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Michael Berthel, the executive
dean of students, was promoted to
chief of student affairs and alumni

engagement.

At 7:30 p.m. on Friday, Oct 9, over
40 Post students were setting up
music stands, assembling instrume

nts The outside of the Pratt Recreation Center
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BY ANDREW SCARPACI & DYLAN VALIC
SPORTS EDITOR, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Editor’s Note - The Pioneer has
chosen to keep statements given to
us by athletes anonymous out of
respect for their privacy.

‘ At least 14 students have tested

| positive for COVID-19 due to off
campus gatherings attended by
several members of various ath-
letic teams, according to an email
from Chief of Student Affairs and
Alumni Engagement Michael Ber-
thel on Sunday, Oct. 11.

The affected students and
individuals who they were in close
contact with are required to quar-
antine for two weeks. Anyone who
is in a class with a student who
tested positive has been notified,
according to the email. The email
also states that the university will
be disinfecting all impacted areas,
but does not specify what areas on

The Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) is urging
people to get their flu vaccinations
this year.
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COVID Alert N

lew York State Departmen
of Health

A

New York Gov. Cuomo and New Jer-
sey’s Gov. Murphy launched the COVID
Alert NY application on Thursday, Oct.

1. pg 12

GET

Wednesday, October 14

campus have been affected.

The university shared the email
with students and staff when they
became aware that off campus
gatherings had occurred, according
to Berthel.

“The University immediately
coordinated its response with
the Department of Health. We
are working in close cooperation
with the Department of Health on
contact tracing in accordance with
their Contact Tracing Program,
and notifying all students and fac-
ulty who are in classes with these
individuals,” Berthel said. “Anyone
who had been in contact with these
students would have been notified
by this point.”

The incident comes soon after
the NEC announced winter athlet-
ics we’re supposed to start on time
on Nov. 25.

On Saturday, Oct. 10, 11 posi-
tive cases were reported on the
universities COVID-19 dashboard,

www.liupostpioneer.com

DYLAN VALIC

bringing the total number of re-
ported cases for the two week from
Sept. 27 to Oct. 10 to 19. On Sun-
day, Oct. 11 a new two week period
that will last until Friday, Oct. 23
began, with a total of 13 positive
cases being reported thus far. It

is unclear how many cases are di-
rectly related to the gatherings.

All athletics have been paused
for one week, and several athletic
teams are currently quarantining
as precautionary measures, ac-
cording to Berthel.

One student athlete of a team
not involved in this incident was
upset because their practices have
been cancelled for at least a week.

“Everyone has been working
super hard to be able to practice
again, and because of a party it’s
all on hold again,” they said. “None
of us even heard of a party or
anything and then next thing you
know it’s shut down.”

The university currently has

continued on page 2
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Off Campus Gatherings Spark COVID-19 Outbreak

COVID-15 DASHBOARD FOR POSITIVE CASES

Tiwo-Week Period:
October 10-
Qctober 23,2020

Reported
Today

October
13,2020

Brookiyn 0 0
Post 0 13
Hudson 0 0
Brentwood 0 0

Riverhead 0 0

DYLAN VALIC
The university COVID-19 Dashboard

continued from page 1

85 students in quarantine, and 39 out of the
available 50 quarantine rooms are currently in
use, according to the New York State COVID-19
Report Card website.

Some athletes are afraid to speak out about
the situation, fearing possible negative conse-
quences.

“Athletes are being quiet about this incident
in fear of negative repercussions from the ath-
letic department,” one athlete said. “Although
their information could be the difference be-
tween life and death to students with underly-
ing health conditions.”

Disciplinary action against the students
who attended the gatherings is being consid-
ered, according to Berthel. No details about
what consequences may occur are known at the
moment.

Some students, such as senior psychology
major Nicole Ludwig, feel that the university
needs to do a better job with enforcing social
distancing guidelines on campus.

“The school needs to do more than send

on Campus

text messages and emails to enforce social
distancing guidelines,” Ludwig said. “I've seen
so many students walking around with their
masks either below their noses or completely
off without any consequences, and have even
seen giant groups of friends eating together.”

In his email to the community, Berthel
urged the student body to follow the univer-
sity’s social distancing guidelines.

“I understand that this pandemic has re-
quired sacrifice and you yearn for the social and
emotional connection that has become synony-
mous with your LIU experience. We want that
for you too,” the email stated. “However, the
stakes are too high and we cannot take chances.
Remain vigilant, renew your commitment to
keeping yourself and our community safe, and
act in a manner that demonstrates a genuine
concern for your peers, your faculty, and your
loved ones.”

