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Freshman Convocation

The department of Communications & Film welcomed freshmen with a barbeque outside of the Tilles Atrium on 
Tuesday, Sept. 19. The gathering was a way to make students feel at home, and a time to promote the various of-
ferings within the department, such as the television studio (PTV), the campus radio station (WCWP), and The 
Pioneer. The photo was taken by Thomas Gillen, A&E editor

	 The	first	issue	of	The	Pioneer	was	created	on	Sept.	21,	1956.	This	year,	
we	celebrate	the	60th	anniversary.	Each	of	the	covers	seen	on	the	front	page	
spread	are	archives	from	the	first	issue	in	1956	as	well	as	each	decade	after,	
leading us to present day.

	 Over	these	60	years,	The	Pioneer	has	changed	quite	a	bit,	from	the	lay-
out, the use of online technology as a media platform, to the coverage of hard 
news; The Pioneer has been dedicated to serving the LIU Post community 
with knowledge and the ability to showcase all the events that have taken 
place over time.

 Caroline Ryan,
 News Editor
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LIU NAACH:  The Bollywood Dance Club
By Ruhi Gandhi
Staff Writer 

 College campuses are full of clubs and activities that help stu-
dents uncover culture and experiences. This is a trend at all universities, 
where students are always encouraged to join clubs, even start them. 
That is exactly what Sharon Sextus, a senior marketing major, decided to 
do. Sextus has a passion for Bollywood dancing, and her passion led her 
to start a Bollywood Dance Club. 
 “When I was looking for universities, dance clubs, especially 
Bollywood	dance	clubs,	were	definitely	on	my	check	list,”	Sextus	said.	
“When I found LIU-Post I instantly fell in love with the campus but the 
lack	of	a	Bollywood	dance	club	did	not	go	unnoticed.”	
 Sextus and her friend, Neha Narvekar, a senior speech pathology 
major, started out competing in talent shows on campus where they won 
first	and	second	place.	It	proved	that	the	students	definitely	had	a	good	
response to the dance, and form there, LIU Post NAACH began.
 Sextus is the president of this new club; Narvekar is the vice 
president. Other board members are senior Sana Zahra as the Treasurer, 
and senior Ridda Zahra as the secretary. Sextus has trained for two years 
in Bharatanatyam, Bhangra and has taken several Bollywood classes. 
She also instructs private clients for special events. 
 Narvekar has trained in Kathak since the age of 8, alongside 
having participated in various dance competitions as a child. She also 
teaches her friends and family on occasions. 
	 Meanwhile	the	Zhara	sisters,	“dance	for	fun”.	They	may	not	have	
training but they do have a passion, they say.
	 They	are	all	excited	about	the	new	club	and	hope	to	find	a	non-
profit	organization	to	which	all	proceeds	they	collect	over	a	period	of	
time can be given. “We want to give people an understanding of the 
movements and what Bollywood dancing is all about initially, which is 
why	we	want	to	start	off	as	a	club	rather	than	a	team,”	Narvekar	said.	
“We want to spread the culture, and make it even more vast than it al-
ready	is	at	the	LIU	Post	campus.”	
	 Sextus	added,	“We	want	to	start	off	with	simple	things	like	
Bhangra and a Hip-Hop/Bollywood fusion. This way the movements 
aren’t	too	drastically	different	for	people	who	want	to	learn.	Later,	how-
ever, we would like to incorporate little bits of Kathak and Bharatanaty-
am,	which	are	classical	Indian	dance	forms.”		
 The meeting space is still undetermined. All the places are either 
full, or already rented out all over campus, and this has them a little wor-
ried. “The place we currently or potentially have has no mirrors! How do 
we	dance	without	mirrors?”	Sextus	said.	
 The girls are, however, trying their best to make arrangements so 
that they can at least get the club up and running. The girls have opened 
up	the	sign-up	sheets	for	anyone	interested.	About	fifteen	members	are	
ready to give it a try, mirror or not. 
 “We are a little concerned with how many people will turn up at 
the	club,	and	how	fast	it	will	grow,”	Sextus	said.	“No	one	has	tried	a	Bol-
lywood dancing club on campus yet and the whole culture is so new and 
different,	we	feel	like	people	might	not	even	be	willing	to	give	it	a	proper	
try.”	
 She, and the other Board members, hope it is a success and aim 
to perform at the Pep Rally this year on campus. “We have a bunch of 
great ideas if this turns out to be a success! We are sure it will be and 
hopefully we can put together a fundraising event soon where we’d be 
able to invite dance teams from other campuses and have some sort of 
dance	off,”	Sextus	said.	
 “So many other universities have legitimate Bollywood dance 
teams that compete against other colleges. It’s like a sport, and I really 
want	LIU-Post	to	be	a	part	of	that	community,”	Sextus	added.	“We	want	
everyone, not just Indians, to be a part of this dance community 

and reach out to people with similar interests. Plus, it would be so much 
fun!”				
 “As a student I feel like this would be a great experience, and I’d 
be willing to give it a try, provided that the people in charge or teaching 
know what they are doing and how to do it because that would take away 
from	the	fun	of	it,”	said	Maya	Mariner,	a	sophomore	majoring	in	psy-
chology.”
 

 Narvekar and Sextus have already started on the choreography 
for	the	first	meeting	that	they	intend	to	have	in	the	coming	week.	
 LIU Post NAACH is on social media for those who want to stay 
updated with the activities. They are on Instagram @liupost_naach and 
are also on Facebook as LIU Post Naach. They have a signup form for 
anyone who is still interested in joining. Sextus is in high hopes that the 
club will form into a strong community that she can then create into a 
team.

We want to give people an under-
standing of  the movements and 
what Bollywood dancing is all about

– Neha Narvekar, VP of  LIU NAACH

COURTESY OF NEHA NARVEKAR

The founding members of LIU NAACH posing out on the Great Lawn
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FYSE 2016: A Gateway into College, 
Before CollegeBy Erica Ferrera

Staff Writer 

BabySitters Wanted
Local Family looking for two students for after 
school help. 

The right people for the job will have their own 
car and a valid drivers license. 

References need to include one recent work 
experience and one from a professor. 

Please call/text email: 
Bettina 
516-662-5773
BettinaCsaad@gmail.com

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT

The First Year Service Experience (FYSE) allows incoming 
freshman to live on campus before classes start and participate in a 
weekend of service-related activities. This year, a handful of students, 
mostly incoming freshman but also a handful upperclassmen, 
participated	in	this	program,	Sept.	2-4.	

Their adventure began in the basement of Youth Social Services 
Organization	(YSOP)	headquarters	in	Manhattan,	an	organization	
that sets up volunteer opportunities in cities such as New York and 
Washington D.C. Participants were divided into groups and traveled 
to	four	unique	places	of	service:	an	urban	farm,	two	different	soup	
kitchens, and a food pantry. 

Now the question is how a weekend of community service with 
unfamiliar schoolmates not only may change your life, but also be a 
gateway into college?

People volunteer for various reasons. Having a group of similarly 
minded people can allow for lasting friendships and connections to 
form. “You are able to get to know new people while being proactive in 
the	community,”	said	Chris	O’Connell,	a	sophomore	film	major	who	has	
participated	in	the	program	for	the	last	two	years.	“It	definitely	made	my	
transition	into	my	first	year	easier,	and	the	opportunity	to	provide	that	
same	experience	to	other	freshmen	was	too	good	to	pass	up.”	

FYSE	2016	gave	incoming	freshman	worried	and	overwhelmed	
about making new friends the chance to overcome those fears, even 
before classes started, through interaction with the upperclassman 
participating in the program with them. 

Not only did the opportunity allow for people to learn more about 
their classmates and their communities, but also learn about themselves. 
“I	really	just	realized	how	much	I	had	in	my	life	and	it	made	me	feel	as	
though	I	owed	the	world	a	favor,”	said	Kayla	Bernie,	a	junior	theatre	
design and production major.

