
Volume 71, Issue 6	  www.liupostpioneer.com	 October 17, 2018

Homecoming King & Queen
Matt Goldstein and Olivia 
Kavanaugh were named 
Homecoming King & Queen  for 
Homecoming 2018.  pg 10

Freshmen Earn their Green Thumbs D.I.Y. Halloween Craft Dance Team Heads to Nationals
While many students were enjoying 
a day without classes on Friday, 
Oct. 5, nine freshmen got to work 
for the community.     pg  6

 This January, the dance team 
heads to Disney World for the 
UDA national championship.	      	
		        pg 16

This is a cute, quick craft to start 
the spooky season off. All you 
need is a spoon, tissues, an elastic 
and a pen. 	        pg 12

continued on page 10

BY JOSH TOLENTINO
STAFF WRITER

Homecoming 
Weekend 2018

continued on page 7

A controversial, anonymous 
student-written pamphlet titled, 
“Common Sense: Truth & Ethics, 
Accountability & Morals - Where 
have they gone?” appeared in 
various locations on campus, 
including the Little Theatre, 
Hillwood Commons, Pioneer 
newsstands in Humanities, and 
in the locker rooms in the Pratt 
Recreation Center in the days 
preceding Homecoming. 

The pamphlet, modeled 
after Thomas Paine’s 
“Common Sense” written in 
1775-76, lists grievances of the 
student body and demands for 
University President Kimberly 
Cline to make changes, or to step 
down. The Pioneer fact-checked 
the statements in the pamphlet.

Debunking 
‘Common Sense’

BY JUSTIN SIMON
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

BY JADA BUTLER
CO-EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Can You Hear the Students Sing?

continued on page 5

JADA BUTLER

“Common Sense” pamphlet

JADA BUTLER

The Post campus has been in 
uproar since the OneLIU 
announcement that the Post and 
Brooklyn sports teams would merge. 
Stacks of guerilla pamphlets were 
left on The Pioneer newsstands, in 
the Little Theatre, on cork boards 
in classroom buildings, and in other 
locations around the school. 

The pamphlets open with, “The 
student body is furious, and We will 
not longer fall into silent apathy.” 
They describe the feelings of certain 
students on multiple issues, 
including the promise coaches, 
alleged mold problems and depart-
ment mergers. The pamphlets 
demand change and end with, “The 
good students of LIU Post refuse to 
simply do nothing any longer.”  

The declaration was inspired 
by Thomas Paine, who helped ignite 
the American Revolution in his 
“Common Sense.”  Paine wrote a list 
of demands and encouraged 
independence from Great Britain. 
Similar to Paine, the pamphlets 
seem to imply a sort of coup d'etat. 
“Spread the word, make sure we’re 
heard, and dethrone Queen Kimmy 
NOW.” 

The rage of the students has 
not gone unnoticed by 
administrators. President Kimberly 
Cline stated, “Change is not easy, 
even change that is embraced by 
University best practices. I 
appreciate and respect debate and 
engaging conversation. What does 
not help the larger conversation are 
those who may have personal 
agendas and are comfortable 
disseminating inaccurate or 
negative information.” 

The president assured students 

that the administration is not trying 
to fight the student body and wants 
to address these issues civilly. 

Faculty members, too, have not 
been silent. “The faculty is coming 
together in a way that I haven’t seen 
in many years in opposition to the 
administration’s policies,” political 
science professor and president of 
the faculty union, Michael Soupios 
said. 

One of the main focuses in 
the pamphlet was Cline’s salary of 
“around $800,000 per year.” 
Despite there being no 
correlation between the cuts and 
alleged deficit and Cline’s 
earnings, the anger stems from a 
lack of knowing. “When you got a 
problem, you have a huge budget 
hole in your operations, and you 
refuse to acknowledge that, that’s 
the problem,” Soupios said. “She’s 
being paid and she’s not doing the 
job. There is a problem when you’re 
getting paid and conducting yourself 
like a tyrant, that’s the problem.” 

JOSH TOLENTINO

The Pioneers dominated this 
homecoming weekend, beating Saint 
Anselm College 37-6, improving 
their record to 6-0 for the season. 
Backed up by the first half, in which 
they scored 21 points, the team 
cruised to a decisive 31 point victory. 

Saint Anselm kicked a 33-yard 
field goal for the first points of the 
game. The Pioneers responded 
quickly by scoring the game’s first 
touchdown. Graduate student 
quarterback Chris Laviano of the 
Pioneers found senior Michael 
Richardson wide open after 
Richardson returned a punt 34 yards 
to the Saint Anselm 44-yard line. 

The Pioneers extended the lead 
after a touchdown scored by senior 
Malik Pierce. Pierce rushed into the 
endzone on a one-yard carry to 
complete a seven-play, 27-yard 
drive. Saint Anselm kicked an 
additional 44-yard field goal as time 
expired, making the first half score 
21-6. 

During halftime, all candidates 
of the homecoming court addressed 
the crowd, as the king and queen 
were presented on the field.  
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Wednesday, Oct. 17

Success Coach Social, 11 a.m.
The Promise Office is hosting a social with the 
coaches in room 270 of Hillwood Commons. Fall 
treats and activities offered.
 
Stress Reduction Workshop, 6 p.m.
A workshop promoting the wellness of students by 
introducing scientifically proven methods to deal 
with everyday stressors will take place at the East/
West café in Hillwood Commons.
 
Self-Expression Open Mic Night, 8 p.m.
The Be The Change Club will host a night of self-
expression on stage. Students can sing a song, do a 
dance, read a poem, or perform any other talent that 
they feel expresses themselves. The event is hosted in 
the End Zone of Hillwood Commons.
 
Thursday, Oct. 18

Chicken and Waffles Fundraiser, 4 p.m.
Chicken and waffles with a variety of toppings will be 
served in Hillwood Commons to raise money for the 
Masters of Social Work Graduate Student 
Association.
 

Saturday, Oct. 20

Kung Fu Class, 2 p.m.
Students can learn hand to hand combat skills and 
practical self-defense techniques with the Kung Fu 
club. Class is held in the dance studio in Humanities 
020.

Light the Night Walk, 7 p.m.
Students can join LIU Promise at the Light the Night 
Walk to support The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society 
and to benefit cancer research. The walk will begin at 
Eisenhower Park.

Rocktopia, 8 p.m.
The Tilles Center will host Rocktopia in the concert 
hall. Rocktopia features both 20th century rock 
music and classical pieces, blending the stylings of 
Queen, Mozart, Aerosmith, Beethoven, The Who, 
Tchaikivsky and more. The performance will also 
feature Dee Snider from Twisted Sister. 
 
Sunday, Oct. 21

Tower of Power, 7 p.m.
The Tilles Center will host Tower of Power in the 
concert hall. Tower of Power will be playing a 
collection of their “soul” pieces. Average White Band 
will also be performing.

Events this Week

Notice anything interesting around campus? 
Let us know! Drop a tip to reporters at The Pioneer. 

Visit us at our Monday meetings during common hour in 
Hillwood Commons room 199,

or contact us through social media, 
or by emailing us at liupostpioneer@gmail.com
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What Remains at My LIU Post?

Five months ago I graduated and 
left LIU Post. And today I am agitated 
when I have to ask, what is left at LIU 
Post? Friends of mine, both alumni and 
current 
students, are in a constant state of un-
ease. They have to ask questions such as, 
when will this school go bankrupt? Or 
why would anyone want to come here? 
These 
questions are not without merit, as it is 
clear that a university without universal 
leadership is doomed to fail. 