Berthel would like to see the university have
no new cases, which is something that can only
be possible if students follow the universities
COVID-19 guidelines.

“LIU will continue to respond immediately
to positive cases when or if they occur. The pos-
itive test rate on campus is below county and
state levels, but the university goal is to have
zero cases,” he said. “All members of the LIU
community are reminded to adhere very closely
to LIU’s health guidelines: wear a face covering
at all times when in public spaces on campus;
practice physical distancing, do not gather in
large groups; complete the daily health check-
in; wash your hands regularly; stay home when
you're sick and seek immediate medical atten-
tion if you're experiencing COVID-19 symp-
toms.”

Senior psychology major Sarah Ren, feels
that while the university has done a good job
regarding their COVID-19 protocols, the uni-
versity’s dashboard does not provide enough
information to keep the campus community
informed.

Ren would like to see the dashboard include
the total number of cases the campus has ex-
perienced since the beginning of the semester.
She feels that only showing positive cases from
a two week period makes the situation appear
less serious then it might otherwise be if the
total number of cases were shown, and that
students would be less likely to break social dis-
tancing guidelines if they had all of the relevent
information.

Senior broadcasting major, Matthew Valen-
tino thinks that the behavior displayed by some
students is unfair to commuting students who
have to put their families at risk.

“Now the students who commute and have
to come on campus, but also be around their

parents, or possibly grandparents, are putting
themselves at risk, and everyone else around
them at risk as well,” he said. “All because these
kids want to have their college experience.”
Ludwig understands that the students who
attended the gatherings most likely wanted to
have a normal college experience, but thinks
that what they did was reckless and dangerous.
“I think it’s very selfish to be trying to go to
a party right now. I know so many people feel
robbed of their college experience, and I can
empathize with that, but your college experi-
ence isn’t going to mean as much to you if
you find out someone you love has died from
covid,” she said. “And the longer we refuse to
follow guidelines, the longer it’ll take for things
to return to normal. To not follow the rules is
to openly admit that you do not care about the
safety of yourself or other people, and I don’t
have any respect for that.”
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Students React To Vice Presidential Debate

BY DANTE DELLAPORTA
STAFF WRITER

The first and only Vice Presidential debate
of the 2020 election year, took place on Oct. 7,
at Kingsbury Hall, in Salt Lake City, Utah.

California Senator Kamala Harris and Vice
President Mike Pence discussed several major
topics, including a COVID-19 vaccine, the state
of the American economy, as well as the Trump
administration’s handling of the pandemic, and
by extension, it’s global ramifications.

Pence claimed that the current president
Donald Trump and his administration will have
a coronavirus vaccine ready to be adminis-
tered by the end of the year. Pence repeatedly
assured the viewers that not only will a coro-
navirus vaccine be administered before Jan.
2021, but that the United States military will be
administering the vaccine.

Pence said that the Trump administration
has been in contact with several developers of
a COVID-19 vaccine and has “five companies in
stage three of a clinical trial ... and we’re right
now producing tens of millions of doses.”

The Trump campaign has set out another
promise to the American people, assuring them
that a vaccine will be available before the year
is over.

In contrast to Vice President Pence’s re-
marks, Harris told viewers how “whatever the
Vice President is claiming the administration
has done, clearly hasn’t worked.” Harris cited
the 210,000 deaths the coronavirus has taken,
in addition to the fact the Trump adminis-
tration knew the deadliness and potential of
COVID-109.

When asked why the administration act
didn’t sooner, Pence said “the president wanted

people to remain calm.”

Harris’ rebuttal to Pence was asking the
American people to remember how calm they
were upon the discovery of what the coronavi-
rus and its ramifications meant for their lives.

USA Today journalist Susan Page reminded
candidates that the unemployed rate is cur-
rently 7.9%, and 11 million jobs that existed in
the beginning of the year, have yet to return. In
order to combat this, the Biden-Harris cam-
paign has promised to raise taxes on those who
make more than $400,000 a year, generating
four trillion dollars, in potential government
spending. According to many economists, this
move can curb entrepreneurial ventures that
fuel growth and overall weaken the regrowth
of the economy in a post-coronavirus world.
When asked to elaborate on the four trillion
dollar tax raise, Harris said “Joe Biden thinks
[the economy] is about investing in the people
of our country.”

