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Eye Contact: the Value of 
Conversation

Women’s Soccer Coach 
Dismissed

Students Raise Money for 
Charitable Causes

After the women’s soccer team’s first 
Division I season came to an end, so did the 
tenure of their head coach, Eleri Earnshaw.  
         pg 12

Students in Dr. Nada Kobeissi’s business 
and society course are learning corporate 
social responsibility through a fundraising 
project, where they have the opportunity to 
fundraise for charities of their choice. 
    pg 6

A reception was held in the SAL Gallery 
to showcase Pauline Senemetis’ MA thesis 
titled “Eye Contact.”  pg 8

Students Share Opinions 
after Democratic Debate

An exit poll conducted at the close of the 
November 20 Democratic Debate revealed a 
glimpse into the voting minds of the student 
body.    pg 2

Promise Office Can’t Keep Promises, Students Say
BY JILLIAN MEHTA
STAFF WRITER

Theatre Program Named Top 30 in the Nation

Post’s theatre program was recognized by 
“OnStage Blog” as one of the top 30 college musical 
theatre programs in the country.

“OnStage Blog” is an online publication dedicated 
to promoting the art of theatre. The website was 
started by Chris Peterson in 2014 to cover theatre in 
his hometown, but has since expanded to cover the 
art internationally. 

Peterson chose to feature Post because of the 
quality of the program and its faculty.  

“For us, it was an easy choice to put LIU Post high 
on our lists once again. The selection of majors the 
school offers only enhances a students' versatility in 
entering these industries,” Peterson said. “Also, with 
LIU-Post 's top-notch faculty, students are receiving 
exactly the type of training they need. We feel that 
LIU-Post has quickly become a theatrical gem in New 
York."

Students agree that what truly makes the program 
outshine the rest is the dedication put in by staff. 

“Our professors specialize our experiences to give 
us the exact training we need and want. They give us 
hundreds of performing tools that we learn how to 
apply to ourselves,” Steele Whitney, a sophomore 
theatre major, said. “I can comfortably say that our 
training is unlike any other program in the entire 
country.”

The effort put in by students is also a central piece 
to the program. “I can’t say enough about how 
amazing our students are,” theatre professor David 
Hugo said. Hugo feels “grateful and blessed” to work 
with students who are so dedicated to what they do.

The theatre department also prides itself on having 
student involvement in all aspects of production.

BY DYLAN VALIC
FEATURES EDITOR

continued on page 12

continued on page 12

DYLAN VALIC

Fr. left, Lucy Sanci and Skylar Hicks rehearsing for 
the play “One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest”

Several success coaches from the Promise Office 
left the university this semester, leaving some of the 
students they had overseen confused and feeling 
helpless.  

Each student is assigned a success coach to ensure 
they have the right tools, guidance and support to 
achieve their academic goals. They are the student’s 
point of contact for everything from class registra-
tion, career guidance and financial aid up until they 
graduate. But, if a student’s coach changes regularly, 
some students say it becomes more of a nuisance 
than it’s worth. 

The Promise Office has a large and dynamic team 
of twenty professional staff members to support 
students, according to Ashley John, senior director 
of student engagement. “This semester, one success 
coach and one resident director left the university 
and we are actively searching for new candidates to 
fill these positions,” she said. 

Some students reported that their coach has 
changed several times over the years. Upperclassmen 
have had to reintroduce themselves, their academic 
history and future goals to their new promise coaches 
with each switch. 

Jacqueline Duncan, a junior business administra-
tion major is now on her second promise coach. 

JADA BUTLER

The Promise Office is located on the third floor of Hillwood 
Commons
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Students Share Opinions after Democratic Debate

BY SHANNON MILLER
NEWS & MANAGING EDITOR

The Pioneer hosted a Democratic Debate 
watch party in the End Zone on November 20, 
which gave students the opportunity to learn 
about the primary candidates still in play while 
also discussing the sociopolitical issues that 
concern them. An exit poll conducted at the 
close of the event revealed a glimpse into the 
voting minds of the student body.

Big-money adversary, Senator Bernie 
Sanders, was the top candidate for students 
prior to the start of the fifth debate, leaving 
Senators Elizabeth Warren and Kamala Harris 
tied with philanthropist, entrepreneur Andrew 
Yang for second place, according to the survey. 
Sixteen percent of students polled were 
uncertain of their top choice before the debate 
began.

After watching the debate, 58 percent of 
students still backed Sanders as their number 
one choice, while 23 percent changed their 
minds. Fifty percent of those who shifted their 
choice no longer supported Sanders, changing 
their votes over to Warren. Mayor Pete 
Buttigieg also grabbed himself a small percent-
age of the switch, along with former New York 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg, who didn’t 
participate but joined the race just days before 
the debate.

Although Sanders and Warren were the 
popular choice at the start and end of the 
debate, when it came down to choosing a 
candidate that can beat President Donald 
Trump in the 2020 election, Vice President Joe 
Biden swiped a few of their votes away. 
Sanders and Warren were tied as top nominee 
to go against the real estate tycoon turned 
president.