 Amanda Johnson, a freshman music education major who 
participated	this	year,	recognized	“how	just	a	little	bit	of	my	time	can	
impact	someone	so	greatly.”	Johnson	was	previously	very	active	in	her	
community and she applied this concept to her experience during FYSE. 
Similarly, Allie Michaelis, also a freshman music education major who 
participated this year, explained how “going to a soup kitchen opened 
my	eyes	to	a	whole	new	community	of	people.”	

In addition to the four exclusive trips on Sept. 3, the next day 
brought its own adventures to the group. Divided into two groups, the 
students	visited	a	nursing	home	and	colored	with	the	residents.	To	finish	
up the weekend, they ended their experience by making beds for shelter 
dogs.  

FYSE is a program that runs every Fall semester for incoming 
freshman. Upper classmen who are interested should go to Campus Life 
and see the coordinator, Arianna Livreri, who is also in charge of all the 
service opportunities on campus. It is a free program that requires no 
out-ofals during the weekend of the program. 

There is an upcoming event that is an extension of this program 
on Nov. 13. The event, coordinated by Livreri, will be a trip to The 
Virdone House, one of the nursing homes for mentally disabled adults. 
Students	will	be	coloring	and	socializing	with	the	residents.	Contact	
Arianna Livreri in Campus Life to check for availability. 

The	Office	of	Campus	Life	did	not	respond	to	the	Pioneer’s	
requests for comment about the school’s community service programs.
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By Adam Hornbuckle
Political Columnist

Clash of the Candidates: Previewing the 
First Presidential Debate

 It’s almost time for Americans to get a front row seat and watch 
the two major party candidates duke it out on stage. On Monday, Sept. 
26,	at	9	p.m.	we	will	all	see	Hillary	Clinton	and	Donald	Trump	in	their	
first	head-to-head	debate.	The	debate	will	consist	of	six	segments	of	ap-
proximately	15	minutes	each.	The	moderator	of	the	debate,	Lester	Holt,	
will	select	a	different	topic	for	each	of	the	15-minute	segments	and	will	
open them with a question directed at both candidates. The debate will 
be televised on major news networks in addition to CSPAN, hosted by 
Hofstra University. 

	 It’s	doubtful	that	Libertarian	candidate	Gary	Johnson	will	find	
himself	at	the	podium	on	the	26th	as	he	has	failed	thus	far	to	meet	the	
requirements. The Commission on Presidential Debates requires that a 
candidate	must	be	polling	at	15	percent	in	at	least	five	national	polls	to	
be given a spot on stage during one of the debates. Currently, Johnson 
has	failed	to	consistently	find	himself	above	10	percent,	but	is	still	fight-
ing to have a 3rd podium on stage. Green party candidate Jill Stein is 
also	not	expected	at	the	debate,	as	she	finds	herself	trailing	Johnson	with	
less	than	4	percent	of	voter	support.	

 So we know when the debate will be and who to expect there, but 
do we know what to expect from the candidates in attendance? You can 
rest assured that the exact responses from the candidates will be very 
similar to their stump speeches, and on that front, we won’t hear much 
new or exciting. 

 What will be interesting to see will be the candidates’ rhetoric 
and how they formulate their attacks on their opponent. This debate is, 
of course, coming at a time when Hillary is defusing questions about her 
health and Trump is rebranding his campaign with new leadership and 
transitioning to a new approach. 

 “The Trump campaign has been trying to relaunch the candi-
date	as	a	calmer,	more	presidential	sounding	version	of	himself,”	said	
Jeremy Buchman, a professor in the Political Science department. “The 
first	debate	will	tell	us	much	about	whether	the	effort	was	successful.	I’m	
expecting	a	conflict	less	suited	for	a	podium	than	for	the	UFC	octagon.”	

ADVERTISEMENTS
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A Message from Debbie Smiloff De Louise 
Pioneer, Class of ’89

My Pioneer Memories  

 I was a writer, features editor, and secretary on The Pioneer from 1983 until I graduated C.W. Post in 1989. I came to Post as a slightly 
“older”	student	who	returned	to	college	after	working	a	year	as	a	secretary.	I	enrolled	part-time	as	an	English	major	to	test	the	waters	before	I	made	
the full-time commitment. 
	 One	of	the	first	things	I	did	was	trying	to	find	a	way	to	become	involved	on	campus.	I	remember	walking	down	the	second	floor	corridor	of	
Hillwood	Commons	to	the	activity	wing	where	The	Pioneer	newspaper	office	was	located.	Adam	Pardonek,	the	Editor-in-Chief	at	that	time,	spoke	to	
me	in	his	office	about	my	interests	in	working	for	the	student	newspaper.	I	explained	my	situation	as	a	new	student	who	had	prior	experience	as	a	
secretary and also enjoyed writing. He suggested that my skills could be put to good use because many of the writers and editors needed help having 
their stories typed. There was also an opening for a features writer on that year’s paper. I accepted both positions.
 My part-time job as secretary was approved by the administration, and I was paid a small wage. The workload sometimes became intense, 
especially close to deadlines. At that time, I used WordPerfect to input the stories into a computer. Unlike today’s technology, the paper’s layout was 
done in-house, in a production room, and brought to a printer for copying. My memories of production night dinners on Wednesdays are still clear 
after all these years. The advertising manager had an agreement with the local Fireside restaurant where the editors could have dinner each week in 

exchange for advertising copy in the paper. We all looked forward to these 
meals. Thinking back about eating with the editors as we discussed our 
stories,	I	can	still	taste	the	fried	mozzarella	sticks	and	recall	the	camara-
derie	and	some	of	the	jokes	that	were	told.	We	celebrated	staff	birthdays	
and other occasions, too. 
	 I	still	have	my	desk	plaque	that	reads	“Debbie	Smiloff”	and	fond	
memories of my time on the Pioneer. I also received a special award for 
my	feature	writing	my	first	year	on	the	paper:	the	Lawrence	C.	Lobaugh,	
jr. Memorial Award in Journalism. Along with a plaque that is displayed 
in the Admissions building, I was given an engraved medal. The award 
had been given in memory of a man whose son had worked on the Pio-
neer and died much too young. It was quite an honor to receive this 
award, and I have treasured the medal for 33 years.
 I saw many editor-in-chiefs come and go after Adam, who gradu-
ated that year. I moved up to features editor and was in charge of that 
section and the group of writers who contributed articles for it. I worked 
for Tim Votapka, Janice De Freitas, Valerie Kellogg and Raymond Jasen, 
and	I	also	came	to	know	the	other	staff	members,	editors	and	writers.	
Through my interviews for feature articles, I also met professors, students 
and school administrators. The experience I gained from working on the 
paper	led	me	to	publishing	articles	in	magazines,	and,	after	I	married,	I	
published a few books as well. 
	 My	first	published	novel,	“Cloudy	Rainbow,”	actually	features	
some chapters that take place at The Pioneer. My current book, “A Stone’s 
Throw,”	includes	a	librarian,	like	myself,	who	is	a	Post	graduate	from	the	
Palmer School. One of the book’s settings is in Brookville, where C.W. 
Post is located.
 Many people say that college is the best years of one’s life. I agree. 
Even though classes can be tough and there are many additional stresses 
as one faces impending adulthood, the opportunity for friendships and

Continued on page 8

extracurricular experiences such as those I gained from The Pioneer, 
cannot be duplicated. I look back on those days and the person I once 
was	and	realize	how	much	my	participation	at	the	paper	made	a	differ-
ence in my life. 
  I am also happy that, as the Internet and social media have 
developed ways of staying in touch, I have been able to reconnect with 
some of my fellow Pioneer friends. Over the summer, I did a book sign-

ing at the Levittown Library and was pleasantly surprised when Mike Gannon, a previous Sports Editor on The Pioneer, dropped by. He saw my 
Facebook post about the event and wanted to surprise me. It was the highlight of my day. 
 I believe the bond formed among Pioneer alumni remains strong despite time and distance because of the special experiences we shared 
on the paper. Not all the times were happy or fun, but we were all in them together. We worked to create a product that served the entire campus 
body.	We	were	proud	of	our	individual	achievements	but	also	realized	it	was	a	team	effort.