While maneuvering around the core ques-
tion, Harris pledged that her and Biden’s
campaign will cut student debt for those who
come from a family earning less than $125,000
a year, by $10,000. Harris said the same people
who fall in the aforementioned income bracket,
will be able to attend public university for free.
Discussing the future of our economy, Harris
and Pence went back and forth over Biden’s
promise to repeal the Trump administration’s
tax cut. According to Pence, this tax cut gave
the average working family $2,000 in a tax cut.
Despite this, Harris reassured voters that Joe
Biden will not raise taxes on those who make
under $400,000 a year. Harris also said that

Biden will not end fracking.

Both candidates frequently led viewers
off-track from the initial question being asked.
Many times, throughout the debate, the candi-
dates back-tracked their thoughts and harped
on previously discussed issues ad nauseum.

While there were interruptions and false
claims made during the debate, the public did
not react as negatively to the vice presiden-
tial debate compared to the first presidential
debate.

Post students wanted the debate to ask more
specific questions to the candidates.

“I would have liked the moderator to ask
more questions on each topic to ensure a more
in depth response on each topic,” Allison Mon-
tefusco, a senior public relations major, said.

This does raise questions on whether or not
the structure of the debate should change.

“I think each person should get a certain
amount of uninterrupted time to talk, then the
other, afterwards, they respond to what the
other said once both candidates finish stating
their points,” Justin Finn, a freshman business
major said.

Many viewers find it frustrating that can-
didates only have two (usually interrupted)
minutes to discuss their views and policies on
the topic in question. These questions are al-
most always full of nuance and complex layers
of understanding, and explaining your solution
in two minutes is impossible. It almost seems
as if the debate is purposely designed this way
to limit a proper verbal dialogue. No changes to
the debate style currently used are being made
currently.

BY CHRIS SMITH
STAFF WRITER

White house officials announced on Oct.

2 President Donald Trump contracted CO-
VID-19. Following the announcement, Trump
was transferred to the Walter Reed National
Military Medical Center by helicopter.

It was confirmed that Trump was aboard
a plane with his aide Hope Hicks, who had
already tested positive.

After news of his diagnosis broke, Trump
received support from members from both
political parties.

The democratic nominee for President, and
former Vice President Joe Biden tweeted out in
support.

“Jill and I send our thoughts to President
Trump and First Lady Melania Trump for a
swift recovery. We will continue to pray for the
health and safety of the President and his fam-
ily”, he wrote.

News of the diagnosis also received criticism
due to Trump’s downplaying of the severity of
the coronavirus and effectiveness of wearing
masks. During the Presidential debate on Sept.
29, Trump mocked candidate Biden for wear-
ing masks, a practice recommended by Center
for Disease Control officials.

“I don’t wear masks like him,” Trump said.
“Every time you see him, he’s got a mask. He
could be speaking 200 feet away from it, and
he shows up with the biggest mask I've seen.”

Junior public relations major Allison Mon-
tefusco wasn’t surprised when she saw the
news.

“When I first heard he had COVID I really
wasn’t surprised,” she said. “ He didn’t follow
the doctors orders to protect himself or others
around him, so in a way it was bound to hap-
pen at some point.”

Donald Trump Contracts COVID-19

Senior arts management major Brianna
Saverino agreed with Montefusco.

“I'm not one of those people that was like
‘finally’ but honestly karma works in mysteri-
ous ways and Trump contracting COVID is
really just a smidge of his own medicine that he
unleashed on America,” Saverino said.

Trump has since left the hospital and begun
making public appearances again with elec-
tion pressures ramping up. He’s claimed an
asymptomatic response to the virus and at this
point in time, doctors expect Trump to fully
recover; although his last positive test remains
unknown to the public.
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Michael Berthel Promoted To Chief Of Student
Affairs And Alumni Engagement

BY DYLAN VALIC
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Michael Berthel, the executive dean of stu-
dents, was promoted to chief of student affairs
and alumni engagement.

Berthel has previously served as associate
dean of students and director of campus life,
dean of students and executive dean of stu-
dents. This semester marks Berthel’s eighth
academic year at Post; he also has over 12 years
of experience working for student affairs on
campuses in Long Island.

“I appreciate every opportunity I have had
at LIU,” Berthel said. “It is truly a remarkable
institution and I am so proud of all that we
have accomplished over the last few years.”

Berthel will be working with both the cam-
pus and alumni communities to provide a qual-
ity experience for members of the university.

“In this new role, I will continue to support
students and ensure they have an exceptional
experience as a member of Shark Nation,”

Berthel said. “I will also have the chance
to work with our 230,000+ alumni commu-
nity. More specifically, I will oversee the areas
of Student Affairs, LIU Promise, Enrollment
Services, Learning Centers and Alumni and
Employer Engagement.”