To better understand what a LIU student 
is looking for in their ideal president, students 
revealed their suggestions for a candidate 
that isn’t already in the race. Answers ranged 
from well-known cartoon characters such as 
Lisa Simpson all the way to more conceivable 
options such as Representative Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez and Governor Gary Johnson. 
Trump’s antithesis, Hillary Clinton, even 
earned herself a tally. Former H.U.D. Secretary 
Julian Castro who is still running but didn’t 
quite qualify for the debate, along with Texas 
Representative Beto O’Rourke who dropped 
out of the race early, also gained themselves a 
mention.

The candidates recommended by students 
may be a representation of what students vote 
with: their heart, gut, mind or wallet. The 
debate exit survey revealed that 35 percent of 
students polled narrow down their choice of 
candidate with their minds; they’ve paid at-
tention and done all the research they can to 
determine which one will best satisfy their 
individual goals. Thirty percent vote with their 

hearts or whichever one makes them feel most 
comfortable. Nineteen percent go with their 
gut decision after hearing the news and those 
around them, and 13 percent enter the voting 
booth to vote for the candidate that will best 
help their financial situation. Two percent said 
they don’t vote.

Heading to the polls on election day is 
important; it’s a constitutional right that 
initiates change. Social and political issues 
which concern the majority of college students 
have a tendency to become a tool that 
politicians use in a partisan government. 

Climate change was voted the number one 
stressor for students, just ahead of wage and 
race equality. The subject matter that received 
only one vote, but is discussed almost as often 
as environmental change, was gun control; a 
debate that O’Rourke passionately involved 
himself in after a gunman opened fire inside a 
Walmart in his hometown of El Paso, Texas.

Since Buttigieg surged into first place in 
the Iowa polls just two days before the debate, 
many in the media suspected he would be the 
night’s frontrunner; however, he fell under the 
radar. 

With wage and gender equality being the 
secondary voting issue amongst students, 
female candidates such as Kamala Harris, 
Amy Klobuchar and Tulsi Gabbard, should 
have polled better among students; even the 

debate was moderated by an all female panel. 
Warren was the only woman candidate to keep 
her head above the water. 

As of December 3, Harris pulled out of the 
race because she “can’t fund her own cam-
paign.” In other words, she’s not a billionaire 
like her opponents such as Tom Steyer and 
Bloomberg who poll at lower numbers but 
have the funding to remain in the race. But, 
she isn’t going anywhere anytime soon. Presi-
dent Trump mocked Harris’ exit in a tweet, to 
which she went back at him with, “I’ll see you 
at your trial.”

The next and sixth debate will be hosted by 
PBS NewsHour and Politico at UCLA in Los 
Angeles on December 19. Thus far, only six 
candidates meet the qualifying threshold.

JADA BUTLERSurvey results are based off of an exit poll conducted by the Pioneer during the Democratic Debate 
watch party in the End Zone

DYLAN VALIC

Students watching the debate in the End Zone
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Wednesday, Dec. 4

• Comedian Nore David| 6 p.m.
Come to Hillwood Cinema to check out this free 
comedy show presented by the Student Activities 
Board.

 
• Post Goes Greek! | 12:30 p.m.

Come to Hillwood’s lobby if you’re interested in 
fraternity and sorority life. Check out their new 
space, The Pavilion, and meet the greeks! 
Members of the Greek community are 
encouraged to wear letters!

 
Thursday, Dec. 5

• Annual Gingerbread Competition | 12:30 p.m.
Join the LIU Post Nutrition Club to show off 
your creativity and decorating skills. Event takes 
place in Life Science Room 337.

• Mansion Lighting | 4:45 p.m.
Countdown to the start of the holiday season at 
the Winnick Mansion lighting. Immediately 
following the ceremony, enjoy free holiday food, 
ice skating, music, build-a-bear and more in 
Hillwood Commons.

Friday, Dec. 6

• BSU Presents Movie Night | 4 p.m.
Come to Hillwood’s Gold Coast Cinema for the 
Black Student Union’s first ever movie night. 
Free popcorn and additional snacks for sale.

 

• Winter Dance Concert | 8:00 p.m.
The Post Concert Dance Company presents 
innovative and thoughtful new choreography by 
students and guest artists. Join the dancers as 
they celebrate the experience of bringing 
dynamic new dances to the stage. $15 GA, $12 
Seniors, $10 Students

 
• Spelling Bee-The Musical | 10:30 p.m

Come check out this musical in the Hillwood 
Cinema presented by ESTA.

 
Monday, Dec. 9

• Student Performance Convocation | 12:30 p.m.
Undergraduate and Graduate music majors per-
form classical instrumental and vocal pieces.

 
 
Tuesday, Dec. 10

• Exam Stress Relief Cookie Decorating | 4:30 p.m.
Take a break from studying and come to 
Winnick Student Center to relax by decorating 
some cookies.

 
Wednesday, Dec. 11
 
• Midnight Breakfast | 9:30 p.m.

Students can take a break from studying to enjoy 
a late-night breakfast, music, raffles and more at 
the Winnick Student Center.