Our students sleep in dorm rooms 
furnished with mold. Our professors are 
forced to consolidate departments, con-
stantly doing more with less. Our athletes 
are thrown out. Our beautiful campus 
is marred with broken doors, windows, 
walls… etc. Our facilities workers are 
contracted out to the lowest bidder. Our 
custodians are contracted out to the low-
est bidder. Our campus health service is 
cut. Our resident assistants and orienta-
tion leaders are paid less than panhan-
dlers. Our promise 
office is a revolving door, and is always 
asked to do more. And those who speak 
up are scolded.

I suppose these are matters of dis-
cretion. Our university’s leadership has 
chosen to prioritize remodeling theatres 

with board members’ names atop its 
doors. This is more important to them 
than remodeling a student cafeteria or 
even keeping clean dorm bathrooms. 

Perhaps this is what we must accept. 
A leadership who is more interested in 
self, and not interested in students. 

And I say that if this administra-
tion has a plan, if they are implement-
ing it to improve our university. If they 
in fact know what they are doing. Then 
they must do. This administration must 
answer, not just to the board. Not just to 
those of a 
particular donor class. Not just to those 
of a particular department. But to all of 
the people at this university. 

If they cannot accept this, then 
depart, we say, and let us have done with 
you.

This university, it’s programs, it’s 
traditions, it’s student morale and it’s 
identity have been stripped. The LIU 
Post I knew, and we all knew, has been 
shredded. So what remains at my LIU 
Post? 

Sincerely,

Adam Hornbuckle
LIU Post (‘18) alumnus

Do you have an opinion on what is being 

covered in The Pioneer? 

Do you want your voice to be heard? 

Write a letter to the editor and send it to 

liupostpioneer@gmail.com 

Submit your letter by Mondays at noon to be 

published on Wednesdays!

COURTESY OF ADAM HORNBUCKLE

ADVERTISEMENT
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Do You Hear the Students Sing?
continued from page 1

KYLE DUNCAN

Faculty and students appear 
to be in a state of confusion and 
the chaos has led to backlash. 

The pamphlet discusses 
student issues with the 
promise office, which was designed 
to help students with their 
academic careers. “Broken 
Promise” as the program was nick-
named by the writer, suffers from 
a “high staff turnover rate and 
underfunding.”Some students 
decided to do the promise coach’s 
job for them. Senior digital game 
design and computer science 
double major Kyle Duncan found, 
“a lot of them (promise coaches) 
slack. A lot of them are hard to get 
to. I tried connecting mine and she 
was gone for a month.” 

The cries did not go unheard. 
Cline described the program’s 
purpose. “We put this program 
together so that each student 
would have a personalized coach. 
In fact the promise coaches have 
been dedicated [and] trained in 
special areas.” The objective of the 
Promise Office is to give a 
personalized experience to 
students, which is why the ratio is 
1:150, according to Cline. 

 The program attempts to 
meet the needs of students. “All 
of our coaches are at the 150 cap. 
We are currently searching for two 
new [residence] hall directors. It’s 
all about finding the right people,” 
Michael Berthel, dean of students, 
said. “We try to pair up our staff 
with what they’re passionate 
about.”

Another issue mentioned in 
the “Common Sense” pamphlet 
was mold. “From the dorms to 
the classrooms and offices of Pell 
Hall there is no respite.” Duncan, 
a resident of Post Hall, supported 
the pamphlet’s allegations. “It’s 

crazy nothing has been done about 
it. The fact that they just let it go 
by. The fact that there are tons of 
students with this problem.” The 
pamphlet highlights the 
importance of this issue because 
mold can lead to health 
complications and should be 
addressed immediately. 

Roy Fergus, director of 
facilities services, said the 
facilities team is working as fast as 
they can to address issues of mold 
as they are reported. “The facilities 
custodial and other staff have been 
directed to look for any evidence 
of mold growth in the areas (class-
rooms, offices, hallways, stairs, 
public areas, restrooms, closets, 
etc.) where they are working; or 
are responsible for facilities 
maintenance service(s),” 
Fergus said in an email. “If mold 
is discovered, the custodial staff is 
mobilized to clean any evidence of 
it with the established approved 
cleaning procedure that we have in 
place,” he continued.

Concerns about athletics were 
brought up. “All these athletes 
came to a Division II school with 
the promise of being able to play 
Division II and have now had the 
floor torn out from underneath 
them.” Cline responded that the 
merger of the Post and Brooklyn 
sports teams “has been talked 
about for more than ten years” 
before she arrived at LIU. “At one 
point we were D1 for a few teams... 
and so this started before I got 
here. It has continued to be in 
conversation. We wanted to move 
forward when we were in the posi-
tion that it made sense to move 
forward with some strength,” she 
said. The administration deemed 
that the appropriate time to make 
this change was when they had 
enough information to address all 
student-athletes.

The Paine Poseur included 
the department mergers. Multiple 
departments are being 
consolidated under one 
chairperson. The Pioneer reported 
on Sept. 12, 2018, that the English, 
foreign language and philosophy 
departments are now merged into 
one department with Professor 
John Lutz as chair. The political 
science, history, economics and 
sociology departments have also 
been merged. “Imagine a fashion 

merchandising student asking a 
computer science professor for 
academic advice. What a joke that 
would be!” the anonymous author 
lamented in “Common Sense.” 

Students have not been 
informed of the motivation behind 
the department mergers. Some 
faculty members have responded. 
“It’s because of money, they’re 
collapsing departments on each 
other, you’ll come up with savings. 
From an operational viewpoints 
students will be sacrificed,” 
Soupios said. Regardless of 
efficiency, students have noticed 
consequences already. 

“We’ve been trying to fight for 
a new computer lab, but it’s almost 
off the table. With the budget cuts 
it’s probably going to be a thing in 
the past,” Duncan said about the 
needs of the game design program. 

The author of the pamphlet 
called out the newly proposed 
veterinary school at Post, mainly 
asking why the accreditation 
process has proceeded so quickly. 
“How did LIU Post jump from 12th 
to 1st on the accreditation list?” 
How would LIU rival their com-
petitors? 

Cline responded to the 
accusations. “There is a huge need 
in this community for 
veterinarians. There are only 30 
vet schools in the whole country 
and there are many more 
students highly qualified than 
there are spots so we would only 
be the 31st.” She stressed the 
potential the new vet school will 
have for the university. As for the 
issue concerning the expedited 
accreditation process, Cline 
clarified, “We forwarded a request 
to the accreditation body to come 
and review us, they sent a letter 
back with a date that said we were 
being reviewed.” 

The driving force behind the 
pamphlet appears to be confusion. 
Students are unsure of the 
direction of the school, especially 
with the perceived financial 

uncertainty. The pamphlet 
questioned administration, “Oh, 
rumor has it Post is $28 million in 
debt?”  

Cline declined that there is a 
deficit. “There is no $28 
million deficit. In the last five 
years, our university has gone from 
$86 million to about $230 million 
in endowment. We’ve had 
surpluses every year I’ve been 
here,” she said. University CFO 
Christopher Fevola confirmed 
Cline’s statement, saying that 
the university is more financially 
stable and secure than it has been 
in years.  

