
 On Monday, March 8, women 
across the world were celebrated, 
empowered and uplifted on Inter-
national Women’s Day.

International Women’s Day is 
a historically important global day 
recognized to celebrate the eco-
nomic, cultural, societal and politi-
cal achievements of women. This 
day also acts as a reminder and 
call to action for gender parity. On 
this day, there is significant activ-
ity around the world where many 
diverse groups of people come 
together to celebrate all of the his-
torical achievements women have 
contributed to our society as well 
as rallying for women’s equality. 

March 1, marked the beginning 

of Women’s History Month. All 
month long, we are reminded and 
honor the overlooked contribu-
tions women have made to history. 
In 1911, International Women’s 
Day originated to celebrate wom-
en, but the idea to highlight wom-
en for an entire month was offici-
ated and signed by Congress in 

1987. Since then, all March long we 
commemorate all women and all 
they do. 

In today’s society, women are 
no stranger to derogatory remarks 
and discriminating treatment. 
This is one of the many reasons 
that International Women’s Day 
holds such an important status. As 

Volume 76, Issue 6	  Wednesday, March 17, 2021	 www.liupostpioneer.com

A new club is joining the campus com-
munity. DECA is a national business 
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many collegiate chapters that are begin-
ning to form. 
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The University will be do-
ing away with academic minor’s, 
making it so students will only be 
able to graduate with one or more 
majors. Rumors of the new chang-
es had been circulating around 
campus for some time, before be-

ing confirmed by Vice President of 
Academic Affairs, Dr. Randy Burd. 

“LIU is committed to deliver-
ing an exceptional learning experi-
ence featuring in-demand degree 
programs with an emphasis on 
peer-student interaction, faculty 
expertise, and providing a com-
petitive career advantage,” Burd 
said. “Based on current demand, 
we are enhancing the student 
experience by expanding new 
majors to replace certain minors 
and enabling students to efficiently 
pursue double majors which pro-
vide a competitive advantage in the 
career marketplace over those with 
a major and a minor. Students 
currently enrolled in a minor can 
continue to complete their minor.”

This is the first statement that 
has touched on the rumor, and no 
official word has been provided to 
the general student body. Incom-
ing prospective students have been 
informed of the new policy.

Students currently pursuing 

minors have been worried that 
this new policy will affect their 
education. This new policy will 
only affect incoming students, all 
currently enrolled students will be 
able to keep their minors.

Freshman veterinary technol-
ogy major Victoria Kefalas was 
upset to hear this news. She had 
planned on declaring an equine 
studies minor.

“When I heard I wasn’t able to 
declare a minor I was frustrated as 
to why and reasoning behind it,” 
Kefalas said.

Kefalas has talked to upper-
classmen on campus, and believes 
she could carry the workload of the 
minor. Due to this change, Kefalas 
would be taking equine courses for 
fun, but it would not show up on 
her diploma.

“A reason I came to LIU is 
because I had the option to do both 
instead of just having a major,” 
junior musical theatre major and 
communications minor Jade Leah 

University To Get Rid of Academic Minors

Students React to Royal 
Drama

Bowling Looking to Win 
the NEC Championship

DECA Club Joins Campus

  On Sunday, March 7, Oprah Winfrey’s 
interview with Prince Harry and the Duch-
ess of Sussex Meghan Markle aired. Over 17 
million people have watched the interview, 
and more view it every day.               
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After going 2-1 in the final conference 
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Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey announced that the 
state mask mandate will be lifted in April on 
Thursday, March 4. 

“Let me be abundantly clear, after April 9, 
I will not keep the mask order in effect,” Ivey 
said in a press statement.

Alabama is just one of many states that 
have repealed mask mandates. Texas, Missis-
sippi, Iowa, Montana and North Dakota have 
also gotten rid of mask mandates in the last 
couple of months. 

In order to give private businesses ample 
time to establish their own policies regarding 
masks, Ivey decided to extend the repeal date, 
originally scheduled for March 8, to the begin-
ning of April. 

Even though masks will no longer be 
mandatory, Ivey advised all citizens to still be 
cautious, and continue to wear face coverings 
in public. 

Alabama’s “Safer at Home” order will now 
stay in effect until April, allowing businesses 
and restaurants to operate at maximum capac-
ity, but people must abide by social distancing 
guidelines, and sanitation standards are still 
in place. Senior citizens can still participate 
in outside activities, and hospitals and nurs-
ing homes are permitted to let in an additional 
visitor. 

Some students expressed support for Ala-
bama’s decision to repeal the mask mandate. 

“It’s about time states start standing up to 
this tyranny,” freshman political science major 
Lewis Williams said. “I don’t want to be told 
to wear a muzzle all the time. And what’s the 
difference in a restaurant if I have to wear it 
standing up but take it off sitting down? Ri-
diculous.”

Sophomore history major Evelyn Bateman 
agreed with Williams.

“I wore a mask all the time, washed my 
hands, sanitized everything multiple times, and 
I still got COVID,” she said. “You’re really only 
supposed to wear the mask if you have the ill-
ness. I see people reusing masks all the time, so 
it defeats the purpose.” 

Other students and faculty members ex-
pressed concern with the decision to lift mask 
mandates. 