COURTESY OF DEBBIE DE LOUISE

COURTESY OF DEBBIE DE LOUISE
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By Grace Oshin 
Staff	Writer

Liberty on the Rise, 
YAL Chapter Welcomed

	 “What	pissed	you	off	today?”
 That’s the kind of question representatives from Young Ameri-
cans	for	Liberty,	a	national	organization,	will	be	asking	students	during	
their	first	Liberty	Dinner	Wednesday,	Sept.	28,	at	7:30	p.m.in	the	Great	
Hall. 
 According to Pooja Bachani, the chapter president and found-
ing member of the new club, YAL received approval (on a probationary 
basis, which is mandatory by Post programming for all new clubs on 
campus) from the school’s former programming specialist, Cheyenne 
Oberther	(who	resigned	over	the	summer),	on	June	16,	establishing	it	
as	an	official	club	on	campus.	
	 “I	had	this	great	conversation	with	Cliff	Maloney	[CEO	of	YAL],	
Ty	Hicks	[National	Field	Director	of	YAL],	and	CJ	Simpson	[Former	
Director	of	Free	speech]	who	told	me	about	starting	a	YAL	chapter	at	
Post,”	Bachani	said.	“I	loved	the	idea,	and	so	this	is	YAL.	We	believe	in	
free speech. All I want to do is promote a space for the students, by the 
students,	to	come	together	as	a	community	and	just	talk.”
	 Despite	its	new	status,	the	group	attracted	66	new	members	
during the Campus Involvement Fair on Sept. 8. 
	 Domonique	Edwards,	a	junior	business	major,	is	one	of	the	66	
students	who	signed	up.	“The	giant	beach	ball	made	me	curious,”	Ed-
wards	said.	“It	made	me	want	to	find	out	more	about	YAL.	I’m	joining	
because I have a lot to say, and this is a great platform to allow me to 
speak	my	mind.”
	 According	to	the	YAL	organization	website,	it	was	founded	in	
2008,	and	is	one	of	the	fastest-growing	pro-liberty	organizations	on	
America’s	college	campuses.	A	flyer,	handed	out	by	group	members	
during the fair, said, “What are we about? Freedom! Liberty! Free 
Speech!	Toleration!”	
	 Bachani,	who	will	be	graduating	in	May	2017	with	a	masters	
degree in adolescent education in English, is motivated to educate her 
community on the importance of free speech. 
	 “What	does	it	mean	to	have	free	speech	on	a	campus?”	Bachani	
said. “I’m going to be honest, I didn’t know about this until I sought to 
learn it, and that, in turn, is what I would like to do for my community. 
How can we talk about it, if we don’t know what it means? How can we 
create a discussion about it in a community, without knowing what the 
community	thinks?”
	 LIU	Post	is	now	among	700	YAL	chapters	across	campuses	na-
tionwide that are focused on promoting and protecting free speech on 
campuses. “Roughly 93 percent of schools maintain unconstitutional 
speech	codes,”	according	to	Katie	Barrows,	communications	director	of	
FIRE (Foundation for Individual Rights in Education). “Additionally, 
students are starting to demand censorship of ideas that make them 
uncomfortable, which has resulted in a campus climate that is very 
hostile	to	free	speech.”	Both	FIRE	and	YAL	are	ready	to	protect	college	
students.
 “From letters to lawsuits, FIRE defends student and faculty 
members	when	their	rights	have	been	violated,”	Barrows	said.	“FIRE	
also rates campus policies on how well they protect free speech and 
works with students, faculty members, and administrators to reform 
speech	codes.”
 Students, like Kylie Garret, a junior broadcasting major, under-
stand	the	importance	of	having	an	organization	such	as	YAL	on	cam-
pus. “Students should always have the ability to voice their opinions 
openly	and	freely,”	Garett	said.	“College	is	a	marketplace	for	ideas,	so	
administration shouldn’t try to censor what we say. I’m glad there’s an 
organization	on	campus	ready	to	reform	speech	codes	if	necessary.”
 Other students like Fatima Coleman, a freshman criminal jus-
tice major, wonder if having a free speech club will leave room for hate 

speech.
“I would love to join this club, but what if people say discriminatory 
or	hurtful	things	during	the	meetings?	I	know	the	first	amendment	
protects  hate speech, so wouldn’t a free speech club have to do 
the	same?”
 Bachani understands students’ concerns about being in such an 

Continued on page 8

GRACE OSHIN

Pooja Bachani, founding member  
and President of the YAL chapter on campus

Kylie Garett holding up a handout sheet from the Student Involvement Fair
GRACE OSHIN
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open environment. 
 “One thing that is asked of mem-
bers and students entering the Liberty 
Dinner	is	to	be	respectful,”	Bachani	said.	
“Inherent in the tenant of free speech is 
acknowledging that there is a variety to 
free speech, and there is no limitation. 
Hate is not welcome, however you have 
the right to express your feelings, and I 
have no right to tell you not to because 
that would contradict my stance on free 
speech.”	
 Bachani encourages students to 
join. “Free speech matters because it will 
affect	you	for	the	rest	of	your	life.”
 Students who join YAL can 
expect monthly Liberty Dinners—free 
food in exchange for your thoughts on 
freedom,	film	screenings,	guest	Lectures,	

conferences, and opportunities for lead-
ership & national internships. 
 YAL stresses that members are 
not obligated to come to every meeting, 
and will have a lot of opportunity for 
growth through leadership opportunities 
within	the	organization.	
 “It’s not obligatory, Bachani 
said. “You can come whenever you want. 
This is not meant to be a strain on your 
schedule.	So,	what	pissed	you	off	today?	
Let me give you some food, and let’s talk 
about	it.”	
 For more information about 
YAL, you can contact Bachani directly at 
Pooja.Bachani@my.liu.edu, or you can 
visit the chapter website using this link: 
http://www.yaliberty.org/chapters/
long-island-university-c-w-post-campus

Liberty on the Rise,  YAL Chapter Welcomed continued from page 7

Pioneer Memories continued from page 7

the opportunity for friendships and 
extracurricular experiences such 
as those I gained from the Pioneer, 
cannot be duplicated. I look back 
on those days and the person I once 
was	and	realize	how	much	my	par-
ticipation at the paper made a dif-
ference in my life. I am also happy 
that, as the 
 Internet and social media 
have developed ways of staying in 
touch, I have been able to recon-
nect with some of my fellow Pio-
neer friends. Over the summer, I 
did a book signing at the Levittown 
Library and was pleasantly sur-
prised when Mike Gannon, a previ-
ous Sports Editor on the Pioneer, 
dropped by. He saw my Facebook 
post about the event and wanted to 
surprise me. It was the highlight of 
my day. 
 I believe the bond formed 
among Pioneer alumni remains 
strong despite time and distance 
because of the special experiences 
we shared on the paper. Not all 
the times were happy or fun, but 
we were all in them together. We 
worked to create a product that 
served the entire campus body. 
We were proud of our individual 
achievements	but	also	realized	it	
was a team effort.

COURTESY OF POOJA BUCHANI

Chris Sanicola, founding member  
and President of the NCC chapter

COURTESY OF DEBBIE DE LOUISE

Members	of	the	late	‘80s	Pioneer	staff		working	hard	to	get	the	week’s	issue	out
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By Julia Greco
Staff	Writer