Some faculty feel that the 
university’s problems are due, at 
least in part, to admissions. 
Enrollment figures analyzed by the 
Pioneer show a decrease in enroll-
ment from an average of 820 to 
550 in the last six years. “The 
current administration [is] not 
being honest in terms of [the] 
financial situation. They have the 
wrong people doing the 
administrative operations; they’re 
not professionals in enrollment 
services. They conduct themselves 
like bullies, they’ve intimidated 
people, people are afraid to talk, 
people are afraid to make a policy, 
everything's coming from the top. 
Everyone is terrified,” Soupios 
said, describing the feelings of 
some of  faculty members. 

Students are uneasy, but they 
are not hopeless. “Students should 
come together. I feel like we 
should discuss our issues with the 
campus,” Nicole Zito, a sophomore 
psychology major, said. Plenty of 
students are ready to reach out. 
“I feel kinda inspired. There are a 
lot of problems in this school. But 
me having two years left, I can be 
a part of fixing it,” Khoa Nguyen, 
sophomore biology major, said. 

“A university is supposed to 
be operating, about discussion, 
dialogue, process, people sitting 
around a table collectively working 
out problems together,” Soupios 
said. With the “Common Sense” 
pamphlet, it seems that students 
are starting to unite. The students 
are ready for change and they will 
not be ignored. From the cries of 
anonymous pamphlets to 
Instagram accounts, it is clear that 
Pioneers are not afraid to make 
noise. 

Mold found in Post Hall

“Oh, rumor has it 
Post is $28 million 

in debt?”  
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BY MORGAN KASHINSKY
STAFF WRITER

ADVERTISEMENT

Freshmen Earn their Green Thumbs

While many students were enjoying a day 
without classes on Friday, Oct. 5, nine fresh-
men got to work for the community. 

Every year, the freshman service learning 
project allows first years to give back to their 
community. For 2018, their project was 
updating the garden behind the Winnick 
Mansion.

Led by peer mentors Chana Hancox, 
sophomore business management major, and 
Destyn Harding, sophomore marketing major, 
as well as faculty advisors Dr. Shawn Welnack, 
professor of philosophy, Dr. John Lutz, 

professor of English and Ed Niemczura, 
adjunct professor of English, the freshmen 
weeded the garden and manicured the existing 
foliage.

“Beyond the pleasures of gardening, our 
project also aimed to encourage students to 
take responsibility for their surroundings,” 
Welnack said.

The point of the freshman year service 
learning project is “to better lives around us 
and ourselves,” Hancox said. More service 
projects are to come - the work on the garden 
was the first of many, although no specific 
other projects have been selected yet.

“For a few students, it was the first time 
they had done any weeding and cleaning up of 

an outdoor space,” Welnack said. “Although 
we could only provide a little taste of the pure 
pleasures that can come from working with 
and beautifying the land, our hope is that other 
occasions will arise for students, eventually 
leading them to fully appreciate such pleasures 
- and perhaps take up gardening on their own,” 

 Students worked with the campus 
grounds crew during the event, Welnack said.

“[The grounds crew] are an absolute 
delight to work with,” Welnack said. “They 
interact with the students, telling them about 
the various plants, flowers and weeds, 
hopefully both educating them, as well as 
forming more personal bonds between students 
and staff on campus.” 

PHOTOS BY SHAWN WELNAKFreshmen worked alongside faculty and the grounds crew in gardening service learning project
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Debunking ‘Common Sense’
continued from page 1

President Cline’s Salary
The author of the “Common Sense” 

pamphlet brought up Preisdent Cline’s salary, 
saying, “In December 2016, Money magazine 
quoted Cline as making $859,494.000, 
including total compensation.”

Cline declined to comment on her salary, 
saying that salaries are “disclosed in IPEDS 
(Integrated Postsecondary Education Data 
System)” and it can be compared to other 
university presidents as an average. Cline also 
denied the claim that university funding was 
going into her salary.

Funding Decrease

The pamphlet listed a decrease in funding 
of scholarship awards and the Tilles Center for 
Performing Arts. 

Director of the Tilles Center, William 
Biddle, said there were no cuts to the Tilles 
Center budget. “In fact, there have been 
significant capital improvements made to both 
Tilles Center and Krasnoff Theater,” Biddle 
said in an email. He also said that the Krasnoff 
donation does not directly affect the budget, 
as funds were used for capital improvements 
through facilities.

President Cline reported over a $100 
million increase in scholarship funding in 
November 2017 when her tenure contract was 
extended.

LIU Brooklyn Faculty Lockout

“Cline’s administration and trustees are 
the FIRST to LOCKOUT Professors…” 

This statement is true in the United States; 
in the 2016-17 academic year, the 

administration made an unprecedented 
decision to lockout the LIU Brooklyn faculty 
to prevent the repeated action of negotiations 
ending in strike votes for the new faculty 
contract. Faculty lockouts are rare, but not 
unheard of; in Canada, a lockout occurred in 
2007 at St. Thomas University in Fredericton; 
more recently in May 2018, the Université du 
Québec à Trois-Rivières also had a faculty lock-
out of 445 professors. 

More information about the Brooklyn 
faculty lockout can be found in The Pioneer’s 
Sept. 14, 2016 article, “LIU Faculty Disruption 
to Begin Semester,” at liupostpioneer.com/liu-
faculty-disruption-to-begin-semester/.

Cline’s Tenure Extension & Vote of No 
Confidence

“Despite the fact that the faculty from LIU 
Post and Brooklyn gave Cline a vote of ‘NO 
CONFIDENCE,’ the board of trustees thought it 
wise to grant the queen a new contract.”

This statement is true. In Nov. 2017, the 
board of trustees extended Cline’s contract by 
six years to Dec. 2023. Eric Krasnoff, chair of 
the board, said in an email that the extension 
was granted due to her “outstanding 
accomplishments” since her hire in July 2013. 

That same year, faculty at both Brooklyn 
and Post campuses voted no confidence in 
the president. The faculty council sent a 284 
report with supporting documents detailing 
the charges against the administration and the 
board of trustees to the New York State 
Education Department (NYSED). The Pioneer 
also covered these issues in the Nov. 29, 2017 
article, “President Cline’s Contract Extended 
Six More Years,” and can be read at 
liupostpioneer.com/president-clines-contract-
extended-six-more-years/.

Mercy Lawsuit
“Cline and Weis did not respond to any 

inquiries made by The Pioneer.”
While Cline and the newly appointed Vice 

President of Academic Affairs Edward Weis 
did not directly respond to The Pioneer, Weis 
and LIU publicly denied the allegations in the 
lawsuit filed by Mercy College against them. A 
spokesperson for the university, former 
director of university public relations, Jon 
Schneider provided a statement when the 
lawsuit was filed that “this lawsuit is without 
merit, and we will address the facts in court.” 
University counsel Michael Best said there are 
no further updates in the case.

More details about the allegations in the 
Mercy lawsuit can be found in the Pioneer’s 
Sept. 19, 2018 article, “LIU Gets Served,” at 
liupostpioneer.com/liu-gets-served/.

LIU “Broken Promise”
The “Common Sense” author claimed 

there are “not enough Promise Coaches” and 

“just this semester we have lost nearly half of 
our Broken Promise staff.” 

Before the start of the fall 2018 semester, 
three out of the 20 (not half) Promise Coaches 
left the university to move on to higher 
positions after spending “six or seven years” 
here, according to Dean of Students Michael 
Berthel. The remaining 17 promise coaches 
meet a 150 student cap and advise students 
personally based on specialized training in 
their academic departments. Two of the three 
coaches who left were residence hall directors, 
so the office is searching for replacements. But 
it won’t happen overnight. “It’s all about 
finding the right people,” Berthel said.