   BOARD OF EDITORS

Send your feedback to: liupostpioneer@gmail.com

STAY CONNECTED

DISCLAIMER: The Pioneer ISSN 2471-4909 (print) is published weekly during the fall and spring academic semesters. All students are 
invited to join. Staff meetings are on Mondays at 12:30p.m. Contact The Pioneer at: The Pioneer, Hillwood Commons, room 201, Long 
Island University, LIU Post Campus, 720 Northern Boulevard, Brookville, New York,11548; liupostpioneer@gmail.com. Diverse views are 

presented in The Pioneer and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the editors or official policies of the university. 
Copyright © 2019 The Pioneer, All Rights Reserved. All materials in The Pioneer are protected by United States copyright law and may not 

be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, displayed, published or broadcast without prior written permission of The Pioneer.  

@liu_postpioneer

@liupostpioneer

LIU Post Pioneer

liupostpioneer.com

thepioneernews

Events this Week

The Pioneer

Jada Butler & Ashley Bowden
Co-Editor-In-Chief

Shannon Miller
News Editor

Managing Editor

Dylan Valic
Features Editor

Jack Georgis
Arts & Entertainment Editor

Online Editor
Newsletter Editor

Ida Ynner Lagerqvist
Sports Editor
Photo Editor

Amanda Desens
Assistant Photo Editor

Josie Rerecich
Copy Editor

Samantha Samant
Promotions Manager

Business Manager 

Christopher Sollenne
Circulation Manager

Jane Montalto
Illustrator

STAFF WRITERS
Jillian Mehta

Jennifer Chavez
Travis Fortounas
Alex Espinosa
Elise Person

Andrew Scarpaci

Subscribe to our 
newsletter. 

Get the news delivered to 
your inbox 

before it hits the stands!

Submit your emails to 

LIUPioneerNewsletter@gmail.com

See You Next Semester!
This is the Pioneer’s last issue of  the fall 2019 semester. Thank you for 

reading each week. We return to print on January 29, 2020.



4 The Pioneer LETTER
Co-Editor-in-Chief Says Farewell

Promise Office Can’t Keep Promises, Students Say

“Now having been without a success coach 
for almost a month, while I'm working on my 
schedule [for] next semester and study abroad 
plans, I have been meeting with various people 
in the promise office,” she said. 

While staff departures can be expected 
within any organization, John said the Promise 
office ensures that every student has a suc-
cess coach in the interim. “While a coach may 
change, our commitment to students and being 
there to support them does not,” John said.

The revolving door at the Promise Office has 
caused some incidents of students being misled 
about courses and majors which are no longer 
offered but are needed to graduate. 

Students lament that a lack of experience 
and knowledge among those positioned to 
guide them in the right direction has created 
unnecessary pressures and distractions dur-
ing a time that should be designated to school 
work and finals. 

“I have a new success coach but I have no 
way to set up an appointment with him since 
success coaches notoriously never answer 
emails, and he’s not on the website for making 
appointments online,” she said. 

“I'm switching my major and have a bunch 

of questions so I’m in a big, big situation here 
because I have to submit my nursing applica-
tion in the spring and I have questions about it 
and no one to ask.”  

New Promise staff members go through 
an extensive training program to teach about 
the university and their students, according to 
John. “We make sure our staff are qualified, 
trained, and ready to hit the ground,” she said. 
Yet some students turn to department chairs 
and directors for advice on scheduling, majors 
and credit evaluations.  

Graduation plans have also been affected for 
some. “If it wasn’t for my professors and de-
partment heads waiving classes and helping me 
with course substitutions, I don’t think I would 
have graduated on time,”  said Ashley Herkie, a 
senior digital design major. 

Charles Conover, director of the digital 
design department, has taken the time to sit 
down with students in his department to en-
sure they’re on the right track to graduation, 
according to Herkie. 

Being that Herkie is a transfer student, 
she has mainly dealt with enrollment services 
rather than the Promise Office, but her experi-
ence there has followed a similar pattern to 
that of the Promise Office. “I'm constantly be-
ing moved around by advisors and constantly 

have them tell me different things about what I 
need to graduate,” she said. 

Robyn Beeber, a senior childhood special 
education major, has had three promise coach-
es so far. “My old promise coach messed up 
some of my academic requirements causing me 
to take unnecessary classes that didn’t count 
toward my requirements,” she said. This added 
stress to her senior year and has made her aca-
demic planning more complicated.

While the Promise Office may seem like 
they’re experiencing some obstacles, they have 
added two part-time resident directors who are 
already forming connections with students in 
their residence halls, according to John. 

Also adding support to the Promise Office is 
Deirdre Moore, the former women’s basketball 
coach. John said she has joined Promise as 
director of HOPE Scholars and provides a new 
and added level of support to LIU students. 

When searching the campus website, liu.
edu/post, for a list of Promise coaches, the 
page could not be found. Students can visit the 
Promise Office on the third floor of Hillwood 
Commons, or email their coach to schedule 
appointments.

