-ANNE GONZALEZ

Story, “Former Navy Photographer to Graduate from Post,” on page 13
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 Kendrick Lamar has come a long way since his rap career took 
off in 2010. Starting with a free mixtape called Overly Dedicated, Lamar, 
whose real name is Kendrick Lamar Duckworth, has quickly taken his 
place as one of the most prominent rappers in hip hop today. Less than 
a year after the rapper released his Grammy award-winning album “To 
Pimp a Butterfly,” Kendrick Lamar released a new project called “Un-
titled Unmastered.”
 With his newest project, Kendrick seems to be following the new-
est trend of the surprise digital-first release, allowing his fans to listen 
to his work through various music subscription services including Apple 
Music, Spotify, Tidal, and many more, before releasing the product for 
physical purchase. Release strategy aside, the musical content of the 
album is what matters most.  
 As with many Kendrick Lamar projects, the production is top-
notch. This project is meant to be a collection of leftovers and unmas-
tered material (hence the name) and in many ways it certainly feels that 
way. The production feels a lot more abstract than the traditional beats 
that rap fans are used to listening to. Throughout the project, Kendrick 
rhymes over jazz-influenced beats with horns and other brass instru-
ments underneath his voice. 
 Sticking with the “untitled unmastered” theme, none of these 
tracks have traditional names. Instead, each song starts out with the 
word “untitled” followed by a number and a date. Unmastered most 
likely refers to the quality of the recording itself. “Mastering” is a term 

used when recording to make sure that each of the individual parts of 
the song blend well and evenly together. Not the case with this album. 
The recoding is a bit “dirty” sounding and intentionally the songs some-
times feel like they are meant to be taken one at a time. Kendrick Lamar 
still manages to tie together these “leftovers,” most notably by repeating 
certain phrases at the start or end of each track. For example, Kendrick 
exclaims “Pimp Pimp… Hooray!” in many tracks. 
 Uniqueness is something many Kendrick Lamar fans expect, and 
they will not be let down here. The way Kendrick raps, his flows, his ca-
dence and his lyrics are all unique in their own way. Hip-hop fans expect 
the best out of Kendrick Lamar, especially since he calls himself “King 
Kendrick” at almost every opportunity where it may be relevant.  
While this album may be unique in many ways, it still is the same Kend-
rick Lamar many know and love - which isn’t a bad thing by any means. 
The ghetto, Christianity, money; these are all topics that Kendrick Lamar 
has spoken about before in great detail. This makes sense considering 
many of these cuts are old, so it is interesting to revisit certain times in 
the rapper’s life. 
 These leftover tracks that Kendrick has released are better than 
many other rappers’ best work, which makes Mr. Duckworth that more 
appealing. Even with material that Kendrick Lamar deems not worthy 
of making an album, this project is enjoyable from start to finish. This 
should absolutely hold Kendrick fans over until his next major release. 
Until then, these “leftovers” will suffice just fine. 

King Kendrick Lamar Back at it Again
By Alec Matuszak 
Staff Writer

It’s 11:17 a.m. on Thursday, April 7. Ladders, tape, and laser 
measurement tools huddle walls and floor at the Steinberg Museum of 
Art. “Everyone’s got a bit of OCD here,” said Carrie-Anne Gonzalez, one 
of the twelve graduate students preparing the “Nexus for 12” art show 
that runs from April 11 to May 6.

The dark-haired woman suddenly wanders off to pick up her 
camera, walks to various colleagues’ sets to blast a few clicks on the 
shutter, before getting back to her own installment.

A Bronx-native, Gonzalez moved to Central Islip in her teens. 
By then she was a vocalist who made results in auditions but struggled 
to ace the necessary exams to break through. Meanwhile her friends hit 
college, and she asked herself, “What can I do that I can survive on? That 
can bring food to the table?”

Joining the marines was not an option, her father insisted, and 
yet, at age 17, she found herself afloat on a Navy base ship. “We were 
history-recorders,” Gonzales said, explaining her role as a photographer 
in the public affairs department of the military. Passing the required 
exams, Gonzalez had to learn everything practical about the new 
medium. “I had never logged a film before,” she said. 

Yet, during her five years of active duty, Gonzalez worked her 
way up to become a “star photographer,” the ones that were sent out 
to do the crucial tasks; jobs where you were only given one try. “The 
admiral coming to visit the ship, or capturing the flight deck operations, 
or dealing directly with the Captain and XO of the boat,” Gonzalez 
exemplified. 

The days were split into two shifts, 12-15-hour days for some, and 
the same at nights for others. For Gonzalez, this meant early morning 
showers, and breakfast with her fellows at the “mess deck.” She then 
visited the photo lab, where she was a “worker bee,” jotting down what 
was written on the assignment board.