Mold Across Campus

“Students have been starting to get 
severely ill. There is at least one report of a 
student being rushed to the emergency room 
after becoming so sick from the mold.”

The anonymously run Instagram account, 
“Everything_Broken_at_Post,” features images 
and videos provided by students of unsanitary, 
mold/bug infested areas on campus. There are 
several posts on the account documenting the 
mold in the academic buildings, residence halls 
and the Winnick Student Center dining hall.

Roy Fergus, director of facilities services, 
said they are addressing any mold as quickly as 
identified/notified. 

“We have been working behind the scene 
to mitigate and minimize the conditions that 
can promote mold growth,” Fergus said.

TILLESCENTER.ORG

WILLIE HIATTStudents protesting at LIU Brooklyn

COURTESY OF ‘EVERYTHING_BROKEN_AT_POST

Mold found on the ceiling at the Winnick 
dining hall

continued on page 8
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Follow us on SnapChat!
Let’s be friends! 

Add The Pioneer on our new 
SnapChat account & 

stay up-to-date with the news 
while it’s happening! 

Or check out interesting interviews 
featuring students like you!

“Some steps already taken include more 
frequent HVAC unit filter changes, better 
ceiling insulation and insulation methods, 
de-humidification in areas prone to 
condensation activity and sealing open areas 
that allows excessive amounts of outside humid 
air to get into occupied - especially cooled air 
conditioned - spaces,” he continued. 

Fergus encourages all students to report 
mold sitings through the work order link app to 
get the information to the facilities team. The 
link can be saved as a shortcut on the home 
screen of any smart device. 

“We have and will work as part of the 
larger team effort, to aggressively address/
combat any and all evidence of indoor mold 
activity. 

Veterinary Medicine School
“How did LIU jump from being 12th to 1st 

on the list of schools being considered for the 
accreditation by the Council on Education?”

The administration forwarded a request to 
the accrediting body. 

“We requested a site visit, the accrediting 
body has a certain number of site visits they do 
each year, we met their requirements and they 
granted us a site visit,” said Dr. Randy Burd, 
senior vice president of academic affairs.

Another claim stated the advertisements 
of the new vet school “features the façade of our 

current library, suggesting that it will be in the 
current likeness of the present structure.”

The location for the new vet school is 
slated to be an extension of Pell Hall between 
Pell and Kumble Hall, not replacing the B. 
Davis Schwartz Memorial library. The style of 
the building was created to match the 
traditional style of the other buildings on 
campus to make it fit in, according to Cline.

The projected cost of the vet school is a 
projected $40 million, not $50 million. 
Governor Andrew Cuomo promised $12 million 
in state transformative funds, and the 
university has hosted several fundraisers, 
including a polo match on Sept. 15, to raise 
additional funds.

$28 Million in Debt
“...rumor has it” that the university is $28 

million in debt. 
Cline denied the existence of a deficit, 

saying that there is actually a surplus in this 
year’s budget. “In the last five years the 
university has gone from $86 million to about 
$230 million in endowment. We’ve had 
surpluses every year since I’ve been here,” she 
said. University CFO Chris Fevola confirmed 
Cline’s statement, saying, “There is no deficit. 
The university is the most financially secure 
and stable it’s been in the last six years.” 
Capital investments increased from $2 
million per year to $15 million now; funding for 
endowed and restricted scholarships are also 
high, according to Fevola.

One LIU Athletic Merger

“Without informing anyone, without 
consulting the student body, the University 
destroyed hundreds of college careers.”

The announcement for the merger did 
come after the start of the fall 2018 season, and 
two weeks after the class add/drop period, 
putting student-athletes in a difficult position 
for their next year - if some decide to transfer, 
they lose a year of eligibility to play; the status 
of their athletic scholarships are also uncertain.

Cline said that the timing of the 
announcement was not done without thought 
of timing; announcing mid-season and after the 
add/drop period was unrelated. “As we were 
looking at timing, in the beginning we thought 
it might be a little bit later, but as we got nearer 
to making the final decision, we really felt that 
just before Homecoming would be the right 
[time],” she said. “Most importantly for our 
students, we wanted to make sure that as we 
were moving forward, we wanted to be in a 
place where we can talk to them and have the 
ability to meet with them as teams and 
individuals.”

Cline said that student-athletes’ 
scholarships are secured. “We got a waiver 
from the NCAA that we can actually meet all 
scholarship commitments for our students and 
we are committed to doing that,” she said.

More information on the merger can be 
found in The Pioneer’s Oct. 10, 2018 article, 
“Game Changer: Athletics Becomes One LIU,” 
at liupostpioneer.com/game-changer-athletics-
becomes-oneliu/.

More Department Mergers
“Dean Valli is rumored to be merging both 

the Fashion Merchandising Department and 
Computer Science Department soon.”

A proposal to merge the two departments 
was made, but it has not yet been approved, 
according to Christopher Malinowski, professor 
and chair of the computer science department. 

Robert Valli, dean of the school of 
business and management, did not respond to 
the Pioneer’s inquiries about the merger. 

Debunking ‘Common Sense’

COURTESY OF RANDY BURD

A proposed image of the vet school building

LIUPOSTPIONEERS.COM

continued from page 7



99October 17, 2018 FEATURES
Professor Profile: Dr. Stephen Tettelbach

BY SARAH WUNG
STAFF WRITER

Professor Stephen Tettelbach
SARAH WUNG

Dr. Stephen Tettelbach has been a pro-
fessor of biology at LIU Post for 13 years. He 
previously taught at LIU Southampton for 19 
years until that campus closed. 

Since working at Post, Tettelbach has pub-
lished 11 scientific papers, nine papers on bay 
scallops—two of which are on 
reproduction, two on ecology of juvenile 
scallops, and five on restoration; and two 
papers on clams—one on reproduction and one 
on behavior. His two favorite papers described 
the huge increase in scallop populations and 
fishery landings that resulted from scallop 
restoration work. “Aspiring to an altered stable 
state: rebuilding of bay scallop populations and 
fisheries following intensive restoration,” one 
of the two papers, was published in 2015 in 
“Marine Ecology Progress Series” 529:121-136.

He was the co-leader of the most 
successful bay scallop restoration effort in the 
United States, in Orient Harbor, near the tip 
of the north fork of Long Island. “We have 
done free-plantings in the same bay, plus other 
bays and harbors in the Peconic Bay system,” 
Tettelbach said. Part of a $2.3-million Suffolk 
County-funded project put together by LIU 
and Cornell Cooperative Extension of Suffolk 
County, the effort has, within five years, placed 

nearly five million scallops in East End waters, 
according to a 2010 Newsday report.

Tettelbach is also involved in the National 
Shellfisheries Association. He was treasurer for 
three years, then vice president for one year, 
president-elect for one year and then president 
for one year. Although he is no longer an officer 
of the association, he has been a continuing 
member for forty years.

During his time as a professor, Tettelbach 
had helped obtain over $5 million in externally 
funded grants. He received the David Newton 
Teaching Award, the highest teaching award 
at LIU, while he taught at the Southampton 
campus. 

Tettelbach enjoys his position as a 
professor, but it wasn’t always his dream to 
teach. He did not want to be a professor 
until he taught his first class after receiving his 
Ph.D. “That first class was an epiphany for me - 
I found my calling,” he said. 