Mary Lai’s 70th Anniversary at LIU

	 Since	April	1946,	a	woman	with	a	com-
mitment and love for higher education has 
played	an	active	role	in	the	affairs	of	Long	Is-
land University, from negotiating the purchase 
of	the	C.W.	Post	campus	in	1947	to	becoming	
the	university’s	first	Chief	Financial	Officer.	
 She is referred to as the 
“Mother	of	the	University”	by	
former University President Da-
vid Steinberg. Her dominance in 
LIU	affairs	still	holds	today,	as	she	
celebrates	70	years	with	the	Uni-
versity. This woman is Mary Lai.
    From the start of Lai’s long 
career at Long Island University, 
she has proven her commitment, 
hard work ethic, and extreme care 
for the University. Her years at LIU 
began with her decision to attend 
the LIU Brooklyn campus for col-
lege in the fall of 1938. “I was on a 
scholarship at Long Island Univer-
sity, when scholarships were only 
based	on	merit,”	Lai	said.	At	that	
time, scholarships were only given 
to the top students, she explained.
  Although Mrs. Lai had 
received scholarships to other col-
leges such as New York University, 
Long Island University was the col-
lege for her. She chose LIU because 
it started in September, unlike 
the other colleges that started in 
January. In addition, Long Island 
University	offered	classes	in	the	
summer, making it ideal for her.
 Shortly after her gradua-
tion from college, Mrs. Lai began 
to learn about public accounting. 
In many of her jobs, she was the 
only	woman	in	the	office.	“When	I	
went	to	IBM	school	in	1960,	there	
were	54	people	from	higher	educa-
tion	and	I	was	the	only	woman,”	
she said. However, this didn’t deter 
her. “Being the only woman didn’t 
bother me because I was doing my 
job.”
   Esther Cho, senior director of the LIU 
IT	program	management	office	(PMO),	said	
that Mrs. Lai is an inspiration for women. She 
admires her for everything she has accom-
plished, including caring for her children.
 “Mrs. Lai embodies what is possible 
for all women who put their minds to it and 
she inspires me to try harder every day and to 
make	every	moment	count,”	Cho	said.	
 Mrs. Lai opened the doors for women 
who came after her, including Dr. Kimberly 
Cline, the current President of Long Island 

University,	who	is	the	university’s	first	female	
president.
		 	In	March	1946,	Mrs.	Lai	was	offered	a	
position	at	LIU.	She	explained	that,	“At	first	I	
was hesitant to take the job as bursar, because 
I	learned	so	much	in	public	accounting.”	But	

she	felt	that	“[she]	owed	the	university	some-
thing	for	having	had	a	scholarship	and	[she	
will]	help	[them]	out,	and	come	for	a	year.”	
And just like that, the empire of Mary Lai at 
LIU began.
		 “I	put	so	much	of	myself	in	that	[first]	
year.	We	went	from	800	students	to	5,000	in	
one year…. I got so involved in it. I couldn’t 
give	it	up…	LIU	became	my	baby,”	she	said.
 Peggy Riggs, the university’s academic 
budget	affairs	officer,	said	that	“her	intelli-
gence has always been present in her life and 
she used it to improve other people’s lives, 

especially	the	lives	at	LIU.”	
 Mrs. Lai explained that, “necessity is 
the	mother	of	invention.	I	would	find	ways	
that	would	save	[the	university]	money,	[in-
cluding]	getting	loans	at	inexpensive	rates.”
  Mrs. Lai dedicated so much of her time 

to LIU that she says, “there isn’t a 
piece of paper here that isn’t mine; 
there isn’t any procedure that isn’t 
mine.”	She	helped	sculpt	the	LIU	
that is known today. Mrs. Lai ex-
plained that, “having been a student 
at LIU, I wanted it to be a better 
place, so I was working hard to make 
it	better.”	Riggs	agrees.	“The	first	
word that would come to my mind 
would be dedicated. She’s dedicated 
to	LIU,”	Riggs	said.
   Mrs. Lai said that her favorite 
part	of	LIU	is	“[getting	to]	see	the	
students when they graduate. They 
mature in those four years and it’s 
wonderful to see. The parents are so 
happy	and	it’s	such	a	happy	time.”
 Lai has even attended freshmen 
registration. “I always worked at 
registration because I would be able 
to meet the students as they came 
in,”	she	said.	She	explained	that	“the	
work we do is to help the student 
achieve their goal and the student’s 
goal	is	graduation.”
  Mrs. Lai has mentored and 
helped so many LIU administrators. 
“Mrs.	Lai	built	relationships,”	Cho	
said. “It wasn’t about the project all 
the time...She built relationships 
across	the	university.”	
 Linda Noyes, associate control-
ler for compensation operation and 
Tax Compliance, said, “If I needed 
any information on anything, she 
was the source. She helped me get 
a better understanding of how LIU 
worked and because of this initial 
relationship she has always been 
very kind to me during my eleven 

years	here.”
  Mrs. Lai has received numerous 
awards and she is the founder of the National 
Association of College and University Business 
Officers.	She	has	paved	the	way	for	LIU	stu-
dents	for	the	past	70	years.	Into	her	90’s,	she	
continues to contribute to the university in so 
many ways.
 
Thank you, Mary Lai.

JULIA GRECO

Mary	Lai	has	worked	at	the	university	for	over	70	years
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By Thomas Gillen
Arts & Entertainment Editor

SAL Gallery Showcases Summer Work

 Over the summer from 
Aug.	15-26,	11	students	took	
part in a class called Figure 
Painting with Mixed Media 
taught by Professor Seung Lee, 
director of fine arts. Their work 
was showcased at the SAL Gal-
lery, located on the first floor of 
the	B.	Davis	Schwartz	Memorial	
Library	from	Sept.	6-10,	and	
Sept.	13-17.	
 Lee has been teaching the 
summer class for eight years. 
Nancy	Noskewicz,	a	Studio	Art	
major in the second year of her 
Master’s program, who took the 
course, explained its focus. 
 “During Seung Lee’s class 
we had the opportunity to create 
figure-drawing artworks focus-
ing	on	the	use	of	mixed	media,”	
she said. “In a typical figure 
drawing class we would only use 
charcoal or pencil as our me-
dium. For a mixed media figure 
drawing class, we were able to 
bring in any materials or objects 
we wanted to experiment with.
	 Noskewicz	continued,	

“Every class consisted of warm 
up gesture drawings with a live 
model, which then moved into 
a ‘long pose’ where the model 
would hold one pose for the ma-
jority of the class. It was a great 
experience being able to have 
that extended time with a live 
model	for	two	straight	weeks.”
 Lee treats summer class-
es as if they are “artist residency 
programs.”	He	said	that	most	
students had an easier time fo-
cusing in his class because they 
were only enrolled in one class. 
Noskewicz	decided	to	take	the	
class because it was a require-
ment for her program.
 However, “once I found 
out that Seung was teaching the 
class,	I	was	ecstatic,”	she	said.	
“Seung has been a mentor to 
me since I started here at LIU 
Post	in	2012.	He	creates	such	
a relaxed and inviting envi-
ronment in his classes and he 
makes everyone feel confident 
and ready to learn or improve 
their skills. It is part of an art 

class to have a critique, but I 
have	never	felt	criticized	or	put	
down by Seung’s critiques. He 
has a way of critiquing and giv-
ing suggestions without making 
you feel defeated. Unfortunate-
ly, I cannot say the same for all 
art professors that I have come 
across.”
	 Noskewicz	believes	that	
all students should take at least 
one art class while in college. 
“Most students that are not art 
majors are intimidated to go 
out	of	their	comfort	zone	and	
just	take	a	class,”	she	said.	“It	
can be frightening to put your 
artwork on a wall and have 
everyone critique you if you are 
not confident in your ability or 
artistic style. You are forced to 
be vulnerable and show your 
personality and expression in a 
different way. It can make you 
see the world in a different way, 
and you may even learn new 
things about yourself through-
out	the	class.”
 Lee is teaching Intro-

duction to Basic Drawing, Life 
Drawing	1,	and	Life	Drawing	2	
this semester. His recent work 
is presented in Rockville Centre 
at	the	Demouzy	Contemporary	
Gallery and will be open from 
Sept.	10	to	Oct.	17.	
	 “ROOTS”	A	Solo	Art	
Exhibit on the artwork of Seung 
Lee, focuses on paintings about 
nature.	“I	have	spent	[the]	last	
4	summers	at	the	Haslla	Art	
World at an International Art-
ist Residency, which is located 
near a beautiful ocean and set 
of	mountains	in	eastern	Korea,”	
Lee said. “Staying and creating 
art at the Haslla Art World has 
made me appreciate nature in a 
different way and inspired me 
to create these latest body of 
paintings.”
 The students’ work from 
Lee’s summer class are located 
at the SAL Gallery on the first 
floor	of	the	B.	Davis	Schwartz	
Memorial Library. It was exhib-
ited	from	Sept.	6-10,	and	Sept.	
13-17	from	5-8	p.m.