“Just another attempt by Trump support-
ers to spread the nonsense conspiracy theory 
that masks don’t work and that COVID-19 is a 
hoax,” junior English major Partick Halberstan 
said. “This governor is putting the citizens of 
Alabama at great risk by repealing the state’s 
mask mandate. I hope that doesn’t happen 
here.” 

“All [of] the states that are doing drastic 
rollbacks on a mask mandate are taking real 
risks, and, given the history of this virus, it 
seems more likely that there will be surges in 
cases in a few weeks in each of these states,” 
Dr. Barbara Fowles, professor of communica-
tions and film, said.  “I doubt if Alabama, in 

particular, has the medical resources to cope 
with a big wave of illness. These are political 
decisions which do not belong in a medical 
context.”

“I don’t know why people are so opposed to 
masks,” senior chemistry major Warner Corn-
wall said. “It boggles my mind that people are 
so opposed to taking measures that are sup-
posed to keep them safe. Screaming ‘tyranny’ at 
the top of your lungs won’t make this pandemic 
disappear.” 

Ivey said that Alabama has experienced a 
77 percent drop in the weekly average number 
of new patients admitted to hospitals daily 
since reaching a peak in January. The gover-
nor also said that the extended order will allow 
citizens to safely receive the first dose of the 
COVID-19 vaccine. 

According to data from the Center for Dis-
ease Control, over 670,000 Alabama residents 
have received at least one dose of a vaccine, 
almost 14 percent of the total population.

President Joe Biden, however, criticized 
the state’s move, calling it “a big mistake” and 
a form of “Neanderthal thinking” in a public 
statement.

Despite the conflicting opinions, Ivey has 
stood firm in her decision to pull back on the 
state’s mask mandate. 

“While I’m convinced a mask mandate has 
been the right thing to do, I also respect those 
who object and believe this was a step too far in 
government overreach,” Ivey said.

NEWS
University To Get Rid of Academic Minors

Alabama Unmasked: Yellowhammer State Mask Mandate 
Set to Expire in April 
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Burns said. 
Burns has always been involved in both 

areas of her study. She recalls participating in 
photography, announcements and theatre all 
throughout her high school career and beyond. 

“It seems like the opinions of students 
aren’t taken into consideration,” Burns said.

Burns had heard the talk surrounding 
minors and worries that it will personally affect 
her. Luckily for Burns, she will be grandfa-
thered into her minor, as one of the last com-
munication minor classes. 

Burns has speculated on why the campus 
would make this decision, and has settled on 
a monetary reason. “Everything is driven by 
money at this school,” Burns said.

Burns recalls seeing programs cut and has 
watched people get pushed out of their areas 
of study. She also mentions how the dorms 
on campus have not been updated and wishes 
some money would go toward renovations. 

Freshman directing major and philosophy 
minor Thomas Rowell agrees with Burns on 
this. “I understand wanting to save money, but 

not [by] taking opportunities away from stu-
dents,” Rowell said.

Rowell has just declared a philosophy mi-
nor and is already enrolled in classes needed to 
fulfill those credits. Rowell missed the cutoff, 
allowing them to keep their minor by one se-
mester. 

“I love discussing the ideas and having deep 
conversations that come with the classes as well 
as I feel like it’s a useful tool for my goals as a 
theatre artist,” Rowell said. 

Rowell plans to apply the education of-
fered from both the major and minor towards a 
future career path. Luckily with this education 
plan, this is something they can easily pursue.

Rowell has never before heard of a college 
not having minors and wants to get a strong 
message across to the school. 

“LIU start talking to your students; we’re 
paying far too much to go here for you to not 
explain why you’re taking away our opportuni-
ties,” Rowell said.

Both Burns and Rowell get to keep their 
minors, being some of the last few students to 
be able to do so. 

Jade Leah Burns taking photos at a sports event
COURTESY OF JADE LEAH BURNS

BY CHRISTOPHER TRICK
STAFF WRITER
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Wednesday, March. 17

•	 Trivia - Pop Culture 2020| 8 p.m.
Students can join Promise for a trivia night about 
pop culture in 2020.

•	 Cards Against Humanity Night with Theta Chi | 
8 p.m.
Students can join Theta Chi for a Cards Against 
Humanity game. 

Thursday, March. 18

•	 The Stigma Behind vaccines | 12:30 p.m.
The Black Student Union hosts a panel about the 
stigmas behind vaccines and how it relates to the 
COVID-19 vaccine.

•	 Go Green | 12:30 p.m.
Students can join the Nutrition Club as they 
share their favorite green recipes. 

•	 Poker Night with Theta Chi | 8 p.m.
Students can join Theta Chi for a poker game.

 
 Friday, March. 19

•	 Among us Night with Theta Chi | 8 p.m.
Students can join Theta Chi for an Among Us 
game

Saturday, March. 20

•	 Talent Show | 2 p.m.
Students can join CNAfME for a virtual talent 
show.

Events this Week
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Long Island University has been awarded 
four top honors awards from Bethpage Best of 
Long Island. LIU won Best College or Univer-
sity, Best College Sports Program, Best Theatre 
Arts Center and Bethpage accredited University 
President Dr.Kimberly Cline as the Best College 
President of 2021. 