Berthel is excited to take on his new position
and help the campus community.

“As corny as it may sound, I truly love com-
ing to work every day,” he said. “Each day is
different and is an opportunity to help our
students, advance the university, and enhance
the overall Shark Nation experience.”

Berthel wants students to remember that
they are always welcome to speak to him if they
need anything. Berthel can be found in Hill-
wood Commons room 100, and can be reached
at 516-299-1200 or deanofstudents@liu.edu.

Courtesy of Michael Berthel

Wind Ensemble Adapts To Rehearsals During a

BY ZACH TABER
STAFF WRITER

With the ongoing issue of Covid-19, every-
thing from sports programs to theatre groups
have had to make adjustments in order to
ensure students’ safety. One such group is the
Wind Ensemble, who have faced special chal-
lenges in resuming their rehearsals as students
have returned to campus.

The students and faculty of Wind Ensemble
are no strangers to needing to adapt when it
comes to the coronavirus, after dealing exten-
sively with this issue last spring when campus
was shut down. “Due to Zoom’s latency, it is
impossible to play in time with each other” ex-
plained instrument performance music major
(clarinet), Jacklyn Smith. “Instead, we spent
the rest of the spring semester working on spe-
cial projects,” said Smith.

Professor James McRoy, director of Wind
Ensemble ensured the group was still able to
make the most out of virtual learning. “We did
a variety of different things,” said McRoy, “at
the time we were working with a lot of music by
composer Brian Balmages - preparing for our
annual Band Festival when he would have been
with us. In March-April, we did a deep dive on
some of that music and did some analysis and
other exploration.”

In spite of their successful handling of the
remote spring semester, students and faculty
alike were grateful to be returning to in-person
rehearsals. “After not having in-person re-

Pandemic

hearsals since early March, coming back to
that environment is something I've really been
looking forward to throughout these past few
months” said Smith. This semester however,
rehearsals will function differently than they
ever have before, in order to ensure the group’s
safety.

“We rehearse all spread out, six-plus feet
apart. Percussionists wear gloves. Everyone has
to use their own music stand. I wear a head-
set wireless mic broadcast through a speaker
so everyone can hear me through my mask,”
explained McRoy.

Wind Ensemble has also had to deal with
the added challenge of having woodwind and
brass players, whose instruments require air
flow in order to be played. Smith spoke about
how these instrumentalists have found ways to
play their instruments in a safe manner: “We
made masks with a slit [so the mouthpiece fits
through], and bell covers to further decrease
the risk of contamination.”

Even with masks, social distancing, gloves,
and coverings on their instruments, Wind
Ensemble has taken additional precautions to
prevent the spread of the coronavirus in their
rehearsal space. “We rehearse for a period
of time, then take a break for the air in our
rehearsal hall to clean and change, then we re-
turn to continue to rehearse. There was a lot of
scientific research done over the summer at the

University of Colorado that we learned from on
how to continue to make music in this environ-
ment,” explained McRoy, “It’s different, but it’s
working.”

Now, the group is looking forward to what
lays ahead for the remainder of the semes-
ter, including some virtual performances and
events. “Right now, my plan is to record a
performance in our rehearsal hall toward the
middle of November - before Thanksgiving.
We will then broadcast that via Zoom at a later
date along with some interviews of students
and perhaps some of the composers whose
music we are preparing” said McRoy. This fore-
sight and hardwork Professor McRoy has been
putting into the group has not gone unappreci-
ated by the students in the ensemble “[He] has
worked extremely hard to ensure we have a
wonderful and safe semester” said Smith.

With a successful method of holding safe
rehearsals in place and some virtual events on
the horizon, Wind Ensemble is excited for the
rest of their semester of making music to-
gether, even if it’s done from six feet apart. “In
rehearsal we talk openly about how great it is
to be together doing what we love, and we also
share openly what a challenge it is to do that in
this environment. The key is to embrace it and
not fight it. Turn every challenge into an oppor-
tunity to learn and grow,” said McRoy.
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The Marching band practicing

BY ZACH TABER
STAFF WRITER

At 7:30 p.m. on Friday, Oct 9, over 40 Post
students were setting up music stands, assem-
bling instruments, and clipping headlamps
over baseball caps in an empty parking lot. The
members of marching band hadn’t been able
to make music together for over six months,
but on Oct 9, under the dim lighting of street
lamps and car headlights, the night came alive
with the sound of the group’s first rehearsal this
semester.