Gonzalez was the digital technician, in charge of all studio 
photography, maintenance and equipment for the public affairs office 
on board. “I was responsible for editing all of the images that came back, 
sending them off to various places, and making sure everything was 
catalogued,” she said.

The assignments didn’t only include photography, however, but 
varied among all respective public affairs workers: some photographed, 
while others were mixing chemistry; a third group painted or deep-
cleaned a space, and someone else was waxing the floor. In fact, “all of 
these things could be done by a single person in a day,” according to 
Gonzalez.

After two years of active duty, Gonzalez was sent to design 
school. Graduating with an associates degree in commercial design 
from Nassau Community College, and a bachelors of technology in 
visual communications from Farmingdale State University, her Navy 
experience had opened up a new life path within photography. 

Gonzalez remained in the Navy reserves for an additional 
seven years. In the spring of 2014, she eventually decided to attend 
graduate school at LIU Post. As an MFA student in Studio Art, with a 
concentration in photography, Gonzalez aimed to explore her artistic 
repertoire—trying ceramics, painting, and printmaking—to ultimately 
see photography through a wider lens. 

Although Gonzalez recollects arduous effort on a daily basis in 
the Navy, she believes the friendships among veterans made the time 
worthwhile. As a civilian, she also learned that nothing would ever be 
as meaningful as working on a warship, documenting and truly being 
responsible for other people’s lives. That’s why she started the project, 
“Today’s Veteran: Telling the Stories of Veterans,” which can be accessed 
at https://todaysveteran.squarespace.com/config#/|/. 

“This project is super important to me, because Vets often feel 
like they are alone...and we definitely are not,” she said.

Former Navy Photographer to Graduate from Post
By Maxime Devillaz
Co-Editor-in-Chief

< < <  The pictures on page 12 are exerpts from Gonzalez’s time on the Navy ship. Photos courtesy of Carrie-Anne Gonzalez
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 From April 13-17, LIU Post will host the 24th annual Long Island 
Guitar Festival. The event will include concerts, master classes, work-
shops, a National High School Classical Guitar Competition and a per-
formance by the Long Island Guitar Festival Guitar Orchestra over the 
course of five days. 
 “The festival offers concerts and master classes with some of the 
world’s greatest guitarists,” said James Erickson, assistant director of the 
festival and adjunct professor of music at LIU Post. “Music students gain 
valuable experience by working with these world class guitarist in a small 
intimate setting,” he added. Andrew York, Alan Hirsh, David Dtarobin 
and Ronn McFarlane will be performing at the festival, among others.
 “The Long Island Guitar Festival is an annual Eclectic and Inter-
national festival presented in conjunction with the Department of Music 
of the College of Arts, Communications & Design at LIU Post at Long 
Island University, said Harris Becker, director and founder of the fes-
tival. “The festival represents a commitment to reach out to the artistic 
community and continue an established tradition of excellence in gui-
tar performance and pedagogy,” Becker said. “The initial intent of the 
festival was to show the process of becoming a masterful artist through 
educational workshops and master classes. The idea was to build a com-
munity through the interaction between students, amateurs, profession-
als and the general public.”
 The National High School Classical Guitar Competition is open 
to all high school students in the United States. To enter the competi-
tion, students first have to upload a four to seven minute video of them 
playing on a guitar. If they move on to the semi-finals, students will play 
a piece of music from the Heitor Villa-Lobos Complete Works for Solo 
Guitar, Editions Max Eschig, in a private event in front of three judges. 
In the final round, three students will play in front of a different panel 

of judges in an April 16 event that is open to the public. The finalists will 
perform a Villa-Lobo piece as well as another piece that lasts four to 
seven minutes. Each finalist will have 15 minutes to perform, with the 
winners announced at the evening concert on April 16. The first place 
winner will receive $500 as well as a chance to perform at the 2017 Long 
Island Guitar Festival’s Emerging Artist Showcase. The second place 
student will receive $200. 
 Ensemble Shows are also part of the Long Island Guitar Festival. 
According to the LIU Post website, “As part of a continued commit-
ment to excellence in guitar performance and pedagogy, throughout our 
history the Long Island Guitar Festival has featured high school guitar 
ensembles in our “Ensemble Showcases.” The purpose of these showcas-
es has been to give young guitarists the opportunity to perform as well 
as take advantage of the learning opportunities the festival has to offer.” 
This year’s Ensembles Showcase Concert will include Bishop McGuin-
ness High School Honors Guitar Ensemble from Kernersville, North 
Carolina; Brentwood High School Guitar Club from Brentwood, New 
York; Susan E. Wagner Guitar Ensemble from Staten Island, New York; 
and the POBJFK Guitar Nation from Planview-Old Bethpage, New York.
 This year’s festival will feature performances by Ronn McFarlane, 
An Evening of New Music For Guitar and Others, Berta Rojas, Hilary 
Field, Andrew York, the Long Island Guitar Festival Orchestra, and Da-
vid Starobin.     
 Tickets for the Long Island Guitar Festival can be purchased by 
mail, at the door or at the Tilles Center Box Office, which is open Monday 
through Saturday from 1-6 p.m. An all events pass ranges from $125-
$150; concerts range from $10-$25; and master classes are $10. For 
more information, go to www.liu.edu/gfest. 