This year marks the 16th consecutive year 

of the Best of Long Island Awards, and one mil-
lion votes were cast this year. The Best of Long 
Island awards is presented by Bethpage Federal 
Credit Union, and has an array of categories. 
The categories for these awards range from res-
taurants, arts and entertainment, to education 
in Nassau county and Suffolk county.

Cline was appreciative of the honor.
 “We are honored to be recognized by our 

community for providing a top-tiered educa-
tional experience, and grateful for everyone 
who shares our vision and voted for LIU as 
the ‘Best of Long Island’,” she said in a press 
release statement.

Communications professor Dr. Jennifer 
Cusumano believes the awards will shine a 
positive light on the LIU community. 

“During this challenging year, it is especial-
ly welcome news to learn of this award. LIU has 
a  long history of serving the community with 
academic excellence, and programs that inspire 
intellectual rigor as well as world class perfor-
mances in the arts. It is so nice to be acknowl-
edged in this way.” 

Students, such as senior biology major 
Rondino Rameau, hope these awards will bring 

more attention to a need to upgrade school 
facilities.

“This is a nice accomplishment for the 
school, they have been doing good things 
academically for students,” he said. “I would 
like to see some of the dorms and other facili-
ties improved though, especially for incoming 
students to see the true beauty of the campus.” 

Rameau thinks the introduction of the 
veterinary school was definitely a positive to 
the university, “Knowing Post is only one in 
four in the North East with a vet school is a big 
deal it will attract students across the coun-
try, especially with the revamp of the athletics 
program.”

The nomination process begins on Jan. 1, 
and is open until Aug. 31 of each year. Nomi-
nees will compete with the previous winner, 
and the top 15-18 nominees will move forward 
to the final ballot, which opens on  Oct. 1. If 
there is a restaurant, store or place that stu-
dents feel should be spotlighted in the 2022 
awards, they can visit the Best Of Long Island 
website where nominations can be submitted.

NEWS
LIU Recognized as Best University on Long Island

BY JADA HARRISON
STAFF WRITER

ADVERTISEMENT
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A new club is joining the campus commu-
nity. DECA is a national business competition 
club. The clubs usually populate high schools 
but now there are many collegiate chapters 
that are beginning to form. These clubs focus 

on competitions on Long Island and New York 
State and even national competitions. 

These competitions usually entail being 
given a prompt and having a certain amount of 
time to come up with a proposal. These propos-
als usually come in the form of a powerpoint 
presentation or  a lengthy paper depending 
on the type of competition. These competitive 
events between students exist for the purpose 
of strengthening the skills required to stay 
afloat in the world of business whether it be 
public speaking or problem solving skills.

	 Griffin Jusco, a sophomore accounting 
major, is the president of the new club.

Griffin’s high school had a very preliminary 
DECA chapter. Because of his interest in the 
field of business and his desire to aid other 
students interested in business, he thought it 
would be beneficial to start one on campus. 
Dr. Ed Weiss was told about the potential of 
this club and was very supportive. Through the 
combined efforts of Griffin, junior business ad-
ministration major Dean Carforaand freshman 
business administration major  Matthew Cairo 
and after a proposal to the Dean’s scholars 
class, our campus’ DECA chapter was started. 

Griffin’s main desire for the club was not 

only for the students involved to do well in the 
competitions they partake in, but to actively 
feel like they strengthened their skills after 
each meeting.  

“My big goal was to do stuff that they could 
get something out of,” Griffin said. 

Griffin also wishes for the club to become 
very prominent on the campus and to have new 
freshmen that were in DECA in high school or 
any business student to join and reap the ben-
efits. The club currently has 20 active members 
and are looking for more as of now.  

FEATURES

Students Reflect on International Women’s Day
time goes on, women are feeling more empow-
ered to use their voices and that has sparked a 
revolution for equality. A worldwide day of anti 
descrimation such as International Women’s 
Day has been recognized as a beacon of hope 
for many women and their allies.

“Women are capable of anything they de-
sire and are constantly made to feel less than 
enough. Women tear women down, men tear 
women down, society tears women down, but 
on this day, we are reminded of all the pos-
sibilities that lie ahead,” junior musical the-
atre major Kassandra Popcevski said. “We are 
reminded of our strength, grace, courage and 
womanhood. We are reminded that the sky’s 
the limit.”

As times and the society we live in change, 
the way we celebrate International Women’s 
Day has evolved as well. This year, many social 
media apps participated in this uplifting day by 
creating special filters, hashtags and fun activi-
ties for users to participate in. In this techno-
logical age, these methods of celebration were 
received and greatly appreciated by all users. 
This allowed users of any gender to feel includ-
ed and excited about the chance to recognize 
such an inspiring day. 

In honor of International Women’s Day 
every March, users create hashtags to highlight 
the themes and overall ideas of this worldwide 
day of acknowledgment. This year, one of the 

most used viral hashtags across all platforms 
was #ChooseToChallenge. This hashtags relates 
directly to the International Women’s Day 2021 
mission statement that “A challenged world 
is an alert world and from challenge comes 
change. So let’s all choose to challenge.”