The obstacles and challenges he has faced 
are far outweighed by the benefits of teaching. 
His goal is to make sure his students are 
engaged and interested in the material. “I try to 
convey my sincere enthusiasm for the 
subjects I teach to my students. I keep my 
classes informal and try to make learning fun. 
When I teach labs, I get students outdoors as 
much as possible so they can experience things 
first hand,” Tettelbach stated. 

He enjoys working with college students 
and treats his students like adults. 
“Working with college students, I think has 
helped keep me young at heart,” Tettelbach 
said. An outdoors person who enjoys 
spending time on boats or scuba diving, he 
finds that teaching students about biology also 
keeps him connected with nature. 

Celebrating World Food Day

The Campus Nutritionists 
hosted a World Food Day on 
October 16, 2018 during common 
hour “to provide education about 
sustainable living, emphasizing 
minimizing food waste,” Sarah 
Schuette said. “They will provide 
smoothies, which are a great 
opportunity to use food scraps to 
reduce food waste, nutrition trivia 
with prizes and recipe ideas.” 

The four campus dietetic nu-
tritionist interns for the fall 
semester are Sarah Schuette, 
Christopher Shaw, Patricia Pauyo 
and Gabriela Barreto. They are 
located within the Center For 

Healthy Living in the back of Post 
Hall. “The Campus Nutritionists 
are part of the LIU Post Dietetic 
Internship, a certificate program 
for those with a BS in Nutrition 
who want to become Registered 
Dietitians. The difference between 
a “nutritionist” and “registered 
dietitian nutritionist” is that a 
nutritionist is someone who has 
taken at least one nutrition course, 
whereas a registered dietitian 
nutritionist has completed an 
accredited undergraduate 
nutrition program, completed an 
accredited dietetic internship, and 
has passed the registered dietitian 
exam,” Schuette said.

“We’ve been giving away a lot 
of smoothies, and talking about the 
best way for you to store your food 
and make the most of your 
groceries, and lots of people are 
playing our games and winning 
prizes,” Schuette said. Some of the 
prizes are LIU paraphernalia, as 
well as food like Boomchickapop 
popcorn and Kind bars. 

The smoothies are made of 
bananas and blueberries, and are 
divided into dairy and non-dairy. 
For the dairy, there is “some nice 
protein-ilicious Greek yogurt.”

The spinning wheel was run 
by executive board members of the  
club: James Boddman, a senior 

and the president of the club; 
Alecia Miguel, a senior and the 
public relations person; Kiersten 
Plut, a junior and the vice 
president; and Maggie Schulz, 
a senior and the fall committee 
chair.

“A lot of people walked over, 
won some prizes. Not that many 
people know all the answers to 
the questions, but we’re glad that 
they’re participating,” Schulz said. 
“They’re finding out about things 
that they didn’t know about.” One 
new thing they learned is the need 
to consume more grams of 
carbohydrates than grams of 
protein.

BY ANAND VENIGALLA
FEATURES EDITOR

ANAND VENIGALLA ANAND VENIGALLA ANAND VENIGALLAPatricia Pauyo James Bodmann, Alecia Miguel, Kiersten Plut, 
Maggie Schulz

Board for World Food Day
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Homecoming Queen & King 
of 2018

COURTESY OF MATT GOLDSTEIN

Matt Goldstein, Homecoming King

Olivia Kavanaugh, Homecoming Queen
IDA YNNER LAGERQVIST

Matt Goldstein and Olivia Kavanaugh were named Homecoming King and Queen at the 
2018 Homecoming on Oct. 13. Voting went up for students via SimplyVoting on October 11 and 
lasted until October 12, 5 p.m. Other candidates for Homecoming King and Queen included 
Samantha Samant and Angelique D’Alessandro for Queen, and for King, Joseph Migliara and 
Daniel Puntorno.

Goldstein, a senior criminal justice major, has lofty goals. “Some of my academic and 
career goals are to make the dean’s list again and to obtain a career in the field of criminal 
justice,” he said.

As Homecoming King, he wants to present the best image for the university. “What I would 
do as homecoming king,” he said before he was named, “is promote positivity throughout the 
campus and represent the school in all of its glory.” 

He has some advice for students. “Don’t be afraid to set goals and to face adversity.”
Goldstein felt that not being in a fraternity was an asset. “I feel like it’s pretty cool to have 

won against two people who had frat connections because the last five years it’s always been 
a frat [member] and it’s about time that someone from a club won homecoming king for a 
change,” he said.

Olivia Kavanaugh, a senior art education major, was excited about being crowned 
Homecoming Queen. She, too, has ambitious plans for the future. “I’m working hard to 
prepare for student teaching next semester and eventually hope to teach art in an inner city 
school,” she said.

Kavanaugh wants to be the face representing her fellow students at events such as 
Founders day and the mansion lighting. “It is a huge honor to have been chosen by my fellow 
students to represent them as Homecoming Queen; I am very humbled to have won over my 
fellow, well-deserving, candidates,” she said.

Kavanaugh has simple advice for others: Work hard, “but enjoy all that you do and if you 
are given a good opportunity, don’t pass it up,” she said.

Homecoming 
Weekend 2018

Matt Goldstein, a senior 
criminal justice major, and 
Olivia Kavanaugh, a senior art art 
education major, were crowned 
homecoming king and queen. 
For Kavanaugh, this was her first 
homecoming. She was excited to 
be both an attendee and a part 
of the court. “I always knew that 
Homecoming was one of the 
biggest events of the year so being 
a part of the tradition for Post was 
so humbling and incredible,” she 
said. 

Goldstein was excited about 
being crowned the last king of 
Post. “I really enjoyed 
campaigning and making sure 
everyone voted, especially the 
athletic community,” he said.  

When the game resumed, the 
Pioneer’s defense shut down Saint 
Anselm’s offense, leaving the latter 
team scoreless for the second half. 

Major contributions to the 
defense include junior Zach Co-
francesco’s team-high ten tackles, 
graduate student Kevin 
Petit-Frere’s two sacks and 
Nazir Streater, who picked off 
three interceptions. 

It took 95 seconds for the 
Pioneers to further extend the lead 
as Laviano found redshirt-senior 
Deon Mash down the left sideline 
for a 48-yard touchdown strike to 
make it a three-possession game. 
Senior Joey Tolgyesi added a 
31-yard field goal late in the third 
quarter before Richardson hauled 

in his third touchdown reception 
of the day on a seven-yard pass 
from Laviano during the fourth 
quarter.

The Pioneers will face Pace 
University at the Bethpage Federal 
Credit Union Stadium on Oct. 20, 
kickoff scheduled for 1:00 p.m.

Homecoming 2018 featured 
many other events for students, 
faculty and alumni to enjoy. The 
fun-filled weekend began Friday, 
Oct. 12 with a professor panel 
discussion and dinner, as well as a 
concert with Pat Benatar and Neil 
Giraldo. Students gathered for a 

pep rally at 7 p.m. on Riggs Lawn, 
as opposed to its usual setting in 
the gym.

Jack Tomlinson, a freshman 
physical and health education 
major, attended the pep rally. He 
believes that the event helped 
strengthen the student body after 
the recent announcement of the 
OneLIU athletic merger. “It’s no 
secret that our student body has 
had a lot of mixed emotions about 
recent events at Post,” Tomlinson 
said. “Which is why I think [the] 
pep rally came at a perfect time. 
We all needed that school spirit.” 