Post To Host Guitar Festival
By Thomas Gillen
Assistant A&E Editor

PHOTO COURTESY OF HARRIS BECKER

Members of the artesian guitar quartet, from left: Andrew Falino, Harris Becker, Laura Lessard and James  
Erickson. The group will be performing at the Long Island Guitar Festival
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 Each year, senior film majors embark on their final thesis project. 
It could be a screenplay, a series of work as an editor, cinematographer 
or other role, but more often a short film. Despite their length, usually no 
more than twenty minutes, these  shorts can require thousands of dollars 
to produce. The money is needed for casting, set design, sound mixing, 
scoring, catering, location fees, festival submissions and any other costs 
not mitigated by school equipment room aid. Many students, such as Er-
rol Nicholson, who completed principal photography on his short “Ame-
lia” in March, turn to crowd sourcing platforms such as Kickstarter and 
IndieGoGo to raise the much needed cash for completion. 

 “Amelia” is about the tough decisions and emotional trauma a 
pregnant couple face when they learn of complications that would mean 
either the mother or baby can survive birth. Nicholson forged the main 
characters, Jess and Greg, from romantic comedy tropes, making them 
relatable while also flipping that dynamic on its head. 
 “It’s about that cliche romantic comedy couple that you see in the 
movies,” explained Nicholson. “I just wanted to give that couple you see 
in those types of films a real-life situation. You always see romantic com-
edies where they never really face a realistic problem, it’s either a fashion 
montage or running to an airport to stop a loved one from getting on a 
flight. I wanted to see what it would be like to put them into a different 
situation.” 
 Nicholson described the experience of shooting the film, which 
was an enthusiastic endeavor for the cast and crew. “Everyone was so 
passionate about the project. You don’t always go on shoots where every-
one seems to genuinely care about the story, so it was inspiring.” Much 
of the investment was spurred by a key part of Nicholson’s directing, 
when he asked Sara Raimandi, who plays Jess, to write a heartfelt letter 
to her fictional husband. He did not tell her what to write, instead allow-
ing her to organically do it herself. 
 “I had [Raimondi] write it and I totally forgot that she had writ-
ten it when we were about to shoot,” Nicholson said. “The morning of 
the shoot I called her up and asked if she could bring the note to set. She 
said sure, no problem. I went to her house and picked it up and she told 
me how she felt so sad writing it and that she started crying. She put it in 
a sealed envelope. I wanted to open it, I really did. But I figured it would 
be better if we had [the character’s husband] open it on camera so his 

reaction was genuine. We had him come in, he did the scene, opened the 
letter and he nailed it. All one take.” 
 Nicholson felt that posing a question to the audience, making 
them think deep upon seeing the film, would make it a compelling story 
to tell. “I want to have the audience leave asking themselves what they 
would do in these types of situations,” he explained. “How would they 
react? You watch a movie, like a James Bond film and the scenario is to 
save the girl or stop a nuclear missile. You’ll never experience that  ever. 
So, with “Amelia” we shot for something that could happen, could be 
relatable. To have the audience question their own morals.”
 Later, Nicholson recorded Raimondi reading the letter, another 
factor which has since inspired him to expand the story into a feature 
film, which she will be writing with him. Nicholson’s thesis advisor is 
Professor John Koshel. “We helped a lot with the writing process, and 
gave me ideas for little details in the script that made it better,” Nich-
olson said. The director attests to the collaborative and fluid process 
of shooting the film with his director of photography, Justin Portato. 
“I would just have to look at him and he’d know what I was thinking,” 
Nicholson said. 
 The film has been almost fully shot, with a few pickup shots left. 
However, there is still much to be done in regards to post production, 
which is where the lion-share of funds raised will be allocated. “We’re 
going to submit it to festivals and [eventually] turn it into a feature. That 
is something to look forward to as well. If you like romantic comedies, 
you should donate. If you hate romantic comedies, you should donate.” 
 As for the director himself, ambitious plans are in store for the 
future after graduating in May. “The original plan was to start as an edi-
tor and work my way up to being a director,” Nicholson concluded. “But 
the way this short is going, the amount of feedback and excitement I’ve 
been getting, even people do not go to our school. We went to the city 
with [Raimondi], to a rehearsal for a play she was in. The other actors 
were asking about it. So I thought I should just go for directing. So thats 
the plan after college. I know it’s risky but I figured I’d go for it.”
 The target is to raise $5000 dollars for “Amelia” in the next two 
weeks before the Kickstarter campaign expires. $2500 has already been 
raised as of this writing. For more information and to view the trailer 
visit ameliashortfilm.com or facebook.som.ameliashortfilm.  