After years of change, evolution and societal 
growth, International Women’s Day and Wom-
en’s History Month are here to also remind 

us of how much more growth we must do as a 
society to embark on a better future. Women 
are to be celebrated for their achievements, 
encouraged to be whatever they want to be, and 
accepted for who they are. The toxic societal 
roles are being eliminated as optimistic voices 
of hope and change emerge into the conversa-
tion. Junior musical theatre major Kassandra 
Popcevski said,

“Being a woman isn’t just one thing, it’s 
anything that you desire to be and more. I can 
be strong and courageous but I can also be 
delicate and graceful. I can be respectful and 
uplifting but I can also say no,” junior musi-
cal theatre major Kassandra Popcevski said. 
“For so long I thought I only had one choice, 
one way of being a woman, but as I’ve grown 
I’ve realized there’s so much more to it than I 
thought possible. International Women’s Day 
reminds me of the power I hold and it encour-
ages me to be proud of who I am and to shoot 
for the stars.”

In today’s complex society of change, confu-
sion and justice driven movements, Interna-
tional Women’s Day is here to acknowledge the 
past. It is here to not only celebrate empow-
ered women, but to remind us of the injustices 
women still struggle with and the changes that 
still need to be made. 

continued from page 1

DECA Club Joins Campus

COURTESY OF  GRIFFIN JUSCO

Griffin Jusco and his friends
BY CALEB PALMER
STAFF WRITER
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“Alter/Ego, a Bowie Project” streamed 
from March 12-14 by the Post Theatre Com-
pany (PTC).  One might think it has much to do 
with the English singer and songwriter, David 
Bowie, which it does, but probably not how one 
would imagine.  

Sophomore musical theatre major, Quinn 
Doyle who sang “Moonage Daydream” said the 
play is not necessarily about David Bowie. 

 “We are taking a look at how gender iden-
tity and expression is examined in our cur-
rent moment and in our modern generations, 
though fueled with a score by the Starman 
himself,” Doyle said.  

Senior musical theatre major Leigh Dillion 
explains the play is about more than just who 
David Bowie was.

“It’s about showing up, it’s about showing 
more than who we are, sometimes the side we 
don’t show to the world, it’s about trying new 
things, taking risks, exploration, having fun, 
being vulnerable, and how timeless Bowie’s 
music is.”

The project consists of, rather than charac-
ters, an ensemble of musicians expressing not 
only Bowie’s different personas but their own 
alter egos or alternate selves.

Like many of the cast, Dillon played a few 
versions of herself (in her case, two “roles”) as 
she explained,

 “One role that is me that I show to the 
world and the other being the one I wish I could 
be, it’s the more confident rock-star version of 
me.  There always feels like a duality within me, 
and in my solo, I was playing myself, just two 

personas like how Bowie has always done,” Dil-
lion said.

The cast dedicated a lot of time to the proj-
ect and were all proud of the final product.

“We had auditions and callbacks a week 
before rehearsals [which began] the week 
before classes started and continued rehearsals 
all the way through to the end of February,” Lee 
Metaxa, a senior musical theatre major, said.

But as the COVID pandemic is still very 
much present, there were a few obstacles that 
had to be overcome.

“This pandemic has made theatrical per-
formance anything but easy, and learning the 
show’s material, as well as attending rehearsals 
from my bedroom every night, was challenging 
as much of the artistic process on my part was 
left for me to decide for myself,” Doyle said.

Of course, given the circumstance, not hav-
ing an audience that could be seen, heard, or 
even felt was another hurdle that the actors had 

to overcome.  But the cast, with unrelenting 
positivity, only expressed gratitude.

“When I am able to perform in front of an 
audience live on stage again, the kinesthetic 
relationship and energy between us will be in-
describable and so rewarding,” Doyle said.

Metaxa saw the circumstances as an oppor-
tunity to watch alongside her family and their 
reactions as well as a focus on the entirety of 
the performance and see everyone perform as 
she would not have been able to in an otherwise 
different circumstance.

Luckily, for most of the cast members, they 
were able to enjoy each other’s company in-per-
son for the filming process while still practicing 
safe, social distancing, and mask protocols.

Doyle recalled, dancing with two masks in 
frigid cold temperatures and six-plus inches of 
snow.  Without a doubt, something he’ll always 
remember.

PTC’s Alter/Ego: A Bowie Project
BY JOSEPH CHANG
STAFF WRITER

ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

Lee Metaxa playing the ukulele
COURTESY OF LEE METAXA

For the second year in a row, Saint Patrick’s 
Day will be celebrated differently because of the 
pandemic. Many cities are still hosting parades, 
meetings, concerts, and parties, but they are 
doing it virtually this Saint Patrick’s Day. While 
others are canceling them altogether. 

Sophomore marketing major Katlin Mur-
phy will miss the traditions of a normal Saint 
Patrick’s Day.

“Going to the Saint Patrick’s Day parade 
in the city has always been a family tradition 
of mine. I heard that they are going to do the 
parade virtually. It’s not the same but people 
think it isn’t safe enough to have our normal 
Saint Patrick’s Day celebrations,” Murphy said. 
“It’s unfortunate that this will be the second 
Saint Patrick’s Day without the big parade and 
celebration we all love, but it’s better to be safe 
than sorry.” 