ADELA RAMOS

Lee	Seung	(left)	at	his	exhibition	“ROOTS,”	presented	at	the	Rockville	Center	
Demouzy	Contemporary	Gallery
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By Thomas Gillen
Arts & Entertainment Editor

WCWP Hosts Two Benefit Concerts

 The Hillwood Recital Hall will host 
two	benefit	concerts	this	fall.	The	first,	a	Musi-
cians Without Borders event on Friday, Sept. 
23,	followed	by	Concert	Across	America	to	End	
Gun	Violence	on	Saturday,	Sept.	25.	Musicians	
from the New York area, including The Circuit 
and David Bennett Cohen, will be playing at the 
Concert Across America to End Gun Violence, 
while musicians from all around the world will be 
playing in Musicians 
Without Borders.  
 Those acts in-
clude Pugwash from 
Dublin, Joe Rock 
and the Allstars from 
Long Island, Ann and 
Bones from Berlin, 
and Milo Saidl from 
the	Czech	Republic.		
WCWP and Word of 
Mouth Studios will 
present both concerts. 
 “The goal 
of Word of Mouth 
Studios, and founder 
and president Tony 
Traguardo, is to pro-
vide libraries, edu-
cational institutions, 
and cultural venues 
access to a diverse 
range of high qual-
ity performers, pro-
grams, and products 
for	reasonable	fees,”	
according to www.
wordofmouthstudios.
com.
 The concert 
Musicians Without 
Borders will transpire 
on	Friday,	Sept.	23,	at	
7	p.m.,	and	the	Con-
cert Across America 
to End Gun Violence 
will happen on Sun-
day	Sept.	25,	at	7:30	
p.m. Both concerts 
hope to address the 
issue of gun violence 
as part of the dialogue 
in this presidential 
election year, according to Adam Schanke, the 
bass player for the Circuit, performing on Sept. 
23.
 Schanke spoke about how his band came 
to be involved in this concert. “I was seriously 
overwhelmed at the amount of gun violence we 
saw	earlier	this	summer,”	he	said.	“I	reached	out	
to my friend Tony Traguardo, the president and 
founder of Word of Mouth Studios, and told him 

I really wanted to do something. I had read about 
the Concert Across America to End Gun Violence 
and	suggested	we	organize	a	local	show.	Tony	
and Word of Mouth Productions were able to 
secure	the	Hillwood	Recital	Hall.”
 Schanke added, “Tony brought in the 
Mirage Band as well as David Bennett Cohen. 
I reached out to my band mates as well as my 
longtime friend (and fellow Freeport High 

School Class of ‘83 alumnus) Darryl Kendrick, 
who, along with his wife Joyce, have a great local 
Motown group, Sugar and Spice Band. Everyone 
involved	recognized	the	importance	of	the	mes-
sage behind this national concert and agreed to 
donate their time. After some brainstorming we 
decided that all of the net proceeds of our event 
would be donated to The Coalition to Stop Gun 
Violence,	which	is	a	is	a	non-profit	organization	

whose platform is ‘to secure freedom from gun 
violence through research, strategic engagement 
and	effective	policy	advocacy.’	We	wanted	to	con-
tribute to a group that was proactively addressing 
the	issue	of	gun	violence	in	America.”
 Schanke is also aware that the concert 
may not have a profound impact on ending gun 
violence but is happy to address the issue in any 
way he can. 

“I think there are 
certain artists who 
can become major 
[spokespeople]	to	
end gun violence but 
those artists have a 
national platform 
and	a	large	fan	base,”	
Schanke said. “I am 
proud that my band 
mates and the other 
performers are will-
ing to commit their 
energy to this show. 
We are doing what 
we can on our level 
to contribute to end-
ing	gun	violence”
 Tony Traguardo, 
a producer of both 
concerts and the 
founder and Presi-
dent of Word of 
Mouth Studios, is 
a graduate of C.W. 
Post. He explained 
that Musicians 
Without Borders was 
booked at the Tilles 
Center because of his 
friendship with Dan 
Cox, the Director of 
WCWP, also a Post 
graduate. Traguargo 
and Cox have known 
each other since the 
early	‘80s	when	they	
attended college and 
worked at the radio 
station together.   
 With the help of 
the University and 
the Tilles Center, 

which oversees the Hillwood Recital Hall, WCWP 
and Word of Mouth Studios have produced other 
shows together.
  “Surprisingly, a date was available at the 
Recital	Hall	that	worked	for	everyone,”	Tra-
guardo said. “You could say that the stars were 
in alignment! Louis LaRocca has taken the ball 
and run with this, and his crew and the folks who 
work with Musicians Without Borders are solely 

The Pioneer 

WINIFRED BOYDWINIFRED BOYD

WINIFRED BOYD



ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 13September 21, 2016

By Katherine Tavarez 
Staff Writer

Peppa Pig’s Big Splash Visits Post

responsible for the great acts that will take the 
stage	at	that	show.”
 Traguardo added, “While a producer 
never usually wants to do two charity events 
back	to	back,	the	date	for	the	Sept.	25	event	was	
written in stone, because it is set to coincide with 
the national ‘Concert Across America to End Gun 
Violence’ concert. This show came about when 
my dear friend, Adam Schanke of The Circuit, 
reached out to me to ask if I could help him and 
his friend Darryl Kendrick of the Sugar and Spice 
Band,	put	a	local	benefit	concert	together	on	that	
day,”	
 The Concert Across America to End Gun 
Violence	is	a	benefit	concert	put	on	across	the	
United States to raise awareness  to the issue of 
gun violence. 
 “It was simple to get a few more acts to 
round things out, including my own duo, Mi-
rage Project, on the bill, since the cause is one 
that everyone participating in the show strongly 
supports,”	Traguardo	said.	In	fact,	David	Ben-
nett Cohen has been active in the peace move-
ment	since	the	early	1960s,	and	he’s	delighted	to	
be on the bill. Once again, the Hillwood Recital 
Hall happened to be available, and since some 
of the equipment would already be in place from 
the event on Friday, it would reduce some of the 
efforts	that	go	into	putting	a	show	like	this	togeth-
er.”
 Musicians have a unique platform to 
bring issues such as gun violence to prominence. 
“Whether your band is on the way up and try-
ing to ‘make it,’ you play as a part-time hobby, 
or you are in the most famous band in the world, 
performing	at	a	benefit	show	is	a	way	of	using	
your talent to give something back to your com-

munity,”	Traguero	said.	“Since	The	Concert	for	
the People of Bangladesh, put together by George 
Harrison	in	1971,	musical	performances	have	
been seen as a potential way to call attention to, 
and	raise	money	for,	an	important	cause.”
 Traguero continued, “Being on stage gives 
someone,	literally	and	figuratively,	a	platform	
from which they can declare, either verbally or 
through the simple fact that they are on the bill 
of the event, their support. It’s empowering. And 
audience	members	who	attend	a	benefit	show,	
feeling empowered themselves by the music, will 

often go out and get the word out about the cause 
and	possibly	get	involved	themselves.”
 Tickets for Musicians Without Borders 
can be purchased as www.eventsfy.com, while 
tickets for the Concert Across America to End 
Gun Violence can be purchased at www.brown-
papertickets.com. General admission for Musi-
cians	Without	Borders	is	$35,	while	tickets	for	the	
Concert Across America to End Gun Violence is 
$10.	All	proceeds	for	the	Concert	Across	America	
to End Gun Violence will go to The Coalition to 
Stop Gun Violence.

 One of the most adored British pre-
school television shows, Peppa Pig, has hit the 
road	for	its	first	U.S	theatrical	tour,	set	to	visit	
23	cities	on	the	East	Coast.	On	Wednesday,	
Sept.14,	Peppa	Pig’s	Big	Splash	held	a	perfor-
mance at the Tilles Center.
 Peppa Pig has become one of the most 
cherished characters by preschoolers. The 
unique performance gives fans the ultimate ex-
perience, from getting out of their seats, singing 
songs and dancing in muddy puddles. Accord-
ing to William Biddle, executive director of 
Tilles Center, “Peppa Pig was an event selected 
to family audiences and was attended by many 
children, parents, and grandparents. We are 
always happy to welcome the community to our 
vibrant	campus.”