Film Thesis In Need of Funds
By Pete Barell
Managing Editor 

PHOTO COURTESY OF ERROL NICHOLSON

 

PHOTO COURTESY OF ERROL NICHOLSON



ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT THE PIONEER 16

 Throughout the history of cinema, movies that have been de-
stroyed by critics have often ended up making hundreds of millions of 
dollars due to the support from fans. With the popularity of websites like 
Rotten Tomatoes, it’s easy for audiences to find out how well received a 
movie is. On Rotten Tomatoes, film reviews are collected and the per-
centage of positive reviews are calculated. The resulting calculation lists 
the movie as either “Fresh,” having a high percent of positive reviews, 
or “Rotten,” having a low percent of positive reviews. One of the most 
popular movie franchises to gain support from fans, despite low review 
scores, is the “Transformers” franchise. Since coming to the big screen 
in 2007, the franchise has grossed almost $3.8 billion, even though the 
highest a movie in the series has placed on Rotten Tomatoes is 57 per-
cent.
 The recently released “Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice,” 
is an example of this phenomenon and was designed to introduce audi-
ences to DC’s cinematic universe, also known as DCEU. The DCEU is 
DC’s answer to the Marvel Cinematic Universe, where all DC characters 
exist in the same universe and interact with each other on screen. After 
2013’s “Man of Steel” failed to establish the DCEU, it was up to “Batman 
v Superman” to create a believable world while satisfying the high ex-
pectations of the fans. Unfortunately, a week before its release, negative 
reviews started appearing online and things did not look good for the 
highly anticipated film.
 Rotten Tomatoes collected some harsh reviews. “In the end, ‘Bat-
man v Superman’ is a tiresome, ill-tempered film, and one too lazy even 
to earn its dismal outlook,” wrote Christopher Orr in the Atlantic. “The 
studio has, in the usual way, begged and bullied critics not to reveal plot 
points, and I wouldn’t dream of denying you the thrill of discovering just 
how overstuffed and preposterous a movie narrative can be,” wrote A.O. 
Scott, the film critic for the New York Times. According to Rotten To-
matoes, “Batman v Superman” has 90 fresh reviews and 211 rotten ones 
for a total score of 29 percent. Yet, despite this less than stellar score, 
the movie broke numerous records at the box office since it opened on 
March 25. 
 “Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice” steamrolled past records, 
debuting at a gargantuan $170.1 million over Easter weekend despite 
being pilloried by critics, according to Brent Lang on variety.com. That 
ranks as the top opening weekend for a DC Comics film, the best March 

launch ever, and the sixth-biggest domestic opening weekend of all-time, 
he noted. It is clear that fans were not deterred by the negative reviews, 
as “Batman v Superman” has passed over $700 million at the box office.
 Like many fans, I enjoyed “Batman v Superman” even though 
there were problems with the story and it spent too much time setting up 
for the future “Justice League” movies instead of focusing on the conflict 
between Batman and Superman. While most of my favorite movies are 
critically acclaimed, such as “The Dark Knight” and “The Lord of the 
Rings,” I do enjoy a lot of movies that were not looked on favorably by 
movie critics. One of the prime examples of this is “Van Helsing,” star-
ring Hugh Jackman and Kate Beckinsale. Even though it made almost 
$300 million worldwide, it scored a 23 percent on Rotten Tomatoes. 
Despite this low score, I enjoy “Van Helsing” for what it is and can’t help 
but watch it whenever it is on TV.
 “Batman v Superman” was never going to be the best superhero 
movie of the year and nor should it have been. It had to compete with 
several other superhero movies including “Deadpool,” which became the 
highest grossing R rated movie of all time; “Suicide Squad,” another DC 
movie that features characters such as the Joker and Harley Quinn; “X-
Men Apocalypse,” and two highly anticipated Marvel movies in “Doctor 
Strange” and “Captain America: Civil War.” It was never going to reach 
the heights of “The Dark Knight” trilogy or debut to critical acclaim. It’s a 
movie designed to please fans and to satisfy their dreams of finally seeing 
Batman and Superman fight on the big screen with the formation of the 
Justice League about to begin.