The festivities continued on 
Saturday before the football game, 
with tailgates, food trucks and a 
carnival held in the Pratt 
Recreation Center parking lot. 
Kiernan Griffin, a sophomore art 
therapy major, enjoyed the 
occasion. “I had a lot of fun at 
homecoming and hanging with all 
my friends,” she said. “I also had a 
lot of fun going on all the rides and 
trying new foods from the trucks 
that were there.”

continued from page 1

JOSH TOLENTINOJOSH TOLENTINO
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BY KARIS FULLER
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR 

To Merge or Not to Merge: 
That is the Question

KARIS FULLER

Over summer 2018, 
discussions were held to merge 
the music department with 
the theatre, dance and arts 
management department. The 
merger has not been 
completed  and is still under 
consideration. 

Dr. James McRoy, 
director of the wind symphony 
and professor of music 
explained his perception of the 
proposed change. “We weren’t 
told anything official; we had 
been told that it’s tentatively 
on hold,” he said. “We don’t 
really know what the play is 
moving forward or how things 
are going to unfold,” McRoy 
said. 

Dr. Jennifer Miceli, the 
chairperson of the music 
department, stepped down at 
the end of the spring 2018 
semester. The music 
department is currently with-
out a chair and is being led by 
a committee. With only four 
full time faculty members in 
the department, the 
department has been put 
under some stress. “There’s a 
lot more email traffic as every 
decision has to go through 
multiple people, but we’re 
trying to make the best of it 
and try and let it not impact 
the students as much 
possible,” McRoy said.

McRoy sees the potential 

perks of the change for two 
highly accredited programs. 
Through unifying under the 
same chairperson and 
becoming a “performing arts” 
department that encompasses 
dance, music and theatre, 
McRoy said all three 
departments could have a 
chance to grow. “We’re hoping 
that a combined department 
of the performing arts would 
be able to create a department 
of more full time faculty in 
total,” he said. “And be able to 
represent the performing arts 
on campus as a more united 
front.” 

In order for this to be a 
success, the departments need 
more resources, according to 
McRoy. The music 
department currently does not 
have a secretary, which he said 
is “challenging,” but faculty 
members are trying to operate 
as smoothly as they can given 
their circumstances. The long 
time department secretary, 
Emily Cintron, retired at the 
end of the spring semester. 

This unification could 
benefit both departments 
when it comes to recruiting 
new students. The theatre and 
music programs can recruit at 
the same events, and this 
unification would give the 
combined department the 
chances to broaden their 
search for prospective 
students. 

“Initially there would be 
one chair of the larger 

department of performing 
arts, on top of music, theatre, 
dance and art management,” 
McRoy said. “When we go out 
and recruit, we can do it as a 
more unified operation.” 

Although the merger was 
a summer rumor, students 
have not received any 
definitive announcement. 
Sophomore theatre major 
Emily Shoup explained that 
it was mentioned in her class 
group chat over the summer, 
but they hadn’t heard anything 
since. “I don’t know how to 
feel about it because I don’t 
know enough yet,” Shoup said. 
“I guess unifying makes sense, 
when you think back to high 
school, the two departments 
were usually in the same 
building and usually worked 
very close together.” 

“It’s tragic that the school 
is cutting funding and 
education in the arts and 
lumping music together with 
an entirely different field,” 
Katherine Keaney, senior 
theatre production major, said. 
“Let students study and hone 
their craft in their rightful 
environment. Don’t strip that 
away from students that are 
paying thousands of dollars to 
come here.”

Post is undergoing several 
changes as of fall 2o18, and 
if approved, this unification 
will be another adjustment 
to which the students, faculty 
and administration will have 
to adapt. 

Emily Shoup, sophomore theatre major
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Forza Horizon 4 Review

BY MYLES GOLDMAN
STAFF WRITER

The Horizon Festival is back and more dynamic than ever for the 
fourth time. Forza is an open-world car racing game series developed 
by Playground games. Gameplay takes place in a fictional version of 
the United Kingdom. 

The Forza series started in 2005 with, “Forza Motorsport,” which 
gave gamers what could be the most realistic driving experience a 
video game could offer without having the player having to move from 
their couch to their car. 

The Horizon titles started in 2012 and were designed to be 
appealing to younger gamers via the Horizon Festival. It resembles a 
mix between a music festival and the Monaco Grand Prix. 

“Forza Horizon 4” is different from the previous installments, 
and the biggest change is the weather. Every few days the seasons will 
change from autumn, winter, spring and summer, which completely 
changes the gameplay. For example, in the summer, the road has more 
traction, allowing the player to drive the McLaren Senna, a rear-wheel 
drive supercar that can be difficult to handle when turning at high 
speeds.

With the Forza games, car tuning is close to realistic, but this 
year,  game creators added in something that fans have wanted for 
years, drift tuning. Previously, players would use an older model car 
and turn it so the rear end of the car oversteers, causing a satisfying 
alternative to turning on a road. “Forza Horizon 4” includes drift 
tuning components such as drift suspension and wider tire axles.

Unfortunately for the new installment, a story not present. It is 
not really clear what the player’s objective is. Players can access 
specific types of races such as rally, street, drag and more to get to a 
showcase event, but that’s basically it. 

Another issue is the new character customization; if the player 
gains a certain amount of points, they unlock a prize wheel spin. Prizes 
are great, but in the game, odds tend to end up winning a useless hat 
for the character to wear instead of a more desirable Ferrari 512 Testa 
Rossa.  The worst part about this game is that players cannot control 
what season they’d like to play in; currently, the game is in winter and 
is transitioning over to spring, which means that the roads will be wet 
and less appealing to look at.

“Forza Horzion 4” is a good game, it’s relaxing to drive around in 
and enjoy the scenery of the United Kingdom, but there’s not as much 
thrill in this game as compared to the last three games. 

ADVERTISEMENT

Valid in-store only. Coupon must be surrendered at time of purchase; no copies. One coupon per day. Not valid on previous purchases or with any other 
discounts or promotions, including yellow-labeled items. Not valid on phone/mail/internet orders. Not valid on Lowest Possible Prices items. Not valid 
after Buy More, Save More discount applied. Some product exclusions may apply.
For a complete list of exclusions, visit bit.ly/blickexclusions

VALID 10/18/18 – 10/23/18

20% OFF

*Ao23111*

ENTIRE PURCHASE OF NON-SALE, IN-STOCK ITEMS ONLY. 
IN-STORE ONLY. VALID ON EVERYDAY LOW PRICE.

use this coupon at our new brooklyn store!

shop our new location 
at 41 flatbush avenue
TWO BLOCKS FROM THE ATLANTIC TERMINAL

SHOW US WHAT YOU CREATE! #createwithblick  #blickartmaterials

brooklyn 

 now 

open !

D.I.Y. Halloween Craft

This is a cute quick craft to 
start the spooky season off. You’ll 
only need a spoon, two tissues  a 
rubber band or hair elastic and a 
pen (to add as much detail as 
desired).

First take the spoon handle 
facing up, and scrunch up the first 
tissue into a ball on the end of the 
handle. 

Next, take the second tissue, 
wrap it around the first and secure 
with hair elastic around the stem of 
the spoon. 

Here’s the creative part. Draw 
what ever face, detail or design you 
want for your spooky tissue ghost. 

These can be used to eat 
pudding, stir your coffee or even 
placed in plant pots outside the 
house for some cute spooky decor. 