Dear readers,

It’s hard to believe that this is my final issue of the Pioneer. It has 
been an honor to report on and deliver campus news to the LIU Post 
community for the last three and a half years. If I’m being honest, it’s 
going to be hard to say goodbye to my amazing colleagues and friends 
that I’ve worked beside for so long. 

Working on the Pioneer throughout my college career helped me to 
foster my passion for writing and news reporting, and has also broad-
ened my social skills. I’ve met so many talented and exceptional people 
through interviews, I’ve worked alongside professionals in my field 
through invigorating summer internships and I even had the opportu-
nity to speak on a panel about student media at a national college media 
convention. 

There are so many fond memories of my time at the Pioneer to look 
back on, but what I will miss most are the hand cramps from writing too 
much, the countless hours of doing layout well into the early morning, 
and the sense of home I feel every time I step into our newsroom. The 
Pioneer is like a child to me, and along with the editorial board, staff 
writers and photographers, we are one giant family raising it together. A 
horrible metaphor, but it’s true. 

I want to leave you all with some advice. To my wonderful staff, first 
and foremost - thank you. Thank you for your dedication and persever-
ance to putting out an issue each week. Never stop chasing a story. You 
have the talent and the means of being the voice of LIU Post - don’t 
take it for granted, and do your duty justice. To our readers, keep be-
ing informed. On a campus where so much is changing and happening 
everyday, it’s important to pay attention. 

I hope you enjoy this last issue of the Pioneer this semester. It’s been 
fun. 

Sincerely,

Jada Butler
Co-Editor-in-Chief

NEWS

IDA YNNER LAGERQVIST

continued from page 1
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“In this department everyone does every-
thing,” Cara Gargano, chairperson of the de-
partment of theater, dance & arts management, 
said. “There are no stars and no divas; we are 
all here to support the work. Being an artist 
means putting ego aside and working to create 
something that changes peoples’ lives.”

Students in the program also have the op-
portunity to participate in shows outside of 
class as well. The Emerging Student Theatre 
Association (ESTA) is a student run organiza-
tion that puts on shows every semester. ESTA 
gives students a chance to direct, act and write 
in shows outside the normal curriculum. “This 
is a way that can put our art out there and 
share it with our community,” sophomore 
musical theatre major Shelly Dean said. “This 
is also a way for us to try other things besides 
acting. It is extremely useful to go out into the 
world and be able to direct, stage manage, or 
choreograph on top of acting.”

Despite receiving recognition, the theater 
program still faces problems such as low staff 
and a lack of space. Some feel that being recog-
nized contradicts how the university has been 
treating the department. 

“If we have the recognition, we should have 
the reward,” Whitney said. “Our faculty works 
way beyond class hours to make sure every stu-
dent is taken care of. They are here every single 
day of the week and often times the weekend

 as well. In a growing, succeeding program, we 
need a growing faculty, improving facilities, 
and honestly more respect from the university.”

Hugo agrees that lack of space and low staff 
are problems that need to be addressed, but 
believes the university does have the student’s 

best interest in mind. “I didn't get to Broadway 
by having negative thoughts,” he said. “I got to 
Broadway by believing in myself and believing 
that I could. And I believe that at this school 
too, that eventually we’ll get what we need, and 
the students will be supported more.”

NEWS

Theatre Program Named Top 30 in the Nation
continued from page 1

DYLAN VALIC

Fr. left, Thea Krause and Ashley Bowden rehearsing for the play, “One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest”

ADVERTISEMENT
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When stepping into the corporate world, 
there is more to it than just capitalizing on 
business ventures. There are also corporate 
social responsibilities, like donating portions 
of profits to charities. Students in Dr. Nada 
Kobeissi’s business and society course are 
learning this through a fundraising project, 
where they have the opportunity to fundraise 
for charities of their choice.

Dr. Kobeissi has been teaching this course 
for 15 years, and began the charity project 
seven years ago. She believes corporations 
need to “trade their current business model of 
stockholders’ profit maximization with a more 
enlightened business approach.” 

Phillip Lutz, an alumnus and one of Dr. Ko-
beissi’s former students, founded the Waridi 
Kenya Trust, an organization dedicated to 
helping disadvantaged families in Kenya. Since 
2015, students in the class have raised a total 
of $6,144 for the trust. 

This semester, Dr. Kobeissi allowed her 
students to fundraise for a charitable organiza-
tion of their choice. To help with this process, 
she used Global Giving, a website that allows 
users to find and donate to charity projects all 
around the world.

Dr. Kobeissi found a trend in what stu-
dents’ interests are and the organizations they 
choose. “I have a couple of student-athletes 
who selected to raise funds for a project in 
Haiti that focuses on teaching young kids edu-
cation and sport,” she said. “Others are choos-
ing projects that focus on the environment, or 
planting trees to combat global warming, 

etcetera.”
Jordan Goldsher, a senior business admin-

istration major, is fundraising for teamtrees.
org. “Their mission is to plant 20 million trees 
by January 2020,” he said. 

Goldsher initially felt nervous being as-
signed the project because he wasn’t sure if he 
could find a cause that would excite him. “We 
were given a specific website to look at 
different charities helping different causes, but 
there were thousands to choose from,” he said. 
Goldsher chose to donate to teamtrees.org 
because the environment, and the animals that 
live within it, are all suffering from 
deforestation.