“While most of my favorite mov-
ies are critically acclaimed, I do 
enjoy a lot of movies that were 
not looked on favorably by movie 
critics.”

“Batman v Superman” and the Declining
 Impact of Movie Critics

By Thomas Gillen
Assistant A&E Editor

April 11-May 6
Steinberg Museum presents Nexus of 12. LIU Post Masters of Fine Art 
Exhibition. Admission is free and open to all. 

April 12-16
The Art department presents Hyon Hartberger, MFA. Hartberger’s 
exhibition is up in the SAL Gallery in the Library. A reception is held 
Wednesday April 20 at 5pm. It is free and open to all.
The Art department presents Kelsey Schulz, BFA. Schultz’s exhibition is 
up in the Sculpture Gallery. A reception is held Wednesday April 20 at 
5pm. It is free and open to all.

April 13-17
Music epartment presents the 24th Long Island Guitar Festival. For 
complete schedule, visit www2.liu.edu/gfest. LIU Post students are ad-
mitted free with student ID. 

April 15-17
Theatre, Film, Dance and Arts Management department presents 
“Othello,” a theatre MFA showcase. It is held in the Workshop Theatre. 

By Bendik Sørensen
A&E Editor

Arts in brief
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MORE THAN JUST PIZZA

SINCE 1997

38 Glen Cove Rd Greenvale, NY 11548 ■ lontzapizza.com

516.621.5566
PIZZA

SPECIAL 06
CHICKEN PARM
ENTRÉE

+TAX
$1000

SPECIAL 07
GREEK CHOICE!

+TAX
$1000

SPECIAL 08
LARGE CHEESE PIE,
6 BUFFALO WINGS,
6 GARLIC KNOTS

+TAX
$2000

(INCLUDES HOUSE-MADE BLUE
 CHEESE AND TOMATO SAUCE)

(INCLUDES PENNE PASTA, 
 ITALIAN BREAD)

SPECIAL 09
LARGE CHEESE PIE,
6 GARLIC KNOTS,
BAKED ZITI, SALAD

+TAX
$2500

(INCLUDES ITALIAN BREAD,
 HOUSE-MADE TOMATO SAUCE)

SPECIAL 10
2 LARGE CHEESE PIE,
12 BUFFALO WINGS

AND FRENCH FRIES

+TAX
$3500

CHICKEN SOUVLAKI OR GYRO,
BEEF SOUVLAKI OR GYRO (INCLUDES HOUSE-MADE

 BLUE CHEESE)

SPECIAL 01
SMALL
CHEESE
PIZZA

+TAX
$1000

SPECIAL 02
PENNE ALA VODKA
GRILLED CHICKEN

+TAX
$1000

SPECIAL 03
CHEESEBURGER
DELUXE

+TAX
$1000

(OR BURGER DELUXE - INCLUDES
 FRIES/LETTUCE/TOMATO/PICKLE)

SPECIAL 04
GARDEN, GREEK, OR
CAESAR SALAD
GRILLED CHICKEN

+TAX
$1000

(INCLUDES ITALIAN BREAD OR
 FRESH MADE BREAD STICK)

SPECIAL 05
PARM HERO CHOICE!

AND 5 BUFFALO WINGS

+TAX
$1000

CHICKEN, EGGPLANT, SAUSAGE,
OR MEATBALL

PIZZA
HUNGRY?

GYROS
HEROES
SALADS

DID YOU KNOW?
Lontza never charges for 

delivery to your dorm, 

club, or anywhere in the 

school. We just ask for a 

minimum of $10.

DID YOU KNOW?