“It means a lot to me to be back in a rehearsing
group of band members,” Sarah Gordon-
Macey, a freshman musical theatre major and
flutist with the Marching Band, said. Macey’s
sentiments were echoed by the rest of

BY SAM UEBEL
STAFF WRITER

“Saturday Night Live” returned for its
46 season on Oct. 3. Chris Rock hosted the
show, it’s first in nearly six months due to the
coronavirus pandemic.

Coming live from Studio 8H, in NBC’s
Rockefeller Center Headquarters in Manhattan,
the show followed visible guidelines due to the
virus. All audience members had to undergo
a series of questions regarding whether or not
they had been in contact with COVID, had their
temperature taken, and took a rapid COVID
test. New guidelines set by New York State also
mandated that audience members be “casted,”
meaning if you could get your hands on tickets,
you also got paid.

Sean Ludwig, a freelance writer who
attended the premiere of SNL on Oct. 3 said
that he and his friends each received a check
for $150 when the show was over.

The main topic for the show’s first episode-
the Trump-Biden first presidential debate. Alec
Baldwin continued his role as President Donald
Trump, and Jim Carrey made his debut as
former Vice President Joe Biden.

The Marching band practicing Zach Taber
the band, as the group was teeming with the
excitement of being able to play together again.

“Marching Band for me means being able
to return to another creative outlet in making
music and having fun with the people I got to
get closer with last year,” Hannah Winston, a
sophomore musical theatre major and drum
player in the Marching Band, said.

For returning members like Winston,
they’ve been looking forward to being back with
their bandmates for months now. Like most
school activities, Marching Band was shut down
in March with the closure of campus. Still, the
group has made strong efforts to maintain their
sense of ensemble in spite of the pandemic.

“Over quarantine, we would continue
communicating in our own group chat and find
free days to zoom all together and catch up,”
Winston said. “We’ve also been keeping up with

posting content on our social media pages.”

Even though classes have resumed,
Marching Band has faced unique challenges in
navigating how they can safely rehearse during
a pandemic.

“It’s been challenging to find the right
space and time, and to be able to make music
safely,” Winston said. In order to ensure safety,
Marching Band rehearsed outside and spaced
12 feet apart from one another, which added
another layer of difficulty to the group’s ability
to play together.

“As instrumentalists, it’s a lot easier to play
when we are closer to our other bandmates, just
so that we can hear them,” Macey said. In order
to remedy this, the drum majors used a speaker
system, and whistles to communicate with the
group while they’re spaced far apart. This has
allowed the group to successfully play together
in spite of social distancing.

With rehearsals successfully underway
again, the group has also enjoyed the return of
their supportive, fun-loving dynamic.

“As soon as I joined the band, I could
definitely tell that they are a very close-knit
group which I'm looking forward to being a
part of,” said Macey. As for returning members,
they’re just as excited to be back and making
music together.

“I'm happy to be making music again
with the family we created last year as well as
welcoming new members into the family,” said
Winston.

SATURDAY

Beck Bennett played moderator Chris
Wallace from Fox News. Throughout the night
SNL poked fun at President Trump’s recent
corona diagnosis. Host, Chris Rock, addressed
the “elephant in the room.”“President Trump’s
in the hospital, from Covid,” he said, “and I just
want to say, my heart goes out to Covid.”

Senior education major, Olivia Ali, said
she enjoyed the show. “Making politics into
comedy, I loved it.”

Musical guest Meg Thee Stallion, used her
performance time to highlight the importance
of black women.

Stallion told the audience, “We need to

NIGHT

Courtesy of NBC Universal

protect our Black women and love our
Black women because at the end of the day,
we need our Black women. We need to protect
our Black men and stand up for our Black men
because at the end of the day, we’re tired of
seeing hashtags of our Black men.”

The show ended with Kate Mckinnon in
the audience, dressed as Ruth Bader Ginsburg.
With her hand to her heart, Mckinnon bowed
her head and the screen displayed the words
“Rest in Power.”

Saturday Night Live is expected to air at
Least four more live episodes throughout the
month of October.
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Student volenteers working at the Flu Shot drive
BY SOPHIE QUINONES
STAFF WRITER

The Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC) is urging people to get their flu
vaccinations this year. With the ongoing threat
of COVID-19, the CDC is asking people to do
their part to keep themselves and others safe
during the upcoming flu season. The university

Flu Shot Season

partnered with Walgreens to bring a flu Vaccine
Clinic to both the Post and Brooklyn campuses
on Oct. 7 and 8, 2020.

Some students have been adamant about
getting their flu shots this year due to COVID.

“I cannot allow for my immune system to get
compromised this year and then get COVID on
top of it,” said Steele Whitney, a junior acting
major, “ COVID made it so much more urgent
to get it done.”