 Hundreds of people gathered after work 
to bring their preschoolers and toddlers to 
watch Peppa Pig perform. As parents arrived, 
they had the options of either going towards the 
“party	pass”	booth,	where	they	could	get	little	
Peppa Pigs and swirling lights, or head towards 
the food stations. 
 The event was almost sold out, with the 
only available seats located on the far top left 
and the far top right of the theater.
According	to	Madeline	Diaz,	a	guest	in	atten-
dance at the show and a parent of two pre-
schoolers, Amarie and Mikayla, the Peppa Pig 
show	was	an	amazing	experience.	
	 “The	staff	was	great,	they	helped	me	
find	my	seat	and	most	of	all	directed	me	to	the	
party pass check-in which my children loved, 

I’m super glad I was able to bring them to enjoy 
the	show,”	she	said.
	 “The	Tilles	Center	hosts	more	than	70	
performances by world-renowned artists in 
music,	theater	and	dance	each	season,”	said	
Jennifer Carpenter Low, director of operations. 
The Tilles Center is Long Island’s Premier 
location for performing arts. It’s a place where 
students and fellow members from the com-
munity can gather and celebrate performances 
occurring right in their neighborhood. 
 Tickets for performances at the Tilles 
Center are available for full-time students start-
ing	at	$15	with	LIU	ID.	For	a	full	list	of	upcom-
ing performances, go to http://tilescenter.org/
events.

WINIFRED BOYD
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Hypnotizing Hillwood
“Hypnotist	takes	control	of	Hillwood.”

‘Continuous Environment’ at Film Fest
“New	technology	takes	hold	of	film	festival.”

	 	In	these	images,	readers	will	find	a	chronicle	of	
arts and entertainment events that have been chroni-
cled	by	the	Pioneer	during	its	60-year	history	on	cam-
pus. The Pioneer has assisted readers in discovering 
what students thought of classic works, and how a co-
median managed to insult an entire freshmen class, 
among many other things. I am proud to continue the 
tradition	of	covering	another	year	of	arts	on	and	off	
campus, to provide students with information about 
music,	film	theater,	and	more,	in	addition	to	news	and	
sports, and look forward to seeing what the future holds 
for LIU Post and The Pioneer. 

By Thomas Gillen
Arts & Entertainment Editor
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Orientation Humor
“Comedian and ventriloquist make no impression during freshmen orientation.”

Old Issues
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By Harry Pearse 
Staff Writer

 We are back. And I am not 
sure about you guys, but I was 
bloody excited to get back in a 
classroom and study some good ol’ 
academia. Well, not the homework 
and the long hours of studying 
before	midterms	and	finals.	Nor	
the anxiety episodes of thinking 
about reading a thousand pages 
and writing a review in two days,  
especially with the nostalgia of 
having	your	shirt	off,	hands	behind	
your head, soaking up a tan on the 
dreamy beaches of Mexico (or, for 
me, Long Beach). 
 However, the excitement 
of being challenged, of putting the 
skepticism about the presidential 
debate into scholastic satisfaction. 
We	might		even		let	a	well-qualified	
professor change our close-minded 
minds just once…now, even at LIU 
Brooklyn.
 Although my summer was 
filled	with	work.	By	‘work’,	I	mean	
that I coached soccer to kids, every 
day, in the scorching sun, and 
partied it up with my fellow free 

folk  in Manhattan. Academically, 
I didn’t reach targets I wanted to 
reach. For example, I wanted to 
read Hegel’s essays on aesthetics; I 
wanted to learn the guitar, at least 
a few more chords than I already 
know; I also wanted to read Rene 
Descartes’s meditations. But I 
never seemed to have enough time, 
which, in hindsight, is completely 
bizarre	to	me.	
 On the other hand, I pre-
sume that most of you may agree 
with me on this one. We spend 
so much time mentally as well as 
physically concentrated on getting 
amazing	grades	during	the	school	
year that we deplete our peda-
gogic	fire,	that	burning	desire	to	
learn more. (Well, maybe only for 
some of us) So, when the summer 
comes, we say “to hell with it. I’m 
going to forget school and those 
absurdly overpriced books and fo-
cus on having an absolute ball over 
the	summer!”	
 This is incredibly impor-
tant.We all need to de-stress, relax, 

or chillax away from the frighten-
ing, manic and dogmatic period of 
the semesters. 
 A wanderlustful guru, 
who I  proudly call one of my 
best friends, Seb Baxter, an MBA 
graduate student, said, “just follow 
the free love freeway and see where 
life	takes	you.”	I	remember	the	
moment that he said this clearly. It 
was a beautiful, and rare summer’s 
day in the chic, stylish and gor-
geous city of Gothenburg, Sweden, 
overlooking Poseidon himself… are 
you there? Great. Because when he 
spoke those words of autonomy to 
me, I grabbed it with both hands!
 I bet most of you are think-
ing that this glorious story, which 
I am sure you are all very excited 
about, ends and then school start-
ed. But, in fact, that’s not how it 
finishes,	because	it	hasn’t	finished	
yet. 
 Why do we all dread the 
start of the new semester? We 
shouldn’t. I  have approached this 
semester with open arms and with 

a hungry mind looking to gobble 
up any information I can. College 
isn’t a burden. It’s a time of pure 
opening and enlightenment  —if you 
allow it to be, of course. 
 I am studying metaphysics 
this semester, the study of every-
thing. Are you kidding me? I am 
going to get answers about ques-
tions that keep me awake at night, 
questions like “who am I? What is 
it	to	Be?”	This	really	does	“get	my	
juices	flowing,”	as	my	coach	would	
put it. 
 So please, fellow col-
leagues, take every opportunity 
that this semester presents. Do 
your work to the best of your abili-
ties. Turn up to your classes (prob-
ably	with	a	large	coffee),	ready	to	
open your mind to the endless and 
infinite	things	you	may	learn.	As	
Aristotle once said, “the roots of 
education are bitter, but the fruits 
are	sweet.”	Let’s	go	and	have	great	
semester,	and	suffer	through	all	
the hardships, to then reap the 
rewards of knowledge. Good luck.

ADVERTISEMENT
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 The fall semester has just 
begun	and	the	university	is	fill-
ing up with new and returning 
students. Campus is coming back 
to life and the student counsellor 
services are in full swing. Ma-
jors, minors and classes have to 
be decided. Regardless if you are 
a freshman or a senior, you are 
faced with the choice of learning 
something you have inclination 
towards, or something new. Excel 
in one area or explore a new. 
 Student athletes are faced 
with similar questions. A soccer 
player might ask him- or herself: 
“Should I train my weaker foot 
to become all-round so I can play 
in more positions, or improve 
my already decent foot so that I 
can score on free kicks and win 
us the game? Should I work on 
my	strengths	or	my	weaknesses?”	
Become a specialist or a generalist. 
The	dilemma	goes	across	all	fields	
of personal development and is 
therefore present at many deci-
sive moments in life. So what path 
should you choose? 
	 The	obvious	first	answer	is	
that the best option would be to be 
a specialist in many things. Un-
fortunately, the era of polymaths 

are moving further and further 
away.	The	term,	often	personalized	
through da Vinci, refers to schol-
ars during the Renaissance and 
Enlightenment becoming experts 
in	multiple	scientific	and	cultural	
fields.	Without	depreciating	their	
performance, this was likely made 
possibly due to the fact the many 
areas were in their infancy then, 
and that few people received any 
form of education.
 Today, the situation is very 
different.	Due	to	the	industrial	rev-
olution, where the division of la-
bour and assembly line was intro-
duced,	people	started	to	specialize	
at	work.	The	efficiency	increased	
as	the	number	of	different	tasks	
decreased	and	industrialized	soci-
eties grew, both economically and 
in	complexity.	With	globalization	
nothing suggests the trend will 
change, on the contrary, the global 
competition makes companies 
split the value chain into smaller 
and smaller pieces, and regarding 
people, pushes the demand for 
specialization	at	younger	age	and	
higher education. 
 Marketing and corporate 
strategy is on the same track, 
stressing	that	differentiating	your	