You can combine 

coupons with friends

and have one large 

order delivered at once! 
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 Rain postponed the softball team’s doubleheader against Do-
minican College for 24 hours and in those make-up games, the Pioneers 
suffered a 5-6 loss and a 1-1 tie from Brookville, N.Y. 
 The Pioneers fell behind the eight-ball early on and trailed Do-
minican College by three runs after the first inning. Looking to respond, 
the Pioneers cut the deficit to 3-2 thanks to a misplay in the field by Do-
minican College which plated sophomore outfielder Samantha Marrone 
and freshman infielder Leah Mele. 
 Two innings later, the Pioneers tied the game and took the lead. 
Senior designated hitter Paige Swantek drove in a run on an RBI double 
and later came around to score on a passed ball. The Chargers, down by 
a run in their final turn at-bat, scored two runs to take the lead and put 
the pressure on the Pioneers. 
 The Pioneers had a chance though to tie the game. In their half 
of the seventh inning, the Pioneers extended the match on a game-tying 
two-base hit from senior third baseman Maria Palmeri. The joy was 
short lived however, as the Chargers won the game on an RBI single in 
the thirteenth inning. 
 Freshman hurler Hannah Olshevski was tagged with the loss, go-
ing two innings, giving up five hits and one run. The starter for the game 
was junior Ashley Martin and she allowed five runs and struck out eight 
in 11 innings of work. 
 In the second game, the Pioneers and Chargers battled to a 1-1 
tie after the match was called at the commencement of nine innings by 
umpires because of darkness.  
 The Pioneers lone run came in the sixth frame when Marrone 
brought home sophomore outfielder Jaclyn Hahn on a single. In the 
Chargers do-or-die seventh inning, they came back with a two-out RBI 

single tying the contest and sending it into extra innings. 
 Olshevski, who pitched earlier in the day, went all nine innings 
and allowed seven hits and one run while punching out a pair. 
 Due to a mix of rain and snow, the Pioneers Saturday, April 9 
double-header against Pace University was cancelled and will not be 
made up. The Pioneers returned to the field on Sunday, April 10, for a 
double-dip against Southern New Hampshire University. The no. 25 
ranked Penmen were handed two loses by the Green and Gold. 
 Led by the right arm of Martin, the Pioneers inked a ‘W’ in the 
first game. Martin went the full seven innings, allowing four hits, zero 
runs and fanning five batters. The Pioneer runs came curtesy of a field-
er’s choice in the sixth inning which plated Mele and a single by Swantek 
that gave the Pioneers an insurance run they wouldn’t need. 
 The Pioneers continued their stellar play in the second game 
against the Penmen as well. This time, led by Olshevksi, (who too went 
the distance), the Pioneers earned a 6-4 victory. 
 Freshman first baseman Ashley Melendez provided half the of-
fense for the Pioneers with a three-run shot to dead centerfield in the 
bottom of the second inning. Mele contributed with the stick as well, 
knocking in two runs on a single in the fourth inning to pad the Pioneer 
led at the time to 5-2. 
 The Penmen didn’t go down without a fight though, as they 
scored two runs in their last frame, but came up two runs shy. Olshevski 
struck out two in her seven innings and scattered seven hits while sur-
rendering four runs; earning her twelfth victory of the season.
 Head Coach Jamie Apicella and his team are back in action on 
Thursday, April 14, when they host Molloy College for a double-header. 
First-pitch is set for 3 p.m.  

Softball Shines after Coming up Short
By Michael Otero 
Co-Editor-in-Chief 

 The baseball team suffered an 11-4 loss to Dowling College from 
Brookhaven, N.Y. on Friday, April 8, thanks to an eight run outburst by 
the Golden Lions in the eighth inning. 
 The Pioneers though, got the scoring started in the top half of 
the first inning. Freshman outfielder Dave Brehm drove in two runs on a 
two-out single that plated sophomore outfielder Rob Andreoli and senior 
first baseman David Groeneveld. 
 In response to the Pioneers two-run first inning, the Golden 
Lions cut the lead in half on an RBI single. The Pioneers extended their 
lead to 3-1 on a double from sophomore outfielder James Cohan.
 After the Golden Lions trimmed the lead to 3-2, the Pioneers 
extended it once again. This time, junior catcher Thomas Asbaty came 
around to score on a single from freshman second baseman Sal Geraci. 
 For the first seven innings, junior pitcher Jake DeCarli held the 
Golden Lions in check; allowing just two runs. However, in the eighth in-
ning, the Golden Lions awoke from their hibernation with a vengeance. 
 An eight run outburst highlighted by a two-run triple by Dowling 
second baseman Rob Costanzo was enough for the Golden Lions to hold 
on for the win. DeCarli’s final line was seven innings while allowing two 

earned runs on eight hits. The loss was tagged to the Pioneer bullpen, 
which was responsible for eight runs in the inning. 
 The Pioneers and Golden Lions were originally supposed to play 
a double-header on Saturday, April 9, but the weather did not cooperate. 
The two sides got reacquainted with one another again on Sunday, April 
10, from the same location. 
  The Pioneers suffered another loss in the same fashion. Seven 
runs for the Golden Lions after the sixth inning sealed the deal. 
 For the Pioneers, Groeneveld tallied four hits and three RBIs 
while Brehm and Cohan each had multi-hit games. For the Golden Lions, 
five players had multi-hit games and four players had multi-RBI games, 
signifying a total team effort in the win over the Pioneers. 
 The 13-7 final dropped the Pioneers to 10-16 on the season and 
2-8 in conference play. With the win, Dowling improved to 10-14 overall 
and 4-2 in conference play. 
 The Pioneers and head coach Mike Gaffney are back in action on 
Friday, April 15, when they host the University of Bridgeport. First-pitch 
from the LIU Post Baseball Field is set for 3:30 p.m. 
 