According to Whitney, the process of get-
ting a flu shot this year felt very safe. There was
no huge difference in this process besides the
added use of masks. Whitney received a flu shot
at alocal CVS.

“I did feel safe getting my flu shot. There
were people around, but I think it was worth
the risk,” Whitney said, “ I think I still see flu
shots as important, if anything, I am thank-
ful to have a vaccine and wish we had one for
COVID.”

Other students, such as junior international
relations major, Matthew Sporrer aren’t sure if
COVID-19 should be a factor in whether or not
you get vaccinated.

“I think flu shots are important for the

general population to get every year, but I don’t
know if they're specifically more important this
year,” Sporrer said. “I just haven’t looked into
the science.”

With the upcoming flu season, some stu-
dents like Gabby Lavoie, a junior musical
theatre major, are feeling an increased amount
of pressure and anxiety about staying safe and
healthy during this time.

“I am afraid of the flu now during this
coronavirus time. I have heard the flu is going
to be way harsher this year and I want to stay
healthy,” Lavoie said, “{COVID] made me more
scared of getting sick in general and it was the
first time I got the shot in at least 2 years.”

“COVID has made me more aware of how
my health affects those around me. I realize
that being healthy isn’t just for me but also my
community” Lavoie said.

Lavoie believes that the Coronavirus pan-
demic has caused them to become more aware
of not only their health but the health of the
community around them. Lavoie, like many
students, feels that it is important to continue
to do everything that they can to keep them-
selves safe.

New Psychology Club Joins Campus

BY ALYSSA SPAGNA
STAFF WRITER

A new club is forming on campus and they
are looking for members. A group of students
have started the Psychology club, and anyone,
even professors, are encouraged to join.

Shayla Harris, a senior psychology major,
has been engaged in the club from the
beginning and plans to run for club president.
She has been involved in planning, as well as
working with Promise to ensure they would be
a recognized club schoolwide.

“We have not had any meetings yet, but we
just got back our poll of good meeting times,
and after we review it together we will create a
schedule,” Harris said.

Harris and her peers are very excited to
begin this new club, which will discuss many
aspects of psychology.

“The club will discuss anything related
to psychology. So far, we have ideas about
possibly doing Zoom movie nights, possibly
some research that may interest students,
discussing research we’ve done, or interesting
things we’ve learned about, and meeting to
help each other with psychology or statistics
homework,” Harris said.

In addition to Harris’ excitement, her peers
Ganga Pradeep, a junior psychology major, and
Nicole Guzman, a senior psychology major,
share this feeling with her as well.

“Psychology benefits everyone from
different perspectives. We all have different
backgrounds and different ideas because of

them, so it would

make for wonderful conversation, if nothing
else,” Pradeep said. “We are all human and we
will work with other people in any setting, at
work, when out shopping, etcetera. All people
are fascinating, and psychology is applicable to
everyone in their respective fields and everyday
life.”

Guzman agrees that anyone should join
the club, because psychology is relevant in
anyone’s everyday life.

“I would suggest anybody join the club,
not just students,” she said. “Other professors
can have their inputs in as well and faculty
members can feel more than welcome to come
by to see what’s in store for them.”

If any students or faculty are interested in
joining, they can fill out the interest form, , in
which they can provide their email and best
method for contacting them. https://forms.gle/
MShWxHeZG7EoMdLP6
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Students React to Struggles of NFL Teams

BY THERESA MORRISSEY
STAFF WRITER

Despite optimism from fans before the
season, the New York Giants and the New
York Jets are both winless with 0-4 records a
month into the NFL season. This offseason the
Giants made some significant additions such
as cornerbacks Logan Ryan and James Brad-
berry, offensive tackle Andrew Thomas, safety
Xavier McKinney, linebacker Blake Martinez,
and new head coach Joe Judge. While the Jets
added players like wide receivers Breshad Per-
riman and Denzel Mims, offensive tackle Mekhi
Becton, cornerback Pierre Desir, and running
back Frank Gore. Even after adding these play-
ers and having hope for this season, the Giants
lost to the Pittsburgh Steelers 26-16 on Mon-
day night football to open the season. The Jets
didn’t fare much better with a 27-17 loss to the
4-0 Buffalo Bills as top running back Leveon
Bell left with a hamstring injury.