BY LAUREN BEYER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Forza Horizon 4 released for XBox and PC on Oct. 2
NEWS.XBOX.COM

LAUREN BEYER
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Capable of Happiness: 

Human Maturity

BY GILLIAN PIETROWSKI
COLUMNS EDITOR

“Human maturity: this means rediscovering 
the seriousness we had towards play when we were 
children,” Nietzsche. 

As people age, the idea of play sometimes 
becomes distorted, and we lose sight of the joy that 
we once found while playing as children. When 
you think of playing as a kid, it was effortless. We 
grabbed our toys and let our imagination take over. 

As time goes on, we tend to let life get in the 
way; society has a pretty strict viewpoint on how 
we behave and which activities are appropriate for 
adults. Because of this, some adults feel 
uncomfortable or fear that they will look silly playing.  

For example, when students look at their 
professors they only see them in a certain setting. 
Usually, the professors have a serious position when 
they are teaching, but the students wonder if that is 
how they always behave. How do their professors act 
when they are out for drinks with their friends? Do 
they spend their weekends doing nothing but grading 
or do they make some room for fun things to do? I 
understand that when you are at school it is, 
according to society, appropriate for professors to 
behave professionally but why not enjoy your job and 
have fun doing it?

Most of us abandon the possibility of ever 
playing again as we grow older, which is 
unfortunate. Play gives us a sense of freedom, 
creativity, and a burst of joy. When you are older you 
start to limit what you can do because everything 
needs to have a purposeful motive and can’t be 
improvised. Everything to adults, for the most part, 
has to have a goal or a point. We don’t allow for 
activities that can simply bring us joy. 

Life is too short to live without play. Take of step 
back from your life for a short period of time where 
you can allow yourself to give in to spur-of-the-
moment activities. Instead of only taking work and 
everyday life so seriously, try looking at play with the 
same seriousness. Some people look back on their 
childhood as their better days, so give yourself the 
brief happiness of playing once again.

The World Population Review states that there are approximately 7.75 million people 
living on Long Island’s 1401 square miles. This can be compared to the 976,000 people living 
in the 500 square miles of Westchester County. There are about seven times the amount of 
people living on a landmass that’s only three times greater than the number of people on it. 

Naturally, where there are more people, there’s more pollution. While a majority of 
people are aware that pollution plagues the island, most are unaware of what actually causes 
it. Because earth is filled with an abundance of limited natural resources, it’s important that 
we live our lives conscious of what individual carbon footprint we leave behind and that we 
skew our daily and political choices towards preservation.

There are five main environmental contributors to the demise of the ozone layer. They 
include particulate matter 2.5, particulate matter 10, ozone, nitrogen oxide, and sulfur 
dioxide. The number next to the particulate pollution refers to the size of the particle in 
micrometers. As a reference, an average strand of hair is 70 micrometers large, making these 
small particles breathable and able to actually enter the bloodstream. Sources include vehicle 
emissions, construction sites, coal burning and tobacco smoke.

While particulate 10 is larger and less invasive to the body, it’s just as common in the 
environment and is a major byproduct of power plants, road paving and wildfires. Studies 
done by the Department of Environment, Food and Rural Affairs in London have concluded 
that individuals who live near roadways, construction zones and manufacturing plants have 
a much higher rate of lung disease and asthma than those deep in the suburbs. The reason 
being is that these particles, as well as sulphur dioxide and nitrogen oxide, travel for miles, 
making location a significant factor in determining risk of respiratory issues.

Sulfur dioxide is a gas mainly responsible for producing the grey/brown fog often seen 
in the morning and on hot summer days. Sources of this gas include gas stations, wood 
burning, dry cleaners and most significantly, diesel-fueled machinery. Nitrogen oxide, is a 
byproduct of burning coal and of car exhaust. Finally, ozone, .

Ozone is a chemical byproduct of the reaction between UV rays and nitrogen oxide. 
The ozone layer is a protective atmospheric layer that buffers earth from UV rays and other 
cosmological influences. However, when ozone begins to form on the ground, it becomes 
toxic and makes the air thick, heavy and filled with man-made and natural particles that are 
harmful to health.

You may have heard of the term smog when learning about pollution. Smog is a term 
from the early twentieth century as a result of increased industrialization. It blends the 
words “fog” and “smoke” and is a thick, hazy layer that settles low in the atmosphere. Smog 
impacted populated places such as NYC and LA and caused increased rates of respiratory 
illnesses at the burst of industrialization. There have been many improvements in 
regulations, but recent policies have steered away from environmentalism and towards 
practices that increase pollution emission.

It’s ultimately in our hands to be the change that pushes the world towards 
preservation. Making educated political choices and choosing politicians who value the 
environment can help propagate change. Also, choosing to drive low emission vehicles, 
carpooling, and informing companies of inefficiently operating diesel fuel trucks are all 
things that we as Long Islanders have the power to do and should take responsibility for. 
Take the initiate when you see opportunities to improve the environment and treat the earth 
as if it’s your very own home, because it is.

Editor’s Note: The Pioneer is not responsible for giving medical advice. Please refer to a 
medical professional for serious concerns regarding personal health. 

Health Column: Long Island Facing Pollution

BY ALECIA SEXTON
LAYOUT MANAGER

Westbound view of smog over the LIE
ALECIA SEXTONALECIA SEXTON

GILLIAN PIETROWSKI



14 The Pioneer 

The Bookshelf: The 
School for Good and Evil

COLUMNS

JOSIE RERECICH

BY JOSIE RERECICH
STAFF WRITER

“The School for Good and Evil” by Soman Chainani is the 
first book in a fantastic fantasy series. This first book tells the 
story of best friends Sophie and Agatha, living in the isolated 
town of Gavaldon. Every four years on November 11th, 
according to legend, a School Master kidnaps two children 
from the village. One kidnapped child is always beautiful and 
kind, and the other is homely and odd. These children are 
taken to the School for Good and Evil, which exists somewhere 
beyond the woods surrounding Gavaldon. The children are 
never seen again, unless they appear in a fairy tale, one as a 
hero and the other as a villain. 

Sophie, who is beautiful and focuses on her looks and 
good deeds, believes that she will be kidnapped for the School 
for Good. Meanwhile, Agatha, who is ugly and wears only 
black, doesn’t believe the School exists but seems like the 
perfect candidate for the School for Evil. They are the two kids 
who are kidnapped by the School Master that year. However, 
Agatha is brought to the School for Good, and Sophie to the 
School for Evil. What first appears to be a great mistake turns 
into an adventure that not only reveals the character’s truest 
selves, but also blurs the lines between the stereotypes of good 
and evil.  	

Along the way, Sophie and Agatha meet the other 
students, who are descendants of fairytale characters. The 
best friends from Gavaldon take classes at their mismatched 
schools while they try to solve a riddle the School Master gave 
them that will lead them home. However, the School Master is 
more than what he seems, and has a different ending in store 
for Sophie and Agatha. 

“The School for Good and Evil” is a very entertaining 
book, but the plot doesn’t go far beyond the school. Although 
this series takes place in a much larger world, the first book 
takes place only in Gavaldon and the School. The world of 
fairy tales is supposedly endless, but readers don’t get to 
experience much of this world in the first book. One must read 
the rest of the series to see more of this magical world of Good 
and Evil.

In “The School for Good and Evil,” nothing is as simple 
as it seems. It is a great read for those who like dramatic twists 
and sneaky foreshadowing in their books. 

Gaming Column: Gods of “Smite” 
Week One: Amaterasu, The Shining Light

BY ALEX ESPINOSA
STAFF WRITER

In “Smite,” you play as one of the 
many gods that exist in the different 
pantheons, from Shintoism to 
Hinduism, Greek to Egyptian and more. 