Baseball Gets Doubled Up, Drops 
Two vs Dowling

By Michael Otero 
Co-Editor in Chief

Freshman middle infielder, Jimmy Mendyk, on the on-deck circle 
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 In a season-high nine point effort, 
senior attackman Matty Beccaris led the no. 
14 men’s lacrosse team (7-3) to a 19-5 victory 
against Post University (4-5) on Wednesday, 
April 6, in a non-conference clash at Bethpage 
Federal Credit Union Stadium in Brookville, 
N.Y.  
           Senior attacker Ryan Slane and Becca-
ris teamed up for eight goals in the first half; 
clearing the lane for the Pioneers to leap out 
to a 14-2 lead at the intermission. In addition, 
graduate midfielder Jeremy Morgan and senior 
attacker Matt Bellando each found the back of 
the cage twice.
 The Pioneers kicked off the latter stanza 
with remarkable defense from junior goalie 
Matthew Liantonio, who stopped the first three 
shots he faced. Bellando would eventually add 
to the lead; notching back-to-back markers in a 
55-second span and extending the Pioneer lead 
to 16-2. Later pm, the Green and Gold scored 
three of the final five tallies of the contest. 
  Liantonio totaled a game-high seven 
saves in 45 minutes of action, as senior goal-
tender Adam Winne racked up six stops in the 
final 15 minutes.
 Beccaris tied for the lead in goals with 
five and tacked on four assists to his stat-line. 
Slane finished right behind Beccaris, logging 
eight points (4 G, 4 A). Following Slane was 
Bellando, who netted five markers and added 
two helpers for a seven-point showing while 
junior midfielder Anthony Galeotafiore had a

field day, winning 20-of-26 (76.9 percent) face-
offs and scooping up 12 ground balls. 
            The Green and Gold returned to the 
field Saturday, April 9, in Old Westbury where 
they defeated fifth-ranked New York Institute 
of Technology (8-3) by a score of 15-5 in an 
East Coast Conference match-up at President’s 
Stadium.

 
           Knotted up at two apiece in the first 
period, the Pioneers tallied six straight goals to 
claim a commanding 8-2 advantage. Sparking 
the run was senior midfielder Anthony Berar-
dis, who scored two unassisted goals and was 
followed by Slane, who one-upped Berardis and 
netted three unassisted markers.
              After leading 8-3 at the half, the Pio-
neers staged an impressive 6-0 spurt to put 
the game to bed. Morgan and Bellando each 
recorded two goals apiece during that stretch. 
Morgan had a field day, recording a season-
high four goals. A couple other Pioneers pithed 
in, including Berardis, who finished with 
three scores along with sophomore midfielder 
Dylan Harned, who cashed in with a goal and a 
helper.     
             Galeotafiore continued his outstand-
ing campaign winning 18-0f-21 draw controls. 
Between the pipes, Liantonio made seven saves 
for the Green and Gold while his counterpart, 
Alex Seltzer, collected five saves for the Bears. 
            Head Coach John Jez and his Pioneer 
squad look to improve to 5-1 in conference play 
as they prepare to commence a three-game 
home stand starting Saturday, April 16, versus 
ECC foe Dowling College at Bethpage Federal 
Credit Union Stadium in Brookville, N.Y. Open-
ing draw is set for noon. 

Men’s Lacrosse Carves a Pair of Victories  
By Thomas Scavetta
Assistant Sports Editor

MAXIME DEVILLAZ

Freshman middle infielder, Jimmy Mendyk, on the on-deck circle 

KHADIJAH SWANN

Senior attacker, Matt Bellando, and  senior midfielder, Anthony Berardis, touch glues
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Upcoming Schedule

Results
Baseball 
Friday, April 8 - Sunday, April 10 vs 
Dowling College
0 Wins & 3 Loses 

Men’s Lacrosse 
Saturday, April 9 vs NYIT 
Won 15-5 

Softball 
Friday, April 8 vs Dominican College 
Lost 5-6 & Tied 1-1 
Sunday, April 10 vs Southern New Hamp-
shire University 
Won 2-0 & Won 6-4

Women’s Lacrosse 
Wednesday, April 6 vs University of 
Bridgeport 
Won 15-1 
Saturday, April 9 vs University of the 
District of Columbia 
Won 19-0

Women’s Lacrosse 
Wednesday, April 13 @ Dowling College 
@ 4 p.m.
Saturday, April 16 @ St. Thomas Aquinas 
College @ 1 p.m. 