Saint Patrick’s Cathedral will be streaming 
their annual Saint Patrick’s Day mass. Which 

will be available to watch on TV, as well as on 
their website on saintpatrickscathedral.org/
live. The New York City Saint Patrick’s Day 
virtual parade will be on Wednesday, March 17, 
on nycstpatricksparade.org.

New York City’s Saint Patrick Day website 
has the schedule of events, pre-parade events, 
as well as more information for the virtual 
parade. Their website states, “Since we can’t be 
together this year in-person, we hope that you 
will join us virtually as we honor First Respond-
ers and Essential Workers who have made 
enormous sacrifices this past year during the 
pandemic.”

Some students are celebrating virtually this 
year and plan on having video call celebrations. 

“I love Saint Patrick’s Day and my family 
and friends do too. Instead of meeting up in 
person, we’re going to have an online party. My 
family and friends are all going to go on a video 
call so we can still celebrate together, while 
still being safe. There’s always next year for the 
normal parade,” Murphy said.

Freshman film major Sammantha Vesti will 

also be celebrating virtually. “I usually go to a 
friends’ party on Saint Patrick’s Day. I’m just 
going to stay at home this year, like I did last 
year. I really haven’t been going out much at 
all. I’m trying to be safe. I still want to celebrate 
the day, but it will be a much smaller celebra-
tion with my roommates. I’m going to put up 
some decorations and wear green like I always 
do,” Vesti said.

Senior computer science major Kiera An-
derson usually goes into the city to celebrate 
Saint Patrick’s day with her friends, however 
she has different plans this year. 

 “We obviously didn’t get to go into the city 
last year, and we decided to not go again this 
year,” Anderson said. “It was a hard choice to 
make but I don’t think we’re at the point where 
it’s safe enough to celebrate normally yet. A few 
of my closest friends are still going to see each 
other this year and have a very small gathering 
outside, but we aren’t going into the city.” 

Students Prepare for Virtual Saint Patrick’s Day Celebrations
BY NICHOLAS ROSA
STAFF WRITER
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SPORTS

On Sunday, March 7, Oprah Winfrey’s 
interview with Prince Harry and the Duchess of 
Sussex Meghan Markle aired. Over 17 million 
people have watched the interview, and more 
view it every day.

In this hour and a half tell-all program, 
Winfrey gave viewers a deep dive into how 
Markle has been living since she married into 
the royal family in 2018. Winfrey began the 
interview with a disclaimer; 

“There’s no subject that’s off-limits,” Win-
frey said.

	 For the first section of the talk, Winfrey 
sat alone with Markle, who gave her informa-
tion that has previously been undisclosed. 

“You’re being judged on the perception but 
you’re living in the reality,” Markle said.

Markle realizes the life of the royals can of-
ten seem like a fairy tale from the outside, but 
the reality is much different. 

	 One of the most talked-about points 
from the interview was the fact that Markle felt 
as though she was not protected once becom-
ing part of the family.

	 “I’ve advocated for so long for women 
to use their voice, and then I was silent,” 

Markle said.
Winfrey was shocked by this, and offered 

up a question in return; “Were you silent, or 
were you silenced?” Winfrey said.

Markle confirmed that the latter was true, 
which came as a shock to many. Social media 
sites have erupted in content over the inter-
view, with tweets, memes and posts in support 
of the Prince and Duchess.

People are also racing to support their son, 
Archie. “There were conversations about how 
dark his skin will be when he’s born,” Markle 
said. 

This statement shocked Winfrey as well as 
viewers and has been the center of the conver-
sation on social media.

	 Students on campus reacted to the in-
terview as well.

“When I watched it I was really shocked at 
how they were treated,” Senior musical theatre 
major Stephanie Jeker said. 

Jeker watched the interview the day after it 
aired. She had already seen some information 
on social media about it but was surprised by 
how serious the situation was once she actually 
watched it.

“I never thought of the royal family as a 
business,” Jeker said. 

Jeker quoted many times when Markle 
would describe how the family and communi-
cations team put other issues above her safety 
and security. 

In one instance, the family suggested Mar-
kle continue acting so they would have enough 
money to pay for her security.

Though Jeker doesn’t keep up with royal 
drama regularly, she has been invested in this 
new information and agrees she would likely 
leave the family as the royal couple did.

“I would probably do the same thing, like 
do what I want to do and try to ignore all the 
drama and get out of it and as far away as pos-

sible,” Jeker said.
After watching the interview, Jeker says 

she will likely fact check news she hears on the 
royals more often now, to ensure she’s getting 
correct information.

Sophomore english major Clare Coursey is 
also keeping up with the royals. 

She remarks on a story Markle told about a 
rumor that circulated in the tabloids, and how 
the exact opposite situation was the truth. No 
one in the royal family sorted out the rumors to 
help Markle.

“It makes you think, in family business 
where’s the difference between the family and 
the business,” Coursey said.

Typically, Coursey’s sister is the one to 
know all the royal drama, so this deep dive is a 
first for her.

“I’m sympathetic with Meghan and Harry. 
You don’t deserve to feel isolated by anyone, let 
alone your family,” Coursey said.