One of the gods in this game is 
Amaterasu, the highest goddess in 
Shintoism and the “goddess of the sun.” 
The game does a great job of making her 
truly unique because unlike the other 
gods whose abilities revolve around 
their titles and characteristics, 
Amaterasu’s abilities revolve around 
her three sacred treasures, all of which 
play a vital role in her story, both in the 
game and in her mythology. 

The first of Amaterasu’s sacred 
treasures is her sword, Ame no 
Murakumo, or “sword of gathering 
clouds in heaven.” Amaterasu’s brother, 
Susanoo, found Ame no Murakumo in 
the tail of Shinto’s most hated demon, 
“Yamata no Orochi.” He gifted the 
weapon to Amaterasu to apologize for 
treacherous deeds he committed against 
her. This mirrors Japanese mythology.

The next treasure is the jewel 
Amaterasu wears around her neck, 
which dates as far back as 14,000 B.C.  
It is a symbol of fortune to ward off evil. 
This treasure is what gives her “divine 
presence” via valor and benevolence. 
When passed down to the next 
generation, this jewel gives the owner 
the power of its original spirit. 

Amaterasu’s jewel was a gift from 
her father, Izanagi (the god 
responsible for creating Japan), 
granting her the power to rule. In 
“Smite,” the jewel gives Amaterasu the 
two powers of herself and her father.

The final treasure that Amaterasu 

uses is her sacred mirror, Yata no 
Kagami, which grants her “heavenly 
reflection.” It was used to bait 
Amaterasu into leaving her cave where 
she sealed herself and her light away 
after being wronged by her brother. 
In the game and in the mythology, the 
people who loved Amaterasu held a 
huge festival outside her cave. The roar 
of celebration coming from outside 
drew the Amaterasu out, and she saw a 
radiant goddess inside a jewel-
encrusted mirror. Amaterasu smiled, 
and light returned to the world. 

Just as the Yata no Kagami 
reflected Amaterasu’s power in the 
mythology, the mirror reflects the power 
of enemy gods in the game. Using the 
sacred treasures as the focus of 
Amaterasu’s power in the game, the 
creators captured the true power and 
story of Shinto’s Amaterasu perfectly.

SMITE.GAMEPEDIA.COM

Amaterasu, Shinto goddess of the sun
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Football
Saturday, Oct. 20 @ 1 p.m.

vs Pace University
Home

Tennis
Saturday, Oct. 20 @ 2 p.m. 

vs University of the 
District of Columbia

Washington, D.C.

Men’s Soccer
Wednesday, Oct. 17  @ noon 

vs Saint Thomas 
Aquinas College

Home

Saturday, Oct. 20 @ 2:30 p.m. 
vs Daemen College

Home

Women’s Soccer
Wednesday, Oct. 17  @ 3 p.m. 

vs Saint Thomas 
Aquinas College

Home

Saturday, Oct. 20 @ noon
vs Daemen College

Home

Volleyball
Saturday, Oct. 20 @ noon 

vs Daemen College
Home

Saturday, Oct. 20 @ 2 p.m. 
vs Saint Anselm College

Home

Sunday, Oct. 21 @ noon 
vs  Roberts Wesleyan College

Home

Field Hockey
Wednesday, Oct. 17 @ 4 p.m. 
vs University of New Haven

Home

Friday, Oct. 19 @ 2 p.m. 
vs Franklin Pierce University

Home

Tuesday, Oct. 23 @ 5 p.m. 
vs Pace University
Westchester, N.Y.

Football
Saturday, Oct. 13 

vs Saint Anselm College
Win 37-6

Tennis
Friday, Oct. 12 

vs Roberts Wesleyan College
Loss 6-1

Men’s Soccer
Wednesday, Oct. 10 

vs Wilmington University
Loss 2-1

Saturday, Oct. 13 
vs Mercy College

Loss 3-2

Women’s Soccer
Wednesday, Oct. 10 

vs New York Institute of 
Technology

Tie 2-2

Saturday, Oct. 13 
vs Mercy College

Tie 0-0

Volleyball
Wednesday, Oct. 10 

vs New York Institute of 
Technology

Loss 3-1

Sunday, Oct. 14 
vs Bentley University

Win 3-2

Sunday, Oct. 14 
vs American 

International College
Win 3-2

Field Hockey
Saturday, Oct. 13 

vs Merrimack College
Loss 3-2

Upcoming 
Schedule 

Game 
Results

Dance Team Heads to Nationals

#PioneerNation

TIFFANY KINGLIU Post dance team

BY SHANNON MILLER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

This January 2019, the dance 
team will head to Disney World for the 
Universal Dance Association (UDA) 
national championship. 

The team is competing in three 
categories: Game Day, Jazz, and Pom. 
Although the competition requires 
them to train hard and stay focused, 
the dancers remain committed to their 
roles as spirit ambassadors for the 
university.

The dancers are thrilled to be com-
peting in Orlando at ESPN Wide World 
of Sports. This is a huge 
accomplishment after the tough season 
they experienced last year. “We were 
coachless for half the season last year, 
and we were run by captains,” Lauren 
Juchem, a sophomore on the team, 
said. “The three of them did a really 
great job of keeping the program alive.” 

Juniors Kaitlyn Ulrich and 
Marina Kilkenny, are the team’s 
captains for the second year in a row. 
Both girls danced at nationals during 
their freshman and sophomore years. 

The team’s biggest fan and 
supporter is their new coach, Tiffany 
King. She filled the vacant position in 
December 2017, just before last year’s 
nationals. “This year I get to bring them 
to where I competed in college, and we 
get to work on two incredibly difficult 
routines that really showcase not only, 
you know, pretty faces and pom poms, 
but [rather] technique and what they’ve 
worked so hard for since they were 
five,” King said.

Performing at nationals requires 
high-energy and endurance. The team 
holds two practices and a 6 a.m. 
workout every week, and they are 

planning to add a third practice on the 
weekends. “We do a team mile on the 
track above the gym. We add drills to it 
like Indian runs and lunges,” Juchem 
said. Kilkenny described the workouts 
as, “a half-hour on the track and a 
half-hour in the weight room.” On top 
of practicing for nationals, the girls 
are rehearsing for half-time and spirit 
performances.

Due to the recent announcement 
about NCAA division changes, 
football is one of two remaining sports 
at LIU that showcase the dancers on 
the sidelines and during half-time. This 
will be the team’s last year competing 
in the open division which includes 
Divisions II and III and community 
colleges. In 2020, they will move up 
to Division I, going head-to-head with 
neighboring universities such as 
Hofstra, Stony Brook and St. John’s.  

The team members welcome the 
challenge, saying they can do anything 
if they do it together.  “I’ve never been 
closer with any other team I’ve been 
on,” Alexa Stefanidis, a sophomore 
team member, said. Ulrich agreed, 
saying, “I think it [the team] gives you a 
stable family that you have throughout 
your years at the school. So, you always 
have a friendship, and you get to do 
what you love [with them].” 

Kayla Braccio, a freshman team 
member, isn’t letting the division 
changes keep her down. She’s excited 
for her next three years on the team 
and is looking forward to welcoming 
new family members each year. “I think 
nationals will be a really nice reward 
for that [division changes]. Plus, we get 
to perform at Disney, and who doesn’t 
want to perform at Disney?” Kilkenny 
said. 