business	and	finding	a	niche	is	
fatally important in order to re-
ceive competitive advantage. And 
even though the term threshold 
capabilities is used—meaning you 
just need a certain level of skill to 
compete in some situations—being 
a specialist is the overall superior 
choice, at least when looking at the 
competitive situation, such as the 
job market. 
 In biology, the generalists 
and specialists are viewed more 
equally. Being a generalist spe-
cies means that you can survive 
in	many	different	conditions	and	
you can respond much better to a 
change in the environment or cri-
sis than the specialist species. And 
as the world is constantly changing 
environment thanks to digitalisa-
tion, disruptive technologies, and 
crisis, maybe being the less risky 
generalist isn’t that bad after all. 
 For example, if an eco-
nomic crisis struck, it would be 
valuable to have basic knowledge 
of building houses, sewing and 
farming, skills that was common 
just a few generations back. 
 So far, generalist and 
specialist have been judged only in 
matter	of	evolutionary	fitness	or	

success on a market, which is per-
haps	easier	when	a	firm	or	an	ani-
mal is the object. When it comes to 
humans, other factors come into 
play. Marx meant that the division 
of labour, mentioned above, made 
people	“alienated”	and	depressed	
as	they	got	cut	off	from	the	whole	
production process and only did 
repetitive tasks. 
That kind of argument might be 
dismissed as out-dated consider-
ing that machines do many simple 
production tasks today, but it is 
relevant in the sense that we are 
all just doing a small part in large 
and complex machinery. Also, 
most people are curious and need 
different	sources	of	stimulation.	
 So, even though trying out 
new things might get you a bit 
down the road towards becoming 
a generalist, it might as well make 
you	find	that	area	to	specialize	in.	
And the somewhat ironic twist to 
the whole dilemma is that these 
terms are relative. It might actu-
ally be the choices of environment 
in which you decide to study, work 
and live that come to determine 
whether you are generalist or a 
specialist. 

By Ludvig Brisby Jeppsson
Staff Writer

Specialists and Generalists   
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By Michael Otero
Sports Editor

Field Hockey Firing on All Cylinders   

 “New	year,	new	team.”
 That’s what Head Coach 
Raenee Savin had to say about 
her	team’s	3-0	start	to	the	sea-
son with two of the three wins 
coming against top three ranked 
teams in Division II. 
 Before the start of the 
season, the Pioneers were slot-
ted	sixth	in	the	NE-10	Confer-
ence	coming	off	a	10-8	season.	
Opening	up	their	2016	cam-
paign, the Pioneers rolled over 
Bentley	University	3-0	thanks	to	
some stellar defense and preci-
sion from their sharpshooters. 
The Pioneers allowed a measly 
six shots all game while they 
converted three of their own 
and their goaltending stood 
strong. “We have depth at mid-
field,	our	defense	has	been	solid	
and our goaltending has been 
strong,”	said	Savin.	When	all	
four units: attacking, defense of-
fensive line and goaltending are 
in sync, the Pioneers are tough 
to beat. 
 Another team that is 
tough to beat is West Chester 
University of Pennsylvania. On 
their	home	field	for	the	first	
time, the Pioneers valiantly 
fought the favored No. 3 ranked 
Golden Rams and delivered 
the knockout punch; defeating 
them	5-2.	“We	have	a	tremen-
dous	amount	of	confidence	in	
each	other	and	that	extends	off	
the	field	as	well.	It’s	just	a	great	
group	of	girls	to	coach,”	said	
Savin.  
 In this matchup, the 
Pioneers were led by sophomore 
forward/midfielder	Emily	Miller	
who notched a hat trick. After 
Miller put the Pioneers up two 
goals early, their lead was cut in 
half. Later in the game, all three 
units seemed to be on the same 
page again as sophomore mid-
fielder/defender	Bailey	Martin	
made a humongous save to keep 
the led in LIU’s favor. Goals in 
the second half by Miller and 
sophomore	forward/midfielder	

Tarryn Morris locked up the 
Pioneer victory. 
	 The	Pioneer	offense	was	
stellar;	accumulating	14	shots,	
five	of	which	found	the	back	of	
the cage. On the other side, the 
Golden	Rams	were	suffocated	
by the Pioneer defense which 
allowed just six shots. For her 
performance during that match-
up,	Miller	earned	NE-10	Player	
of the Week honors. 
 Now, beating the No. 
3 ranked team in the country 
is special, but beating the No. 
3 and No. 1 ranked teams in 
back-to-back games is noth-
ing short of incredible. That’s 
exactly what the Pioneers did. 
The Green and Gold paid a visit 
to East Stoudsburg University, a 
team they have had success with 
in recent memory, and played a 
great all-around game. 
 “We’ve been successful 
against East Stroudsburg over 
the recent years. We were their 
toughest	game	last	year,”	said	
Savin.	In	2014,	they	beat	the	
Warriors	4-1,	but	last	season	
they lost a tight contest by a 
score	of	3-2.	So	they	play	the	
Warriors tough and this game 
would	be	no	different.	
 The lone goal of the 
contest came just after halftime 
from	senior	forward/midfielder	
Melissa Quintanilla. The Pio-
neers didn’t have many scoring 
opportunities in the match as 
they	were	outshot	16-3.	They	
bent but they did not break. Se-
nior goalie Ericka Parks played 
a pivotal role, saving four shots 
in earning her second shutout in 
three games. 
 Wins over the No. 3 and 
No. 1 ranked teams look good 
on a resume, but Savin has 
something bigger in store for 
her squad. “Our goal is to win 
the NCAA Tournament. Our 
seniors tasted success play-
ing	in	the	NCAA	finals	in	2013	
and	2014.	Now	they	wan	to	win	
it all. We are all motivated to 

make	this	happen.”	
 In addition to the Pio-
neers successful week, they also 
climbed the ranks of Division 
II teams as well. They now 
sit	at	No.	7	as	voted	on	by	the	
National Field Hockey Coaches 
Association.
	 The	Pioneers	offense	is	
playing at an incredible clip to 
start the season; scoring nine 
goals in three games for an 
average of three goals per con-
test which is good enough for 
third in all of Division II. Their 
defense has also pitched two 
shutouts in three contests and 
allowed just two goals. 
 If things keep going like 
this, Savin and Co. will keep 
climbing the ranks and not just 
be a threat to make the NCAA 
Tournament, but make some 
noise in the tournament. 

“We’ve been successful 
against East Stroudsburg 
over the recent years. We 
were their toughest game 
last year,” 
-Head Coach Savin

JAQCUELINE SCACCIA

Sophomore Bailey Martin with the ball
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By Michael Otero
Sports Editor

Football Flattens Stonehill; Wins 51-20 and Remains 
Undefeated  

 On	the	heels	of	two	fantastic	wins,	the		No.	7	ranked	Pioneers	
remained	undefeated	with	an	exciting	overtime	victory	against	NE-10	for	
Merrimack	College	on	Saturday,	Sept.	17.	
	 Even	though	the	first	half	was	a	scoreless	tie,	the	Pioneers	cer-
tainly had their chances. Of their nine shots on goal, all nine were turned 
away by Warriors’ freshman goalie Katharina Ohmen. The Pioneers 
re-grouped	and	got	their	first	tally	in	the	39th	minute	from	sophomore	
forward	Kaycee	Zelkovsky	which	put	the	Pioneers	up	1-0.	
	 That	good	feeling	lasted	about	15	minutes	for	the	Pioneers	as	the	
Warriors	even	up	the	game	in	the	56th	minute	off	a	scramble	in	front	of	
the cage. Even though the Pioneers dominated, the pace of the game, 
 
 
 
 

 they were headed to overtime and facing settling for a draw. To put in 
perspective how much the Pioneers controlled this game; they owned a 
20	shot	advantage.	
 With just under two minutes left in the overtime session, sopho-
more	forward/midfielder	Emily	Miller	ended	the	match	and	sent	the	
Pioneers	home	happy	with	a	shot	that	whizzed	past	Ohmen	for	the	
game-winner. This seems to be a theme for Miller who has scored three 
game-winners this season in only four matches. 
	 Head	Coach	Raenee	Savin	and	her	Pioneers	return	to	the	field	
Wednesday,	Sept.	21,	when	they	return	home	to	battle	Assumption	Col-
lege	in	another	NE-10	tilt.	Game	time	is	scheduled	for	4	p.m.	