Coursey remarks on how for many, seeing 
Markle and Prince Harry get out of an un-
healthy household is empowering.

“Just to know that this is an option that can 
happen at some point is very hopeful,” Coursey 
said.

Though she has enjoyed getting this inner 
look at their lives, and wishes the couple well, 
Coursey hopes this new found freedom comes 
with more privacy.

“I don’t necessarily know if that good for-
tune includes the press continuing to be part of 
their lives,” Coursey said.

With a baby girl on the way, Coursey hopes 
Markle and Prince Harry can grow their family, 
while only giving the world small updates every 
once in a while.

Many rumors have spread about Markle, 
and she hopes this new life with her closest 
family members will offer her some peace.   

ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT
Students React to Royal Drama

 BY SHELLEY DEAN
STAFF WRITER

Courtesy of  Marc Jones 

Professional Golfer Tiger Woods was in-
volved in a high-speed rollover single-car acci-
dent on Feb. 23 that has left his health and golf 
career in jeopardy. The golfer was involved in 
the crash in Southern California on his way to 
film a content shoot with Golf Digest/GOLFTV 

After hosting the Genesis Invitational golf 
tournament. The two-lane road on which the 
crash occurred curves through the suburbs. The 
northbound side which Woods was on descends 
steeply with a 45 mph speed limit. 

According to Officer Villanueva, the Los 
Angeles County Sheriff who rescued Woods, his 
vehicle hit a median, went across two south-

bound lanes, hit a curb and trees and then 
rolled over several times with the vehicle com-
ing to a rest several hundred feet from the road. 
Woods was conscious after the crash and had 
to be rescued with a pry bar and an axe. Woods 
will not face charges from the crash and had no 
drugs or alcohol in his system at the time. 

Woods suffered “significant orthopedic inj
uries” to the upper and lower portions of 

his tibia and fibula as well as multiple open 
fractures to his lower right leg, a rod placed in 
his tibia, and screws and pins inserted in his 
ankle and foot during the emergency surgery. A 
surgical release of the covering of the muscle to 
remove swelling was also performed. 

Nearly two days before the crash, Woods 
talked with commentator Jim Nantz about 
his timetable to return and stated that he was 

waiting on an MRI so that he could return to 
practice and competition, with his hopes set 
on the 2021 Masters in April. Sports fans like 
sophomore Madi Margroff were upset to hear 
of the crash. 

“I thought it was sad because he had such 
a great comeback, and now his career could be 
over,” she said. 

Sophomore marketing major Rachel Jen-
kins also feels sorry for Woods and hopes that 
this is not the end of his career. 

“I only watch golf when he’s playing, so 
I hope he is able to return. If anyone can get 
through this, it’s him,” she said.

BY THERESA MORRISSEY
STAFF WRITER

Prince Harry and Megan Markle 

Tiger Woods Involved in Car Accident 
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What Did Students Think About WandaVision?

Marvel Studios has been one of the biggest 
names in entertainment for the past thirteen 
years. When the streaming service Disney+ was 
announced, Marvel Studios announced that 
they were going to branch off from just making 
movies by making television shows that will 
fit into the Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU). 
The first of these shows was the genre-bending 
and experimental show, “WandaVision.” Dur-
ing these mostly home-bound times due to the 
global pandemic, people needed something to 
celebrate and enjoy, which Marvel provided 
with “WandaVision.” The show took pop cul-
ture by storm, and broke countless records. So 
what did students think of it? 

“I really enjoyed ‘WandaVision’ a lot. The 
show felt like something new that I hadn’t seen 

before while also having very familiar aspects,” 
Gianna Gattuso, a student at the Savannah Col-
lege of Art and Design said.

Gattuso felt that the show did great things 
in terms of portraying women in a strong and 
natural way. “The show included strong female 
characters, such as Darcy Lewis and Monica 
Rambeau, without making them feel over-
played and cheesy in a sense,” she said. 

The show follows pre-established Marvel 
characters Wanda Maximoff and Vision, as they 
live through the decades in the form of sitcoms. 
Starting in the 50s and going all the way up to 
modern times, the show’s episodes are each 
inspired by various classic sitcoms from each 
decade. This makes “WandaVision” a new kind 
of show that we haven’t ever seen before. 

“I thought it was very creative and they 
brought something different to the table,” So-
phia Torres said. The concept was a risky one, 
because they didn’t want to just parody the sit-
coms, but recreate them and be one itself. “You 
could show me an episode and I would believe 
that it was straight from that time,” she said.

“WandaVision’s” finale was met with con-
troversy, because after eight widely beloved epi-
sodes full of easter eggs and set ups, including 
an appearance from Evan Peters who played 
the Fox X-Men version of Wanda’s brother 
Pietro; the finale followed up and delivered on 
only two of the countless set-ups. 

“I did not feel 100 percent satisfied with the 
ending and have so many unanswered ques-
tions,” Torres said.

“The finale was slightly disappointing 

compared to the rest of the show, but only in 
the way that it felt like it had been done before. 
For a finale for one of the most well thought 
out shows in my opinion, it felt rushed.” Gat-
tuso said. She went on to explain how it had 
left many unanswered questions, and that she 
hopes they are answered during Wanda’s next 
appearance in “Doctor Strange and the Multi-
verse of Madness.”