Even after a rough first week, the Gi-
ants had hope going into week two against the
Chicago Bears. After a scoreless first half, the
Giants came back to make it 17-13 but couldn’t
score from the Bears 10-yard line to end the
game. Even worse, the Giants lost star running
back Saquon Barkley for the season after he
tore his ACL in the loss. Even after the tough
loss, the Giants had a chance to get their first
win at home vs. the injury-riddled San Fran-
cisco 49ers. The Giants didn’t come close, as
they were held to three field goals in a 36-9 loss

while being outscored 20-3 in the second half
and outgained 420-231. Next, the Giants trav-
eled to take on the Los Angeles Rams, coming
off a last-minute 3-point loss to the bills. The
Giants defense stepped up this game holding
the Rams to 17 points and 240 yards with just
116 in the first half, but the offense couldn’t
capitalize being kept out of the end zone for the
second week in a row resulting in a 19-7 loss
and an 0-4 record. After the rough start, fans
aren’t as enthusiastic as before the season. Avid
Giants fan Eddie McQuade, a senior sports
management major, is not happy with the front
office. “I look forward to general manager Dave
Gettleman getting fired, the Giants aren’t go-
ing to be good for at least three years, but I do
think Joe Judge is the right man to turn this
team around even if the front office is failing
him,” he said.

After a tough week one loss, the Jets
returned home to MetLife Stadium to play
against the San Francisco 49ers. Despite the
49ers having multiple players get injured
during the game, the Jets had no answers on
offense or defense, as evidenced by an 80-yard
touchdown run by Raheem Mostert to open
the game, which led to a 31-13 loss. The Jets
next traveled to Indianapolis to take on the
Colts. Despite throwing an early touchdown,
quarterback Sam Darnold had a rough day with
three interceptions and two that were returned
for touchdowns, resulting in another Jets loss
36-7. The Jets played the Denver Broncos on
Thursday Night. The Jets started strong with

a 46-yard touchdown run by Sam Darnold,

the longest quarterback run in Jets history.
After an injury scare to Sam Darnold, Broncos
quarterback Brett Rypien threw two late inter-
ceptions, one a pick-six to get the Jets back in
it. However, after hitting a field goal to go up by
one, the Broncos came back to take command
of the game at the end and handed the Jets
another loss 37-28 to bring them to 0-4 on the
season.

Fans aren’t exactly happy with the slow
start to the season as they had hoped some-
thing good might happen this season. James
Waldhof, a senior broadcasting major had only
one thing to say. “Tank for Trevor,” he said,
in regards to hoping the Jets finish last in the
league, so they could draft Clemson Tigers star
quarterback Trevor Lawrence with the first
overall pick. The Giants have a chance in the
coming weeks to secure their first win as they
take on teams such as the Dallas Cowboys, the
Washington Football team, and the Philadel-
phia Eagles. McQuade is disappointed with the
slow start, but understood it was likely. “As a
Giants fan, I knew this year was gonna be bad
thinking we could go 6-10, but now I wouldn’t
be surprised if they go 3-13,” he said. In Con-
trast, the Jets have the complete opposite com-
ing up, as they face teams such as the Arizona
Cardinals, Los Angeles Chargers, Buffalo Bills,
and reigning Super Bowl champion Kansas City
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Students Respond to Yankee’s Season

BY CONNOR LAMBERT
STAFF WRITER

After a shortened season, the New York
Yankees will not be advancing to the American
League Championship Series after losing to the
Tampa Bay Rays. The Rays beat the Yankees
three games to two in a best of five American
League Divisional Series. The 2020 American

League Divisional Series kicked off on Oct. 5
and consisted of a game running each day until
Oct. 9. The New York Yankees finished as the
number five seed, which meant they played the
number one seeded Tampa Bay Rays. Petco
Park in San Diego, home of the Padres, hosted
the series as a neutral site. This site served
as part of the MLB bubble to ensure that the
season can conclude with no coronavirus out-
breaks.

The New York Yankees and Tampa Bay
Rays kicked off their divisional series on Oct.
5 with Game 1. The opening game of the series
was a pitcher’s battle featuring Gerrit Cole of
the Yankees and Blake Snell of the Rays. While
Blake Snell won the 2018 Cy Young Award with
the Rays, some would consider Gerrit Cole the
best pitcher in the 2019 season when he was
with the Houston Astros. Despite the compara-
ble star pitchers, the Yankees beat the Rays 9-3
to take a commanding lead in the series. Game
2 kicked off the next day with JA Happ pitch-
ing for the Yankees and Tyler Glasnow pitching
for the Rays. The Rays quickly forgot their loss
the night before and won Game 2 with a score
of 7-5 to tie the series. Game 3 kicked off the
next day with Masahiro Tanaka on the mound
for the Yankees and Charlie Morton pitching
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for the Rays. The Rays beat the Yankees with

a score of 8-4, giving the Rays the series lead.
Game 4 was win or go home for the Yankees,
and they delivered by winning 5-1. Game 5 was
an elimination game and the Yankees fell short.
The Yankees lost 2-1 in Game 5 after Mike
Brosseau hit a game-winning home run off
Aroldis Chapman in the bottom of the eighth
inning.