Goldsher and his group sold cookies to help 
raise money for TeamTrees. Goldsher said he 
learned a lot through this fundraiser. “Work-
ing on this project has definitely opened my 
eyes when it comes to raising awareness for a 
cause that’s as wholehearted as this one,” he 
said. “All it takes is a little bit of effort and only 

$1 to help save the planet.”
Owen Gold, a freshman business manage-

ment major, raised money for the Lynn Sage 
Foundation, a charity dedicated to funding 
breast cancer research. Gold and his group do-
nated to the “Help Find a Cure for Breast Can-
cer” campaign, which aims to raise $100,000 
to fund a scholar’s breast cancer research.

Gold chose the Lynn Sage Foundation 
because his life was personally affected by 
breast cancer. “[I] was extremely interested in 
this organization because one of my childhood 
friends was a victim of breast cancer and un-
fortunately passed,” he said. “My mother also 
had breast cancer but was fortunately lucky 
enough to overcome it.”

Gold said it was interesting for the uni-
versity to center a project around charity. “It 
is nice to see community involvement being 
incorporated in our education,” he said. His 
group originally wanted to fundraise by giving 
out pink ribbons, the symbol for breast cancer 
awareness, to students on campus. However, 
they had trouble getting permission to host 
the event on campus, so instead, they decided 
to raise money by asking local businesses for 
donations. 

Student’s raising money for TeamTrees

Students Raise Money for Charitable Causes
BY ANDREW SCARPACI
STAFF WRITER

Newman Club Hosts First Christmas Formal

ANDREW SCARPACI

COURTESY OF  NADA KOBEISSI

Children in Kenya thanking Post students

With a new semester approaching, students 
may be interested in joining a new club or 
organization. One club students can consider 
joining is the Newman club. 

The Newman club is a Catholic student 
organization, allowing students to share their 
faith about God without judgement. 

The Newman club meets on Thursdays 
during common hour in Hillwood Commons, 

room 110. Board meetings take place on Mon-
day nights in the basement of the Interfaith 
Center chapel. The club also hosts prayer and 
adoration sessions on Tuesdays, and mass and 
fellowship every Sunday at 3 p.m. 

Michaela Fox, a senior theatre major and 
president of the club, believes that joining the 
Newman club has allowed her to make new 
friends through her faith.

“This club has become more than just a 
campus extracurricular activity to me,” Fox 
said. “It’s a place where I can connect with 
people of my faith, where we can come togeth-
er safely and speak without judgement about 
anything.” 

The Newman club will be hosting a chari-
table Christmas Formal dinner and dance on 
Friday Dec. 6 at 6 p.m. in the basement of the 
Interfaith Center chapel. All proceeds will be 
going to Saint Judes Children’s Hospital. Ad-
mission is $10 at the door or $7 if purchased in 
advance by Wednesday, Dec. 4, to the campus 
minister’s venmo @Govinda-Willard.

BY TRAVIS FORTOUNAS
STAFF WRITER

COURTESY OF MICHAELA FOX 

Members of the Newman Club
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It’s no secret that being a college student is 
stressful. Exams, homework and extracurricu-
lars can have a taxing effect on student wellbe-
ing. Students need an escape, something to 
get away from it all, perhaps to another world 
entirely. Luckily students now have that escape 
with the campus’s new Dungeons & Dragons 
club.

D&D is a fantasy tabletop roleplaying game 
where players make a character and enter a 
world of their creation. Players act as their 
character, setting apart the gameplay of D&D 
from a traditional tabletop game. Dungeon 
Masters (DM’s) create and oversee a story that 
the other players need to navigate through. The 
creativity and freedom involved in game en-
sures that no two games will ever be the same.

Matthew Lanza, a sophomore game de-
sign major, started the club so he could play 
D&D with friends, but was unprepared for the 
demand that such a club would bring. What 
originated as four friends playing together 
quickly increased to ten player party. The club 
currently meets on an unofficial basis, hosting 

games in rooms rented on campus, but Lanza 
wants the club to be officially recognized next 
semester. 

All students are welcome to join the club re-
gardless of their experience level. Lanza plans 
on hosting a “session zero” early next semester 
where students can learn how to play the game 
and create characters. 

Lanza also wants to emphasize freedom 
when hosting campaigns, rather than sticking 
to a strict by the book structure. This allows 
interested students to be able to DM and write 
their own stories. This loose structure also al-
lows for the DM to be switched out midgame, 
giving multiple students a chance to try out 
the role. The club will also allow homebrew, or 
custom content, to be used in games, as long as 
it is approved by the DM beforehand. 

The D&D club aims to create a space where 
students can relax and create unforgettable 
memories together. “We’ve had moments 
where our DM will just get up and act out what 
his character is doing in a very funny cartoon-
ish matter,” Lanza said. “It’s moments like that 
you can’t get anywhere else.”

The next D&D night will be held in Hill-
wood Commons room 109 on Thursday, Dec. 