Softball 
Thursday, April 14 vs Molloy College @ 3 
p.m. & 5 p.m. 
@ LIU Post Softball Complex 
Saturday, April 16 vs Queens College @ 
12 p.m. & 2 p.m. 
@ LIU Post Softball Complex 
Sunday. April 17 vs NYIT @ 12 p.m. & 2 
p.m. 
@ LIU Post Softball Complex 

Baseball 
Friday, April 15 vs University of Bridge-
port @ 3:30 p.m.
@ LIU Post Baseball Field 
Saturday, April 16 @ University of 
Bridgeport @ 12 p.m. & 3 p.m. 
Sunday. April 17 vs University of Bridge-
port @ 1 p.m. 
@ LIU Post Baseball Field 

        The third-ranked women’s lacrosse team 
(9-2) cruised to a 15-1 victory against the Universi-
ty of Bridgeport on Wednesday, April 6, in an East 
Coast Conference duel at Bethpage Federal Credit 
Union Stadium, in Brookville, N.Y. 
          Offensively, the Pioneers erupted behind 
the lights of junior attacker Connor Bird, who to-
taled a career-high seven points (5 G, 2 A). She also 
won a game-best four draws. 
         In the opening stanza, the Pioneers came 
out guns blazing, as they went on a 9-0 tear in the 
first 30 minutes of action. Bird led the Pioneers 
with four goals and one assist as she opened up the 
scoring and rounded it out with an unassisted tally 
with 11 seconds remaining in the half..
          Freshman midfielder Ryan McKinney got 
the wheels rolling for the Pioneers early on in the 
second half, striking twice in the first nine minutes. 
In addition, freshman attacker Lindsay Montgom-
ery tacked on her first collegiate goal at the 3:59 
mark.
           In the cage, sophomore goalie Olivia Kirk 
and senior net-minder Kasey Kephart combined to 
make three saves for the Pioneers, as their defense 
was stout throughout the entire game. Junior 
defender/midfielder Cara Douglas scooped up 
four ground balls, won three draws and added two 
caused turnovers in the victory. Junior midfielder 
Kelly Backus forced three turnovers and collected 
two ground balls.
           On Saturday, April 9, the Green and Gold 
wrapped up their three-game home-stand with 
an impressive 19-0 shutout versus ECC rival, the 
University of the District of Colombia.
           The Pioneers improved to 4-0 in confer-
ence play as they staged an offensive onslaught 
in the first half, scoring 10 unanswered goals in 

the first 15 minutes of action. After the Pioneers 
jumped out of the gate, the Firebirds settled down 
defensively. However, they couldn’t stall for long, 
as they surrendered another three goals to give the 
hosts a 12-0 cushion at the intermission. 
          Senior attacker Emily Delaney paved the 
way seven points (2 G, 5 A). Bird found the back 
of the net three times and won five face-offs in the 
opening stanza. Heading into the second half, the 
Pioneers kept their foot on the gas, tacking on an-
other seven goals, sending UDC to 1-8 on the year 
as they still search for their first conference win. 
         Just about everyone got involved in the 
stat-sheet as Backus, senior defender/ midfielder 
Kaitlin Gaghan and sophomore defender Chelsea 
Karr all logged their first goals of the season. 
           Delaney finished with a game-high nine 
points (3 G, 6 A) and also added three ground balls 
and two draws too her impressive performance. 
Her fellow attacker, Bird, finished her day with 
four points (3 G, 1 A). Douglas chipped in on the 
scoring parade with a pair of goals and an assist for 
three points. McKinney and senior attacker Jessica 
Marsh also netted two goals apiece for the Pio-
neers.
          The hosts dominated in nearly every sta-
tistical category, as they out-shot the Firebirds by 
a 6-to-1 margin (30-5) and secured a 22-7 edge in 
ground balls.  In addition to converting on each of 
their free-position opportunities, the Pioneers won 
an alarming 20-of-21 draw controls. 
        Head Coach Meghan McNamara and her 
Pioneer squad prepare to head out for a four-
game road trip, starting Wednesday, April 13, in 
Brookhaven, N.Y. when they visit no. 13 Dowling 
College. Opening draw is slated for 4 p.m. 

Women’s Lacrosse Routs
 Bridgeport and UDC

By Thomas Scavetta
Assistant Sports Editor

KHADIJAH SWANNSenior attacker, Emily Delaney, on the offense 