Despite these issues with the finale, the one 
common thread in most people’s thoughts was 
that the finale executed Wanda and Vision’s 
emotional story and conclusion amazingly. The 
show is a story about grief, and on that front 
most people feel it did great.

“I really appreciated how they set up Wanda 
letting Vision and her kids go. The scene was 
so calm, yet devastating. You could see how in 
pain she was, but how she accepted this is what 
had to happen. The scene was beautiful and 
heartbreaking.” Gattuso said. 

Students feel that these Disney+ shows are 
lining up to be a great new way to experience 
the MCU. “It was interesting to watch a show 
instead of a movie. It was exciting to look for-
ward to a new episode each week,” Torres said. 

This format provides so many new oppor-
tunities for Marvel media and fans seem to be 
very welcoming to it.

All in all, this show has clearly had a big im-
pact. From experimenting with multiple genres 
to showing an MCU character in a way we never 
thought we could, “WandaVision” is the first 
step in a new era for marvel and possibly pop 
culture as a whole.

Courtesy of WandaVision Press Kit
BY STEVEN ARGENZIO
STAFF WRITER

ADVERTISEMENT
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Sudoku #12812

5 9 1 4 6 8 7 2 3

7 9 3 5 1 4

4 7 3 5 6 9 8

1 3 7 5 4 9 2 8 6

6 8 7 2 1 3 9

9 6 3 1 7 5

9 1 4 6 7

7 6

3 7

This sudoku was generated free at PrintableSudoku.com

Sudoku Word Search

PRINTABLESUDOKU.COMDIFFICULTY LEVEL: MEDIUM

The grid is divided into nine blocks, each containing nine squares. 
The rules of the game are simple: each of the nine blocks must 
contain all of the numbers 1-9 within its squares. Each number can 
only appear once in any row, column or box.

Test your skills and upload your finished puzzle to social
media and tag the Pioneer.

© thewordsearch.com

THEWORDSEARCH.COM

Find all of the words in the sidebar in the puzzle.

Test your skills and upload your finished puzzle to social
media and tag the Pioneer.
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Bowling Looking to Win the NEC Championship

After going 2-1 in the final conference meet 
against St.Francis College Brooklyn, the Bowl-
ing team secured their spot in the Northeast 
Conference(NEC) championship. The tourna-
ment will be held the weekend of March 19-22. 

The Sharks finished the season with a con-
ference record of 10-11, good for the fourth seed 
in the NEC and a spot in the tournament. 

Last season, the Sharks also clinched a spot 
in the NEC Championship. However, the Coro-
navirus pandemic canceled the tournament just 
days before it was supposed to be played. 

Head Coach Kayla Jones could not be more 
excited to get the chance to compete after the 
devastating announcement last season. 

“Last year was heartbreaking, especially 
after the huge growth I believe we had as a 
team throughout the season, but learning from 
everything that has happened through the last 
year. I know I am personally grateful to have 
the opportunity to compete this year,” she said. 
“Post-season play is a different kind of compe-
tition. The win-or-go-home format is challeng-
ing, but I am excited for our team to experience 
it. I think we are very capable of excelling at it.” 

Jones is confident in what her team has to 
do to have a great showing over the long week-
end. 

“The easy bowling answer would be to make 
spares and consistent shots. But honestly, I 
think the biggest keys are relaxing, being within 
themselves together, and staying in the mo-
ment,” she said. “Most of them haven’t experi-
enced championships yet, and those that have 
only did for a year. The main key is to remem-
ber what got us to this spot and continue to 

learn and grow from that.” 
Sarah Orensky is a freshman on the Sharks 

who has made an early impact. 
“One of the things that drew me to LIU this 

season was the competitive atmosphere and 
camaraderie that the team provides,” she said. 
“I really enjoy being around my teammates/
coach and feel like they are always pushing me 
to be my best. I also love exploring new places, 
and what better place to do that than NYC.” 

On the final day of action, Orensky bowled 
a 211. This was the difference-maker in the 
Sharks game-one victory, where they only won 
the tight nine-pin matchup 985-976. Orensky 
was named NEC Rookie of the Week for her 
performance.

“Being NEC Rookie of the week means a 
lot to me as it shows me that the hard work 
I have been putting in on the lanes is paying 
off,” Orensky said. “I have been able to perform 
pretty well and keep up with all the other tal-
ented athletes in the NEC.” 

Orensky feels her teammates have been 
fantastic leaders in getting her on a great path 
to succeed all around. 

“The upperclassmen on the team have 
taught me a lot about how college bowling 
works and kind of the do’s and don’ts. They 
also taught me how to manage my time ef-
ficiently to succeed on and off the lanes,” she 
said. 

Coach Jones is very proud of Orensky’s fast 
development and her play on the lanes. 

“Sarah’s communication with me is pretty 
open as to what she is seeing and feeling, and 
that helps a lot when we are on the lanes from 
shot to shot,” she said. “She doesn’t really over-
think the game and is willing to try anything 
asked. Her day-to-day energy and competitive-

ness is a huge asset to our team.” 
Kellie Frain, a senior on the Sharks, is 

excited to finally get the chance to play in the 
championship her team has worked for. 