5 at 5:30 p.m. Students with questions about 
the club or it’s activities can contact Matthew 
Lanza at Matthew.Lanza@my.liu.edu.

Matthew Lanza, president of the D&D Club

It’s that time of the year again, a time where 
family, friends and loved ones come together 

to celebrate the holidays. What better way to 
ring in the holiday season then by witnessing 
the lighting of the Rockefeller Christmas tree.

On Wednesday, Dec. 4, the 77-foot Norway 
spruce will be lit for the first time this year. 
Located at 45 Rockefeller Plaza, the tree will 
continue spreading holiday cheer until Jan. 
17, 2020 when it will be donated to Habitat for 
Humanity for use as lumber.

The annual event got its start in 1931, 
during the height of the Great Depression. 
Demolition workers at the Rockefeller Center 
construction site put their money together in 
order to buy a small Christmas tree. Two years 
later Rockefeller Center decided to put up their 
own tree, officially beginning the Christmas 
tradition.

Students are excited to be able to experience 
the tree lighting in person. 

“I am very excited to see the tree ceremony, 
I’ve never seen it in person because it’s al-
ways so crowded,” junior mathematics major, 
Charlotte Beshers, said. “I feel like it’s become 
a staple of American culture to see the lighting 
ceremony.”

Some students, such as sophomore game 
design major Matthew Lanza, feel that the 
lighting ceremony marks the beginning of the 
holiday season. “For me the lighting of the tree 
means that we can start celebrating Christ-
mas properly, I always find it crazy how some 
people just try to start celebrating it as soon as 

possible,” he said.
The tree isn’t the only thing to get excited 

about. Some students are looking forward to 
see how the city changes for the holidays as 
well. “The city really captures the Christmas 
spirit with all the lights, it’s just so much fun to 
see how much the city changes during the sea-
son,” senior psychology major, Maddie Titus, 
said. 

The tree lighting ceremony will also be 
broadcast on NBC on Wednesday, Dec. 4 at 8 
p.m. for anyone who wants to experience the 
event without being there in person.

BY DYLAN VALIC
FEATURES EDITOR

D&D Club Rolls on to Campus

BY ALEXANDER ESPINOSA
STAFF WRITER

The Holiday Season is About to Get Lit

DYLAN VALIC

EVENTBRITE.COM

The Rockefeller Tree lit up at Christmas time

ROCKEFELLERCENTER.COM

The first Rockefeller Tree lighting
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A reception was held in the SAL Gallery to 
showcase Pauline Senemetis’ MA thesis titled 
“Eye Contact” on Wednesday, Nov. 20. Sen-
emetis is a graduate student obtaining her MA 
in art photography in the fall 2019 semester.

The photos lined along the walls captured 
the moments of a conversation with people 
who are special to Senemetis. The top portion 
of each person’s face wasn’t pictured, a strat-
egy she purposefully designed. “I found that I 
responded more and more to the images that 
were not complete and went on to shoot with 
less restrictions,” Senemetis said.

The overall theme focused on the intimacy 
of a conversation in the absence of electronics 
and technology. “[It’s] breaking bread across 
the table with people that are important to you 
in your life and not having phones or anything 

that will interrupt your conversation,” Sen-
emetis said. “That doesn’t happen too often 
anymore. Those meals are the ones where you 
have the best conservations, and they happen 
few and far between.”

Sememetis’ intention was noticed by a few 
others who attended the reception as well, 
including Florence Kadri, a coworker of Sen-
emetis. “The part where we’re not seeing the 
full head or the eyes, it doesn’t take away, it 
actually pulls you in more,” Kadri said. “You 
feel the intimacy of the moment. You feel like 
you’re there on the table.”

Jodi Bernstein, a friend of Senemetis, 
agreed with Kadri. “Just the fact that people 
are communicating face to face without elec-
tronics. [It feels] very warm and intimate.”

Bernstein found particular joy in the piece 
depicting Sebenetis’s mother. “The one of her 
mom [is my favorite]. I think that speaks the 
loudest as far as people communicating with 

each other,” he said. 
Kadri, on the other hand, found a favorite in 

another piece. “I love the colors and the hands 
of photo number four. [It’s] so in the moment, 
the cup, the shirt, it’s just a beautiful composi-
tion,” Kadri said.

The composition of each piece varies from 
one photo to the other, but the underlying mes-
sage remains the same: it’s important to value 
the conversations one has with another person 
without the pressure and presence of technol-
ogy. 

“In this time of fast food, drive-throughs, 
over scheduled agendas and cell phone notifi-
cations, I find sitting around a table breaking 
bread with friends and family in the absence of 
electronic devices is where real connections are 
made, problems are solved, deep discussions 
are had, worries are settled, ideas are ex-
changed, deep belly laughs prevail, and healing 
of the soul occurs,” Senemetis said.