By Michael Otero
Sports Editor

Field Hockey Firing on All Cylinders   

 Led by seven, count ‘em, seven 
touchdowns, the Pioneers stomped over 
Stonehill	College	51-20	in	an	NE-10	
battle at W.B. Mason Stadium in Easton, 
Mass.	on	Saturday,	Sept.	17.	
	 The	first	half	was	a	classic	back	
and forth battle with both sides trading 
blows. After the Pioneers marched down 
the	field,	gaining	a	touchdown	less	than	
five	minutes	into	the	game,	the	Skyhawks	
reciprocated with a touchdown of their 
own	to	take	a	7-6	lead.	After	sophomore	
kicker	Joey	Tolgyesi	connected	on	a	28	
yard	field	goal	to	put	the	Pioneers	up	9-7,	
the Skyhawks put another seven spot 
on	the	board	to	take	a	14-9	lead.	The	10	
play	86	yard	drive,	generated	by	junior	
signal	caller	Matt	Foltz,	ended	with	a	six	
yard strike to sophomore halfback Mike 
Cordova. 
 The Pioneers responded quickly. 
After	senior	quarterback	Jeff	Kidd	
brought the team to the enemy two yard 
line	on	a	70	yard	keeper,	red-shirt	sopho-
more tailback Malik Pierre pounded it in 
to	finish	off	the	drive	that	took	all	of	59	
seconds	to	regain	the	lead	at	16-14.	
	 After	a	Skyhawk	field	goal	put	
them	ahead	17-16,	the	Pioneers	went	full	
throttle.	At	midfield	with	less	than	three	
minutes left in the half, Kidd hooked up 
with	red-shirt	wideout	Kyle	Ward	on	a	49	

yard	pass	that	gave	the	Pioneers	a	23-17	
lead going into intermission. 
 The second half went exactly how 
the Pioneers drew it up. They outscored 
their	opponent	28-3	and	capped	off	their	
fantastic afternoon with a W. Ward and 
Pierre each added additional touchdowns 
in the second half while red-shirt senior 
receiver Shane Hubbard and senior 
halfback David White also got in on the 
action;	adding	scores	to	make	it	44-20	
and	then	51-20.	
Kidd	finished	the	day	with	309	yards	
passing and three touchdowns through 
the air and also added 98 yards and a 
score	on	the	ground.	White	finished	with	
64	yards	and	a	score.	In	the	receiving	
department,	Ward	went	for	over	100	and	
two scores while Hubbard totaled 98 
yards and a touchdown. 
 Defensively, the Pioneers were all 
over	the	field.	Red-shirt	junior	defensive	
back Jared Chester totaled 11 tackles 
while red-shirt defensive lineman An-
thony	DeNunzio	had	nine	tackles,	a	pair	
of	forced	fumbles	and	2.5	sacks.	
Head Coach Bryan Collins and his team 
will look to make it four straight wins 
to open the season when they welcome 
Bentley University to Bethpage Federal 
Credit Union Stadium in Brookville, N.Y. 
Kickoff	is	set	for	1	p.m.	

JACQUELINE SCACCIA
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By Michael Otero
Sports Editor

60 Years of Covering Sports  

	 For	60	years,	the	staff	of	The	Pioneer	has	worked	hard	to	keep	
the C.W. Post, now LIU Post, community informed. Athletics and sports 
have been a big part of the history of our campus and The Pioneer has 
covered	them	since	its	first	issue	on	Sept.	21,	1956.	In	those	60	years,	the	
number	of	athletic	teams	in	the	department	has	increased	significantly.		

 The Pioneer has not wavered from its goal of covering student 
athletes and their teams fully, fairly and accurately. These photos of 
sports coverage are from issues of The Pioneers through the decades, 
spanning	from	1956-1996.	
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Women’s Soccer Splits Pair 
of Home Games 

SPORTS

 In opening up East Coast Conference play, the Pioneers 
dropped	a	2-0	decision	to	the	University	of	Bridgeport	in	Brookville,	
N.Y.	on	Wednesday,	Sept.	14.	The	loss	drops	the	Pioneers	to	2-2-1	on	
the season while the Purple Knights prevailed and now sit at 3-1. 
 The match featured just seven total shots on goal and unfor-
tunately for the Pioneers, the Purple Knights converted on half their 
attempts.	In	the	11th	and	21st	minutes,	the	Purple	Knights	got	the	ball	
passed sophomore goalkeeper Hillevi Eklow and into the net for their 
two goals. 
 Because of inclement weather, the match was called in the 
74th	minute.	Head	Coach	Mark	Dawson	and	his	squad	returned	to	
the	pitch	on	Saturday,	Sept.	17,	when	they	hosted	Queens	College	in	
another ECC tilt from Pioneer Country. 
 Even though there was only one featured goal, the Pioneers 
came	out	on	top	thanks	to	sophomore	forward	Andrea	Huntzinger,	
who	connected	for	the	score	in	the	79th	minute.	The	go-ahead	and	
game-winning	goal	came	off	a	rebound	and	Huntzinger	didn’t	miss	
the opportunity.
 The Pioneers dominated the action for the match as well; out-
shooting the Knights at a 3:1 clip. In net, Eklow faced four shots and 
stopped all four of them to earn her second shutout of the season. 
The	Pioneers	are	back	in	action	on	Wednesday,	Sept.	21,	when	
they play Wilmington University from the Pioneer Soccer Park in 
Brookville, N.Y. The non-conference matchup is scheduled to start at 
4	p.m.	

Upcoming Schedule 

Results 

By Michael Otero  
Sports Editor

Field Hockey 
Wednesday,	Sept.	21	vs	Assumption	College	@	4	p.m.	
@ Bethpage Federal Credit Union Stadium 
Saturday,	Sept.	24	@	Stonehill	College	@	12	p.m.

Women’s Soccer 
Wednesday,	Sept.	21	vs	Wilmington	University	@	4	p.m.
@ Pioneer Soccer Park 
Saturday,	Sept.	24	vs	Merrimack	College	@	12	p.m.	
@ Pioneer Soccer Park 

Women’s Volleyball 
Thursday,	Sept.	22	@	University	of	New	Haven	@	7	p.m.	
Sunday,	Sept.	25	@	Southern	Connecticut	State	University	@	1	p.m.	

Football 
Saturday,	Sept.	24	vs	Bentley	University	@	1	p.m.	
@ Bethpage Federal Credit Union Stadium 

Men’s Soccer 
Saturday,	Sept.	24	vs	University	of	Bridgeport	@	2:30	p.m.	
@ Pioneer Soccer Park

Women’s Golf 
Saturday,	Sept.	24	@	Mount	Holyoke	Invitational	

Field Hockey 
Saturday,	Sept.	17	vs	Merrimack	College	
Won	2-1	(OT)

Women’s Soccer 
Wednesday,	Sept.	14	vs	University	of	Bridgeport	
Lost	2-0
Saturday,	Sept.	17	vs	Queens	College	
Won	1-0	

Women’s Volleyball 
Saturday,	Sept.	17	vs	Franklin	Pierce	University	
Lost	3-0	

Football 
Saturday,	Sept.	17	vs	Stonehill	College	
Won	51-20	

Men’s Soccer 
Wednesday,	Sept.	14	vs	Post	University	
Won	1-0	
Saturda,	Sept.	17	vs	Queens	College	
Won	2-0	

Women’s Tennis 
Saturday,	Sept.	17	vs	NYIT
Lost 8-1 

Women’s Cross Country 
Saturday,	Sept.	17	@	Monmouth	Invitational	
Finished 1 of 3 

Men’s Cross Country 
Saturday,	Sept.	17	@	Monmouth	Invitational	
Finished	2	of	2	JAQCUELINE SCACCIA