“Last year, we had an impressive NEC 
showing that unfortunately was cut short, 
so finally having the opportunity to bowl in 
championships with the team is such an excit-
ing feeling,” she said. “Through these unprec-
edented times, we have worked hard, remained 
resilient and fought through so much together. 
I have the utmost confidence in us to perform 
well together and succeed in the NEC Champi-
onship tournament.” 

Frain was named an NEC Prime Performer 
for her accomplishments in the last week of the 
season and is confident in her ability and her 
team’s capability to be a strong contender in 
the NEC Championship. 

“The last NEC Tournament I bowled in was 
during my freshman season three years ago, 
and I, along with my teammates, have worked 
relentlessly to not only advance to the post-
season but also win NEC Championships,” she 
said. “I believe this team is special, and I intend 
to do everything in my power to bring home 
that championship ring this season.” 

Senior Emily Cavanaugh has been a top 
player for LIU her entire collegiate career go-
ing back to the Pioneer days. This season is no 
different, as Cavanaugh looks to claim the NEC 
Title after all her team has done to get them 
here. 

“We have been preparing for the NEC 
Championships for two seasons now and are 
excited to finally get the opportunity to fight 
together as a team for a first-place finish and 
finish what we started last year.”

BY ANDREW SCARPACI
SPORTS EDITOR

COURTESY OF ATHLETICS
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Football
Sunday, March 14 vs Sacred 

Heart University 
Loss 7-35

Baseball
Wednesday, March 10 vs Fair-

leigh Dickinson University 
Win 12-0

Men’s Lacrosse
Saturday, March 13 vs Hobart 

College
Win 14-12

Women’s Lacrosse 
Saturday, March 13 at Central 
Connecticut State University

Win 11-5

Men’s Soccer
Monday, March 15 vs Fairleigh 

Dickinson University 
Loss 2-3(OT)

Volleyball 
Friday, March 12 vs Sacred 

Heart University 
Loss 2-3

Tennis
Saturday, March 13 vs 
St.Francis University 

Win 7-0 

Upcoming 
Schedule 

Game 
Results

Bowling
Friday-Sunday, March 19-22

NEC Championship

Football
Sunday, March 21 at Dusquene 

University @ 12 P.M.

Baseball 
Friday, March 19 at Mount 

St.Mary’s

Softball 
Saturday, March 20 at Sacred 

Heart University

Men’s Lacrosse
Saturday, March 20 vs Sacred 

Heart University

Men’s Soccer
Monday, March 22 at Merri-

mack College

Women’s Soccer 
Tuesday, March 23 at 

St.Francis College Brooklyn

Field Hockey
Thursday, March 18 vs Rider 

University @ 2 P.M.

Saturday, March 20 at Bryant 
University @ 7:15 P.M.

COURTESY OF CREATIVE COMMONS

Knicks Making a Play-
off Run 

The New York Knicks and their new 
dynamic team have been currently bat-
tling in the East sitting at .500, and New 
Yorkers are loving it. Previously in past 
years, the Knicks have been falling far 
from the playoffs, but with high hopes 
and some good pickups, the Knicks are 
contenders for a spot in the playoffs.

 To see how fans are taking this sea-
son, Nick Giacolone and Noah Anderson 
had a lot to say about the Knicks’ ap-
proach this year and their play. 

Anderson feels strongly about the im-
provements the Knicks have made since 
last year.

“As a Knicks fan, seeing us start out 
well and be fifth in the east and five 
games back from first feels good. It is 
a huge improvement for us seeing as 
though we finished 12th out of 15 teams 
in the East last season,” he said. 

Giacolone is very optimistic about 
where this season could be headed com-
pared to years past.

“Having the Knicks in fourth right 
now is the best season since 2012 with 
Melo taking them to the playoffs. Hope-
fully they keep that going,” he said. 

The Knicks have been rebuilding for 
some time now with the improvement 
of Julies Randel and other pick-ups like 
veteran Derrick Rose.

Anderson believes these acquisitions 
have made a huge impact on the court so 
far. 

 “Julius Randle has been amazing 
for us. In his second year in New York, 
he is having a career year in Points, 
Rebounds, Assists, Steals, Free throw 
percentage, and three-point-percent-

age,” he said. “We also added Derrick 
Rose, again, and his experience has been 
pivotal to our young team.”

Giacolone is confident the Knicks 
can maintain their level of play for the 
remainder of this season. 

“The Knicks are a very talented group 
of young individuals,” he said. 

He also hopes to see them finish 
around the fifth seed at the end of the 
season. With the nets right next door 
and their dynamic superstar team, it will 
be interesting seeing how the Knicks 
match-up. 

With a very powerful nets team right 
next door., Anderson thinks the Nets 
have the edge in not just NY, but the 
Eastern Conference overall. 

“The Brooklyn Nets and Philadelphia 
76ers are tied for first place in the East, 
but I feel as though with Brooklyn’s 
recent acquisition of Blake Griffin, they 
ultimately win the East and retain that 
first seed,”  he said.

With high potential and a young team 
the New York Knicks are in a great posi-
tion to make a push for the playoffs and 
hopefully contend for a championship. 

BY DERRICK EDAFE
STAFF WRITER