Eye Contact: The Value of Conversation

ADVERTISEMENT

BY JENNIFER CHAVEZ
STAFF WRITER

JENNIFER CHAVEZ

Pauline Senemetis standing in front of her work
JENNIFER CHAVEZ

A painting by Pauline Senemetis
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Sudoku Ken Ken

COMIC BY JANE MONTALTO

Sudoku #7157

4 2 5 6 9

8 1

7 3 8

8 3 7

4 2 8 6

8 7 9 1 3

5 2 6 3

This sudoku was generated free at PrintableSudoku.com

PRINTABLESUDOKU.COMDIFFICULTY LEVEL: INSANE DIFFICULTY LEVEL: EASY PUZZLESANDBRAINS.COM

The grid is divided into nine blocks, each containing nine squares. The
rules of the game are simple: each of the nine blocks must contain all of
the numbers 1-9 within its squares. Each number can only appear once
in any row, column, or box.

Test your skills and upload your finished puzzle to social media and tag
The Pioneer!
Instagram: liu_postpioneer
Twitter: @liupostpioneer

copyright:    www.puzzlesandbrains.com

6 by 6 MathDoku (Easy no. 33 and 34)

and

0606 MathDoku Easy 33

0606 MathDoku Easy 34

Fill the grid with the numbers 1 to 6 in such that each number appears only 
once in each row and column. the MathDoku grid is also divided in  outlined 
regions called cages each with a given operator and target number. The numbers 
in the individual cells of a cage must produce that target number using the 
operator in a mathematical calculation.

24×

21+

18+200×6×

5÷

5÷ 2÷

12×

7+ 3÷

6÷

3÷

6÷1−

7+

9+

11+

2÷

15× 480×

11+

4×

10+

3÷

1−6÷

10×

12×

This game combines Sudoku and math. Fill the grid with the numbers 1
to 6 such that they only appear once in each column and row, and that
they answer the math equation in each of the marked sections.

Test your skills and upload your finished puzzle to social media and tag
The Pioneer!

Instagram: liu_postpioneer
Twitter: @liupostpioneer
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Restaurant
  & Pizzeria

“3           Rating” 

Authentic Italian

A.N.D. ABEETZA NEXT DOOR

TAKE - OUT
CATERING 
DELIVERY

 10%
DISCOUNT
with Post ID
Eat-in or take-out only 

82-08 Glen Cove 
Road - Greenvale
www.abeetza.com

(516) 484-3123
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Join the Pioneer Team 
for Spring 2020!

Available positions include…
Staff writers

Layout managers
Business management team

Social media manager
Photographers

And more!

Reach out to LIUPostPioneer@gmail.com for 
more information.

Build your portfolio and your résumé! Students 
can enroll in JOU 41 and earn 3 credits.

Be the voice of LIU Post. Share the 
facts with your campus community.

The football team wrapped up 
their first season as a Division I 
program with a 10-24 loss against 
Merrimack College on Saturday, 
Nov. 23. 

The Merrimack Warriors, who 
also played in Division II last year, 
came into the game looking to 
avoid their fifth consecutive loss 
while the Sharks looked to avoid a 
winless season. 

The Warriors scored first. To-
wards the end of the first quarter, 
with a 7-yard pass, they took the 
lead. Their kicker Corey Resnedes 
converted on a 36-yard field goal 
to extend the Warriors lead to 
0-10. At the end of the second 
quarter, Merrimack scored an-
other touchdown on a long drive 
and the Sharks left the field at 
halftime, down 0-17.

Halfway through the third 
quarter, Head Coach Bryan 
Collins subbed out quarterback 
Jacob Cheshire and brought in 
freshman Camden Orth. On the 
first play of the fourth quarter, 
Orth found Jake Bofshever for a 
32-yard touchdown completion. 
On their next drive, Sharks’ kicker 
Briant DeFelice knocked through 
the 38-yard field goal, cutting 
Merrimack’s lead to seven points. 

But the Sharks did not man-
age to get any closer. Instead, the 
Warriors extended their lead by 

scoring a touchdown with just 
over 5 minutes left on the clock, 
making the final score 10-24.

Despite finishing their first 
Division I season with an 0-10 
record, Coach Collins sees the 
positive aspects with his team’s 
performance. He thinks they 
played multiple competitive 
games during the season and that 
his younger players were impres-
sive. “We had many freshmen that 
came in and competed against 
top players in the conference,” he 
said.  

The end of the season also 
marks the end of some players 
collegiate careers. Coach Collins 
said he will miss his talented 

senior class, a class who con-
tributed to both the Pioneer and 
Sharks programs. “They had two 
undefeated seasons, two cham-
pionships and appeared in the 
NCAA Playoffs twice [as Pio-
neers]. They also ushered us into 
the Division I world,” he said. “I 
am grateful for having them in our 
program.”

One player from the senior 
class, business graduate student 
Abel Joseph, is thankful for his 
college experience at Post. Joseph 
said he made life-long friendships, 
learned to take responsibility to 
always put the team before him-
self. “This has been the best five 
years of my life,” he said. 

Looking forward, Coach Collins 
is optimistic about the future and 
plans to continue to build on the 
positives and eliminate the 
negatives for next season. 

To be able to compete with the 
other conference teams in 
following years, Coach Collins said 
they will keep bringing in quality 
student-athletes, keep supporting 
them with strength and 
conditioning programs and add 
depth to the roster. 