The Yankees Game 5 performance left
many Yankees and baseball fans with a mix of
emotions. Kevin DeLeonardo, a senior busi-
ness administration major, was surprised by
the pitchers duel that took place. “I wouldn’t
say I was surprised they lost because the Rays
have been very good in the playoffs, but I was
surprised they lost in such a low scoring game,”
he said. “The Yankees have been scoring so
many runs, so to see them score only one run
in an elimination game was a little surprising.
Although the Yankees postseason ended earlier
than they would’ve liked, the Yankees made
moves in the 2019 off-season to better their
team for years to come. The Yankees signed
Gerrit Cole from the Houston Astros on a $324
million contract, the largest contract in MLB
history for a pitcher.
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New York and New Jersey Release COVID App

A

COVID Alert NY
New York State Department
of Health

BY MILAN FLAGLER & LILA NOLAN
STAFF WRITER, STAFF WRITER

New York Gov. Cuomo and New Jersey’s
Gov. Murphy launched the COVID Alert NY
application on Thursday, Oct. 1. The app has
been made available on the app and google play
store. This anonymous, voluntary exposure
notification app alerts the user if they are in
close contact with another user who has tested
positive for COVID-19.

The COVID Alert 19 is available for citizens
over the age of 18 living in N.Y. and N.J. The
goal of the application is to keep the citizens of
both states knowledgeable to their potential ex-
posure to the virus. This is hoped to reduce the
chance of potential risk, increase an unwarrant-
ed self-quarantine, and encourage those who
feel they might have been exposed to go out and
take a test. COVID Alert even has an exposure
notification service that activates a closeness
sensing feature that uses Bluetooth technology
to alert the user if an exposed person is in the
vicinity.

N.Y. COVID Data is an app feature that
displays total percent, percent, and total per-
sons tested within a month period, along with
the occurrences in testing over a daily figure
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and seven-day average. The Health Log feature
allows users to keep track of their health by
storing a history of their symptoms. Logs are
kept anonymous from other app users while as-
sisting public health researchers in fact on how
the virus is affecting N.Y. and N.J.

The COVID Alert app is suggested to be
looked at as another safety protocol for the
citizens of N.Y. and N.J. It has even been
projected that if everyone downloaded the app
and proceeded properly, positive cases would
decrease. It is a way to protect the community
while maintaining a sense of personal security
due to the anonymity feature.

Post students have expressed concern over
the privacy matters of the application.

“It might sound a little invasive if you don’t
read the fine print, but I think it’s fine,” first-
semester graduate student Megan Settinger
said. “None of my personal

information will be released, so I don’t see
anything wrong with it. I appreciate the health
log; I can track my symptoms easily without
having to get on the phone with my expensive
doctor. Plus, it helps researchers stay up to date
with the virus. Whatever it takes to help us get
back to normal faster, I'll do it.”

Some students believe the COVID Alert App
is an invasion of privacy.

“I see more potential problems arising
with the applications sensing services,” first-
year master’s in social work student Danielle
Kerr said. “I feel this can lead to higher cases
of discrimination towards those who might
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have been exposed in public, leading them to
get kicked out of certain spaces and not enjoy-
ing certain past-times they normally do. This
breach of privacy is almost like the HIV situ-
ation, where somebody proposed that those
living with HIV should get a tattoo symbolizing,
they have HIV. You cannot brand people for
ailments. There are some people in this world
who feel it is necessary to take things into
their own hands and cause emotional harm, or
worse, physical violence.”

Cuomo encourages users to download the
app to ensure its effectiveness.

“I understand the initial concern people
may have when it comes to this app breaching
their privacy, but if you think about it: it seems
to be a small price to pay considering most
people have social media on their phones that
exposes their daily actions and content any-
ways,” senior and forensic science major Jah-
dai Hart-Hernandez said. “If everyone agreed
to use this app properly and proactively, this
could be a really good thing. We’re all on our
phones already, might as well make it construc-
tive.”

The COVID Alert app is the government’s
latest innovation to stop the spread and ef-
fects of the coronavirus. For more information
regarding the COVID19 Alert app, visit corona-
virus.health.ny.gov.
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