“Entering a new level of foot-
ball and a new conference is a 
process,” he said. “But we believe 
in building this Division I team.” 

Football Falls in Last Game of Winless Season

ADVERTISEMENT

IDA YNNER LAGERQVIST

BY ANDREW SCARPACI
STAFF WRITER

The football team at Homecoming
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Upcoming 
Schedule 

Game 
Results

Wrestling 

Friday, Dec. 6 @ 12 p.m.
at George Mason University

Fairfax, Va.

Friday, Dec. 6 @ 1 p.m.
vs Gardner-Webb University

Fairfax, Va.

Friday, Dec. 6 @ 2 p.m.
vs Davidson College

Fairfax, Va.

Friday, Dec. 6 @ 3 p.m.
vs Virginia Military Institute

Fairfax, Va.

Ice Hockey

Friday, Dec. 6 @ 3 p.m.
vs Franklin Pierce University

Syosset, N.Y.

Saturday, Dec. 7 @ 4.15 p.m.
vs Franklin Pierce University

East Meadown, N.Y.

Men’s Basketball

Saturday, Dec. 7 @ 1 p.m.
vs Army West Point

West Point, N.Y.

Women’s Basketball 

Wednesday, Dec. 4 @ 5 p.m.
vs Army West Point

West Point, N.Y.

Sunday, Dec. 8 @ 2 p.m.
vs University of Massachusetts 

Lowell
Lowell, MA

Bowling 

Saturday-Sunday, Dec. 7-8 
Northeast Conference

Northeast Conference Meet 
No. 2

York, Pa.

Women’s Basketball

Wednesday, Nov. 27
vs Stony Brook University

Brooklyn, N.Y.
L 49-80

Saturday, Nov. 30
vs Hofstra University

Brooklyn, N.Y.
W 85-46

Record: 1-6

Men’s Basketball

Thursday, Nov. 28
vs University of North Florida

Las Vegas Invitational
Las Vegas, Nev.

L 92-95

Friday, Nov. 29
vs Cal Poly

Las Vegas Invitational
Las Vegas, Nev.

W 82-69

Record: 2-6

Ice Hockey 

Friday, Nov. 29
vs Sacred Heart University

Shelton, Conn.
L 1-2

Record: 4-9

Football

Saturday, Nov. 23
vs. Merrimack College

Brookville, N.Y.
L 10-24

IDA YNNER LAGERQVIST

SPORTS
Women’s Soccer Head Coach Dismissed

Members of the women’s soccer team were informed of Earnshaw’s dismissal after a mandatory 
meeting with Athletic Director Bill Martinov and Deputy Athletic Director Lloyd Ribner

After the women’s soccer team’s first 
Division I season came to an end, so 
did the tenure of their head coach, Eleri 
Earnshaw. Earnshaw, who was head 
coach for the Blackbirds since February 
2017 prior to the athletic department 
merger, was dismissed from her position 
on November 11 effective immediately. 

Members of the soccer team received 
an email from Athletic Director William 
Martinov via his administrative assistant 
Debra Roselle at 3:25 p.m. on November 
11. The email notified the players of a 
mandatory meeting to be held that day 
at 4:30 p.m. at the Gold Coast Cinema in 
Hillwood Commons.

When the student athletes arrived at 

the meeting, they were met with 
Martinov and Deputy Director of 
Athletics, Lloyd Ribner. According to 
several athletes, Martinov and Ribner 
announced that Earnshaw had been laid 
off effective immediately. 

The athletes were told there were 
“multiple reasons” for Earnshaw’s 
dismissal and that a national search is 
being conducted for a new head coach, 
which they hope to find by the start of 
the spring semester. 

Earnshaw’s coach profile was 
removed from the athletics website, 
liuathletics.com. The page now reads “to 
be determined.”

The Pioneer reached out to the 
athletic department’s director of athletic 
media relations, Casey Schermick, on 
Friday, Nov. 22 to request an interview 
with Martinov. Schermick forwarded the 
request to Martinov, but no response 
was given. 

A follow up to the request was made 
on Tuesday, Nov. 26, and Schermick 
asked for a list of questions via email, 
though he said matters of personnel 
would not be discussed. The Pioneer 
then offered to conduct a phone inter-
view regarding the new leadership 
direction, but was denied. 

A final follow up was made on 
Monday, Dec. 2, and Schermick 
informed the Pioneer that there were 
new media policies from the administra-
tion and that they wouldn’t be able to 
give a response by the deadline. 
Schermick could not provide the new 
policies in writing when asked.

The Pioneer also reached out to 
Earnshaw on two occasions from 
December 2 to December 3, but did not 
receive a response. The story is ongoing. 

LIUATHLETICS.COM

BY IDA YNNER LAGERQVIST, ELISE PERSON & JADA BUTLER

PHOTO & SPORTS EDITOR, STAFF WRITER, CO-EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Eleri Earnshaw, former Blackbirds women’s 
soccer coach, was dismissed after one seaon of 
coaching the Sharks


